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editorial

Discover Greece
Discover a world where each
color is a unique sensation!
Mideast offers you an
exclusive insight to Greece’s
most beautiful destinations...
care to join?

Ι have the great pleasure and honor, together
with all the members of the Mideast Team,
to present to you our very special edition
on Greece … Which country does not have
buildings influenced by Greek architecture?
Is there any museum that does not pride for
its ancient Greek treasures?
Greece is not only about 5.000 years of
History, Civilization, Culture, Philosophy,
Sciences and Greek Mythology… It is not only
the country that first practiced Democracy
… where the Olympic Games began… and
where historical leaders were born such
as Alexander the Great and Leonidas of
Sparta… It is not only the country of sunshine,
green mountains, beautiful beaches, lovely
islands and Zorba the Greek … Or the
country of Byzantine churches, monasteries
and Iconography…… It is also the ideal
place to enjoy your time, have fun, live the
Greek way of cosmopolitan life, experience
the famous nightlife and fill your heart with

memories that only Greece can offer you…
If you still have not had the chance to visit
this great country, you should really do so at
your earliest convenience… As for those of
you who have already visited Greece, we
know you would love to come back, reviving
the memories you have warmly kept in your
hearts. Make your decision today to visit our
365day destination and let us take care of
all the rest! Looking forward to welcome you
to Greece, soon!
Katerina Souha Mousbeh
Owner & Managing Director
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old traditional houses

Amourgos Island

Travel around Greece with
Mideast as your guide!
Greece’s Leading Destination Management Company by World Travel Awards
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Book with someone who cares!
Mideast Travel Worldwide operates successfully in the Greek tourism
market since 1983. Starting from an agency specialized in trips from
and to the countries of Middle East, the company has evolved to
one of the greatest and most popular in the Greek tourism market,
holding certifications from international organizations and a strong
clientele comprising both corporate and individual clients.
Today, Mideast offers its services worldwide, from its Head Office in
Athens as well as from its three branches in Glyfada, Mykonos and
Istanbul that operate since July 2014.
Markets
Staying true to its identity, Mideast keeps its specialization in the
Middle East, the Gulf Area and North Africa. Furthermore, through its
activity in major tourism markets globally and the knowledge that has
been accumulated, the company is now also specialized in Turkey,
C.I.S. as well as India, both for incoming tourism to Greece and for
outgoing tourism from Greece. Mideast is also a strong player in the
market of Bulgaria, besides Greece, providing mostly pilgrim services
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
The 5 pillars of Mideast
The corporate image of Mideast is complemented by its 5 pillars
of activity:
• Business & Leisure Travel in Greece and the World
• Destination Management for all travel services in Greece - for
foreign travelers
• Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and Events (M.I.C.E.) services
all over the world
• Luxury & Concierge Services worldwide 24/7
• Weddings & Events
By using the most updated software systems, the company is able
to provide a wide range of quality services directly and effectively.
Handling tens of thousands of customers throughout its history,
Mideast embodies the vision of a tourism company with customercentric philosophy, whose center of attention is its customers’
needs. Mideast truly cares for its clients and this is also apparent in
its corporate motto “We Care!”
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Vision
The vision of Mideast is to be the ultimate consultant of every
traveler and the trusted partner of every professional, by pwroviding
integrated high-level services, always with the incomparable care
that derives from the name “Mideast”.
Philosophy
Since the beginning of its operation, Mideast Travel has been
differentiated from the rest of the competition, through its activity,
as the company with the most customer-centric philosophy, grace
to the priority the company gives in servicing each and every
client with extra care, always paying attention to completely
satisfying their needs. Every year that passes by makes Mideast an
even stronger and larger company, trustful for offering the most
specialized solutions while at the same time leaves its personnel
with more experience and sense of caring for each customer
individually.
Human Resources
The strength of Mideast Travel lies in its more than 60 experienced
professionals. Most of its executives have grown and evolved along
with the company, contributing daily with their dedication and
professionalism to the development and successes of the company.
The constant training of its personnel as well as the enrichment of
the team with new, dynamic people give Mideast the power to
succeed even higher goals. The most important characteristics of
its people remain their genuine courtesy, the quality of services
they provide and their excellent communication skills grace to their
fluency in Greek, English, French, Italian, Spanish, German, Arabic,
Russian and Persian (Farsi) language.

7

Services

Main Achievements

• 24/7 Concierge Services

• “Greece’s Leading Destination Management Company”
Award by World Twravel Awards in 2014

• Organized and individual trips in Greece and abroad

• “No 1 DMC in Greece” award by Starwood Hotels & Resorts

• Cruises

• Selected in 2012 as the official General Sales Agent of Iran Air in
Greece for all airline’s tickets

• Tickets issuance (air tickets, ferry tickets, train tickets)
• Car, limousine and bus rentals

• Voted as “The Most Popular Tour Operator in Greece” for 2011
and 2010 by the readers of Condé Nast Traveller Magazine

• Jet, helicopter, luxury boats and yachts chartering

• Distinction as one of the “Strongest Companies in Greece” for
2010 and 2011 according to ICAP Credit Rating.

• Visa issuance, when possible
• Organizing of Conferences, Exhibitions, Corporate Events,
Corporate Meetings, Incentives.

• Voted as one of the four (4) Best Tour Operators in Greece for
2010 and one of the six (6) Best Tour Operators in Greece for 2009,
according to the readers of the Condé Nast Traveller magazine.

• Planning and organizing of Weddings & Personal Events

• DMC of major airlines of the Arabic world: Emirates Holidays, Etihad
Airlines, Qatar Airways, Kuwait Airways, Air Arabia and Middle East
Airlines, receiving multiple awards
• Representatives of the Syrian Ministry of Tourism since 1985.
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the 5 pillars of Mideast

Whether you are an individual, travelling for pleasure, or you are a company looking for a partner
to organize and realize incentive trips, events and other requests, Mideast is your best choice...
Clientele

Operating Hours

Mideast Travel clientele is the ultimate proof
of the company’s deep knowledge and
experience in handling V.I.P. guests, as it
indicates its goal to always offer the highest
quality of services. The company’s customers
in Greece comprise some of the greatest
maritime, industrial and pharmaceutical
Greek companies as well as Greek athletic
federations and all the Embassies of the
Arabic world in Greece.

Athens – Istanbul:

Monday to Friday: 		

10:00 – 18:00

Throughout its long history and specialization
in a number of countries, the company
has created a strong client list of foreign
companies consisting of the greatest tourism
organizations of the Arabic market, the
CIS, Turkey and India as well as the largest
airlines.

Saturday: 			

10:00 – 14:00

Finally, grace to the high level of services
that Mideast Travel offers, part of its
clientele is composed by many V.I.P.s such
as their Highnesses the Royal Families of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Emir of
Qatar.

Monday to Friday:

08:00 – 19:00

Saturday:

09:00 – 14:00

During July and August, our
Destination Management Dpt.
is also open on Sundays,
09:00 - 14:00

Glyfada:

Mykonos:
Daily throughout the year:

10:00 – 18:00

Member of the Organizations: IATA, HAPCO, EFAPCO, ACVB, HATTA, PETAGA, ΟΤΟΑΙ
Certified by ISO 9001:2008:Eurocert1184/Δ/2011
GNTO license numbers 0206Ε60000125600, 0206E60000259300, 0206Ε60000408001, 1173Ε600096493Υ1
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Where state of the art facilities meet
unparalleled levels of service

Awarded Greece’s Leading Hotel at
the World Travel Awards, the Athenaeum
InterContinental Athens combines modern
design with unpretentious luxury.
Within a short distance from the
city center, the 543 luxurious rooms of
the hotel, fully equipped to satisfy the
needs of the most discerning guests,
provide sweeping views of Athens. Club
InterContinental, located on the hotel’s
8th and 9th floors, provides a wide series
of complimentary services.
A visit to the award winning Première on
the 10th floor of the hotel will reward you
with gourmet specialties and stunning
views of the Acropolis.
On the lobby level, you can visit,
Cafezoe, the elegant dining venue, the
cosmopolitan Café Vienna and Bistrot
Vienna at the heart of the hotel, as well as
the sophisticated Tobar.
The 24hrs cutting edge fitness center,
the luxurious I-Spa and the relaxing
outdoor pool guarantee to replenish your Ms Alexandra Papaioannou, Director of Sales & Marketing
body and mind.
Email: alexandra.papaioannou@ihg.com, Telephone: +30 210-9206000, +30 210-9206700
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getaway to
greece

getaway to greece

The land that would come to be known as Greece had been
populated for over 40.000 years, although the first signs of permanent
settlements emerge around 7000 BC, during the Neolithic era.
Evidence of the flourishing civilization can still be seen in settlements
found in many parts of Greece.

greek civilization
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At the dawn of the era, around 2700 BC, the Minoan civilization ruled
over Crete and Cyclades, leaving a rich history and monuments
of great importance, such as the Minoan Palaces in Knossos and
Phaistos.
This rule ended in about 2100 BC, and then began the Bronze Age
with the great Mycenaean civilization, a warrior aristocracy, which
constitutes the historical setting of the epics of Homer and of most
Greek mythology.
During the early Iron Age, which is considered as the Greek Dark
Ages, the rise of city-states and the epics of Homer, the earliest
writings in Greek literature, are settled.
At the end of this period, the Greek civilization was engulfed in a
renaissance that spread the Greek world as far as the Black Sea
and Spain.
The era of Classical Greece that followed after, is the most commonly
known part of Greek History. An age that was meant to leave its mark
to the whole western civilization up until the modern times. It’s the
period that the legendary battle of Thermopylae, led by Leonidas of
Sparta, took place, as well as the time that Athens prospered. During
Athens’ Golden Age, the democracy was first applied and most of
the city’s landmarks, including Acropolis, were built.
Classical Greece ends with Alexander the Great and his conquests
in Egypt and Persia that reach up to North West India, expanding the
Greek state more than ever before and setting forth the Hellinistic Era.
Shortly after, the Romans conquered the land, though the Greek
culture would in turn conquer Roman life. Followed by the Byzantine
Empire and later the Ottoman Rule, the Greek State started to form
again as a free country after the Greek Revolution that started in
1821 and continued over subsequent years. After many combats
and summits with the Europeans, Greece reached its current form
almost a 100 years later.
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mythology
Ancient Greek mythology begins with the
worship of the twelve gods, who people
believed to live on Mount Olympus. Father
of the gods was the almighty Zeus.
Together with Hera, Poseidon, Demeter,
Athena, Hestia, Aphrodite, Apollo, Ares,
Artemis, Hephaestus and Hermes, they
compose the twelve gods who, according
to mythology, took power from the Titans in
a great battle. Tales of how the world was
made, the adventures of mortals dealing
with all the powerful gods, and other stories
of this sort were passed from mouth to
mouth, until the epic poets made them an
immortal part of Greek literature.
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theater
The theater in ancient times was a ritual
ceremony held in honor of the 12 gods of
Olympus. It was an important institution in
the Ancient Greek city-states as it reflected
the collective morals of the time.

Through the theater and the
celebrations held in honor of
the god Dionysus, drama was
developed: tragedy, comedy
and satire.
Combining religion, social and political
comments and education, it was a
pivotal point for cultural expression. You
can still visit many ancient theaters all
over Greece today.
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science & philosophy

Medicine appears for the first time in Greek mythology with Asclepius, god of medicine and
healing, and in ancient Greek history with Hippocrates, a doctor and the father of Western
medicine, from whom we get the Hippocratic Oath, which is still taken by doctors today.
Philosophy, which literally means love for wisdom and is the study
of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality and existence,
was first developed in the Western part of the world by Ancient
Greeks, with Thales regarded by most as the first philosopher.
Each of them interpreted nature and the universe in their own
special way using their own methods, and thus developed
many science theories. Astronomy, arithmetic, mathematics
and medicine are all sciences for which Greek philosophers laid
down the first principles and which led to the evolution of many
other sciences.

Astronomy was first studied at the moment mythology was created,
and became an established science thanks to the ancient Greek
philosophers who were keen to understand the movements of the stars.
The theories and observations of Pythagoras - who apart from one of the
most fundamental theorems of geometry has also imparted us with “the
harmony of the spheres”- as well as those of Aristarchus, Hipparchus and
Eratosthenes, helped Copernicus gather all the data and develop a
theory that reintroduced astronomy as a modern science.
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The philosophers’ concerns revolved
around the creation of the universe, and
mathematical calculations and theorems
were a part of their search for answers.
Pythagoras, born in the island of Samos, was
inspired by this, and his theorem consists of
geometry’s most fundamental principles.
Euclid was inspired in the same way and the
mathematical interpretations written down in
his “Elements”, the earliest ever discussion of
geometry, are also taught in schools all over
the world today. The greatness of the minds
of Ancient Greek history is more than proved
by the fact that the same problems that
occupied these philosophers, like the squaring
of the circle, trisecting the angle and so on, still
concern intellectuals around the world today.
We also have the first approaches to
“pedagogy”, the science concerned
with the proper education of children, by
the most famous of Greek philosophers
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle.
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legendary figures
The historical figure of Alexander the Great is
closely tied to Macedonia, and even today
the image of his face, is an important symbol
for Greece.
Ancient Greece
Greece is the birthplace of many powerful figures, whose reputation
survives today. Greece, and specifically Thebes, was the birthplace of
the greatest mythical hero, Hercules. Most of you will have heard of
the legendary 12 Labors of Hercules. He killed the Nemean lion and
the nineheaded Lernaean Hydra, captured the fleet footed Golden
Hind of Artemis and killed the Erymanthian Boar, cleaned the Augean
Stables in a single day, killed the Stymphalian Birds, captured the Cretan
Bull, stole the wild horses of Diomedes, took the Girdle of the Amazon
Queen, Hippolyta, brought the cattle belonging to the monster Geryon
to the court of Eurystheus, took the Apples of the Hesperides, and his
final task was to capture and bring the threeheaded hound, Cerberus,
out of Hades. Hercules went down in history for his exploits and, after his
death, he was made a god, representing strength and bravery. You’ll
probably have seen pictures of Hercules with the lion, club in hand,
with the bearing of a giant, his powerful body rippling with muscles.
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The author of the Iliad and the Odyssey is Homer, Greek by birth.
The Iliad describes, in no less than 16,000 verses, the last 51days of
the Trojan War which was the outcome of the abduction of the
beautiful Helen, wife of Menelaus, the king of Mycenaean Sparta,
by Paris. This war is one of the great events in Greek mythology, a
great source of inspiration for ancient Greek literature, particularly
for Homer. And it’s still an inspiring story today. The Odyssey describes
the decade of wandering by Odysseus, king of Ithaca, and his trials
and tribulations until he finally makes his way back home. Greek
mythology comes alive for us through the writings of this great poet.

Alexander the Great, was born in Pella, son of Phillip V, the king of
Macedonia at the time. He was well educated at an early age,
studying with the philosopher Aristotle. When he was just 16 years
old he alone put down the uprising of the Thracians when his father
was away, showing his adept political and strategic skills. This was
the beginning of a long historical journey, of political intrigue,
conquests in Persia and the expansion of the Greek state to the
farthest reaches of the Orient. Alexandria in Egypt takes its name
from this great king. After his death the name of Alexander still
carried great weight and the title “Great” was added to his name.
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Modern Greece
Melina Mercouri, one of the most dynamic
female figures on the Greek and European
political scene, was born in Athens, and
is well known for her struggle to have the
Parthenon Marbles returned to Greece in
her capacity as Minister of Culture.
Mercouri was also a respected Greek
actress and singer. Her most famous song
is “Ta Paidia tou Peiraia”, which won an
Academy Award for its composer Manos
Hadzidakis, in the film “Never on Sunday” in
which she starred.
Aristotle Onassis, the archetypal Greek
tycoon, made his name a legend all over
the world. With a vision of making Greece
competitive in shipping and tourism, he
bought the exclusive rights for air travel
in Greece and his founding of Olympic
Airways made this a reality. He spent most
of his summers in Skorpios, his private island
near Lefkada, in the company of world
famous celebrities.
There are many Greek personalities of
international fame that this small country can
be proud of. The soprano Maria Callas, whose
voice echoed around the world, the composer
Vangelis, winner of the Academy Award for
the soundtrack to the movie “Chariots of
Fire”, the composer and self-taught musician,
Yanni, have all proudly represented Greece in
every concert performance they have given.
Other personalities include the musician and
composer Mikis Theodorakis, the Nobel Prizewinning poets Odysseas Elytis and George
Seferis, the painter and sculptor, Domenikos
Theotokopoulos (El Greco), the author Nikos
Kazantzakis, and many others, who, with their
artistic gifts, have inspired love for Greece in
the hearts of people around the world.
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athletics
Greece is the country where the Olympic
Games began. The first Olympic Games
took place in ancient Olympia in 776BC,
hence the title.

roots in the times of the ancient Olympic
Games and is the only sport included in the
modern Games in exactly the same form a stirring reminder of their history and origin.

The Olympic Games were held in honor of
the god Zeus; athletes from all over Greece
took part and the institution flourished in the
6th and 5th centuries BC.

The Marathon race covers about 48 km,
which is the distance run by Pheidippides
from Marathon to Athens to tell the
Athenians the outcome of the battle of
Marathon against the Persians. The phrase
“We have won” (Nenikekamen) were
Pheidippides’ last words before he fell dead
from exhaustion.

The games were abandoned while under
Roman rule, only to be resurrected in 1896
in Athens, in the same spirit, governed by
ideals of fair competition, respect for fellow
athletes and games to show off athletic
prowess, in the sporting spirit.
The Marathon is considered to be the most
important of the Olympic sports. It has its

Marathon races are regularly organized
in many countries around the world, with
hundreds of participants hoping to finish the
race and prove through this achievement
their determination and strength.
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In 2004, 108 years after the first modern
Olympic Games, the Games at last
returned home. The safe and extremely
successful organization of the Games in
the true Olympic spirit was a huge triumph
for Greece.
Events were held in the Panathinaic Stadium
(Kalimarmaro) in Athens, and the stadium in
Ancient Olympia once again, a powerful
reminder of the Games of ancient times.
The Olympic Flame, which is still lit today
as part of the sacred ceremony which
takes place in ancient Olympia, in March
of each Olympiad, symbolizes the fire
stolen from Zeus by Prometheus and given
to mankind.

Located at Panepistimiou Avenue,
near Syntagma square, right in
the heart of the Historical and
Commercial Center of Athens, the
recently renovated TITANIA Hotel
creates its own “page” in the history
of Hospitality.
All rooms have sound-isolation
and offer an up-to-date integrated
communication and entertainment
system with 2 Mbps high-speed Internet
access and 8 Mbps Premium Internet
Access, LCD television, Smoovie Pay
TV which includes NOVA Satellite
TV channels, such as Nova Sports,
documentaries, international news
channels, children’s as well as music
channels. Each room has its own private
safe deposit box with a personal security
password, fully stocked mini bar, and
an independent cool/heating system.
The spacious bathrooms in the deluxe
suites include a Jacuzzi, whereas all
bathrooms are equipped with a luxury
brand of amenities.

52, Panepistimiou Ave., 106 78, Athens Greece, T: +30 210 3326000, F: +30 210 3300700
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greek hospitality
Greece is renowned for certain moral principles. Its warm hospitality
towards visitors is a defining characteristic, deeply felt, no matter
where you go.
Your visit to every island and every corner of the country is
seen as an opportunity by its people to bring you closer, make
you feel at home, and show you how important you are to
them. They will share their way of life and experiences with you
and for sure you will return home with the warmest memories
of Greek hospitality.
In many places they will treat you as if they have been expecting
you, and they won’t let you leave without having something to
eat or drink with them first. In any case, at the first opportunity,
they’ll try to persuade you to join them in dancing. How else are
you going to get to know the real Greece?!

The hospitality of the Greeks doesn’t end here. The Greek word for
hospitality is philoxenia which literally means “love of foreigners” and it
is a matter of philotimo for the Greeks. Philotimo, a word that is almost
impossible to translate, is essentially a way of life of our people. It is
considered as the highest of virtues and the philosopher Thales has
said that “Philotimo to the Greeks is like breathing. A Greek is not a
Greek without it. He might as well not be alive.” The word “philotimo”
means love for honor but in reality it is exceedingly much, much more.
It determines and regulates how someone should behave in their family
and social groups. It is mostly about respect and doing the right thing.
You will find it as you get to know the Greek people you meet
and maybe you’ll come to understand why there isn’t a very
good translation for this word in any other language!
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A Magical Luxury Mykonos Hotel

A romantic oasis where minimalist
design meets sheer relaxation, Mykonos
hotel Bill & Coo Suites and Lounge,
distinguished member of the Small Luxury
Hotels group, is a peaceful, stunning,
paradisiacal haven of luxury.
Having adopted the lovers’ expression,
“to Bill & Coo”, which means to be
affectionate and whisper endearments,
Bill & Coo boutique hotel is a heavenly
sanctuary for couples in Mykonos.
Perfectly positioned over Megali
Ammos bay, just a few minutes’ walk
from Mykonos Town, the vibrant town on
Greece’s most cosmopolitan island; Bill
& Coo boutique design hotel in Mykonos
is the perfect location from which to
view the romantic Mykonian sunsets that
envelop the Aegean Sea.
Bill & Coo’s luxury Mykonos hotel
captivates guests with expansive suites,
tranquil pool lounge and Mediterranean- Megali Ammos, Mykonos, 84600, Greece, T (+30) 22890 26292-3, F (+30) 22890 25933
inspired cuisine.
Email: info@billandcoo.gr
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islands
Part of the culture and traditions of
the country, the islands are also an
inseparable part of Greek history, and of
the country’s development today. Tens of
thousands kilometers of coastline of the
6,000 islands and uninhabited rocky islets
of our beautiful country...

The Greek islands are captivating from the
first moment you set your eyes on them.

It’s difficult to know where to start! With cosmopolitan Mykonos,
romantic Santorini, or chivalrous Rhodes? Or maybe Lefkada,
which hides many surprises, or picturesque Folegandros?

From the largest island in Greece, Crete, to the smallest rocky isle,
there is a paradise to be discovered and they all have their place
in the tourist destinations to be explored. Despite the difficult times
under various foreign invaders their population has been through,
their traditions and unique Greek identity have survived through
the ages.

The green island of Samos or captivating Skiathos? No matter where
you start it’s difficult to leave any of them out! They are all unique,
and all deserve to be mentioned…

You will undoubtedly have seen pictures of the islands in Greek and
foreign magazines, with their white houses, little stone alleys decorated
with flower pots and small chapels, shining in the sunlight surrounded
by the bluest of sparkling seas. The Greek islands are captivating - from
the first moment you set eyes on them. With castles and fortresses still
watching over their inhabitants, keeping the old traditions alive.

A perfect destination for people looking for a relaxing, peacefull
time or a cosmopolitan atmosphere, for anyone looking to discover
ancient civilizations or to admire the wonders of Greece through
the ages, for those who love water sports, or anyone looking for
new gastronomic experiences.
For everyone drawn to the islands for whatever reason, the islands
cast a magical spell. For all of you searching for a unique vacation
experience in a historic, and stunningly beautiful location...
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traditional dancing
In ancient Greece the Greeks believed that dance was a gift from
the gods so that they could forget their pain and troubles.
Each area has its own traditional dance, constituting a particular
reflection of its habitants’ heart and soul. One of the most popular
dances is that of the film “Zorba the Greek”, in which Anthony
Quinn danced a fast paced “hasapiko” style dance, now known
as the “sirtaki”, to the music of Mikis Theodorakis. The “sirtaki” isn’t
considered to be a traditional dance and it was specially created
for the movie to allow the Greek, Zorba, to show his pain, his
emotions and feelings about the difficulties of his life. The movie was
such a success though, that everyone associates Zorba’s “sirtaki”
dance with Greece.

The dances vary a lot from place to place.
You’ll find different dances in mainland Greece
and others in the islands.
“Opa” is a very common expression, heard during any Greek
traditional dance, expressing the Greek “kefi”.
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Connections - Transfers
You can reach Greece by air from
most countries in the world. The Athens
International Airport “Eleftherios Venizelos”
and the “Macedonia” Airport in Thessaloniki
receive thousands of flights every day.

need-to-know

The country also has connections by
boat to Italy, from the ports of Patras and
Igoumenitsa, whilst the Port of Piraeus, one
of the largest harbors in Europe and also
the largest port facility of the country, is
connected to international shipping routes.
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Greece has more than 5 major port facilities
and many smaller passenger ferryboat
terminals all along its coasts.
Transportation within Athens is very organized
as well. If you don’t want to move by car you
can easily take the bus, the Electric Railway,
the Tram, the Metro system or the Suburban
Railway, all of which connect every suburb
of the capital. If you want to travel to the
rest of the country there are many options
such as railway, flight, the National Bus
Company and ferryboat (high speed and
conventional) to get to your destination.

getaway to greece

Location
Greece is located in South Eastern Europe, south of the Balkan
Peninsula, in the Eastern Mediterranean. To the northwest it borders
on Albania, to the north it has borders with Bulgaria, and to the north
east with Turkey. To the south is Cyprus and the continent of Africa,
and Italy is to the west. Its coast to the east borders with Aegean
Sea, to the west with the Ionian Sea, and with the Mediterranean
to the south. Impressively enough, its coastline reaches a length of
more than 13,670 km.
Climate
Greece is a topographically diverse country so there are many
different climates. For the most part, the weather follows a typical
mediterranean climate pattern with hot, dry summers and mild rainy
winters. The country receives a lot of sunshine, for which it is rightly
famous, and prolonged stretches of rainy weather are uncommon.
There are really only two seasons in Greece: hot and dry between April
and September; mild and wet from October to March.
General Information
The language spoken is Greek, and the currency is the Euro, which
replaced the Drachma. The religion of 85% of the population is
Orthodox Christian, while Orthodox Christians and other religious
groups have harmonious relationships throughout the country.
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Thematic
Holidays

thematic holidays

There are hundreds of hotels and resorts in Greece ready to welcome
you and your family in their premises. Playgrounds, children’s pools,
specially organized beaches, uniquely designed games and activities,
special menus and even nanny services. Most of the beaches in
Greece are sandy and have shallow waters, thus safe for children.
The specially designed water parks have gigantic waterslides,
which guarantee adventure and action for children.

family holidays

Greece has thematic parks in almost all major cities, as well as
many zoos, entertainment parks and international circuses that
often visit Greece.
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meetings, incentives,
conferences &
corporate events
There is no better place to organize a
conference than the country where
Ancient Greek poets and philosophers
used to meet. Athens, Thessaloniki, Crete,
Rhodes and many other destinations are
ideal for planning a successful conference,
simply because they combine everything.
The state-of-the-art facilities and the
modern infrastructure across the country
will cover every need, satisfying even the
most demanding professionals. Combine
business with pleasure by visiting significant
archaeological sites, like the Acropolis,
Delphi and the Minoan Palaces, enjoy the
exceptional local cuisine and get in touch
with the local cultural heritage.
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Cavo Tagoo is located on the seafront and
sits nestled into a cliff side overlooking both the
Aegean Sea and the enchanting whitewashed
town of Mykonos and it is situated just 10 walking
minutes (600m) from Mykonos town.
All of its 80 rooms, suites and villas with
minimalist decor feature: adjustable air
conditioning, bathrobe and slippers,
natural bath amenities, LCD TV with both
film, sports, and satellite channels, DVD/
CD Player, hairdryer, high speed internet
access (free), international direct dial
telephone, Jacuzzi bathtub and separate
shower, magnifying mirror, private bar,
electronic safety deposit box, 200 voltage
outlets, and wake-up call service.
The bar, pool, and restaurant of Cavo
Tagoo long have been the pulse of
cognoscenti of Mykonos for their energetic
vibe, unmatched view of Mykonos town,
and scrumptious creations.
The guest of Cavo Tagoo can enjoy the
hotel’s services which include 24 hour front
desk, Baby-sitting, Concierge, Doctor on call,
Excursion suggestions and bookings, Laundry
Service, Massage Therapies, Spa Fitness Center,
Newspaper upon request, Outdoor parking,
Porter Service, Airport/Port Transfer (nominal
charge), free Wi-Fi and Hi Speed Internet
Access in public spaces.
The spa offers traditional body and
face treatments, plus chromatotherapy,
sauna, hammam, locker/changing room,
and salon services.

Cavo Tagoo Mykonos, 84 600 Greece
T: +30 22890 20100 | F: 22890 20150 | W: www.cavotagoo.gr | E: info@cavotagoo.gr

thematic holidays

luxury holidays
If you wish to live the ultimate luxurious
holidays, Greece is the place to do it. You
can rent a private jet or helicopter and
fly wherever you want, at any time. If you
don’t fancy big crowded hotels, here you
have the chance to rent a private villa,
with exclusive amenities and services and
enjoy your privacy in the comfort of your
own space, your own private pool or even
private beach! Finally, a limo with your
personal driver can take you anywhere
you want!
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shopping
Greece was never considered as a
country famous for its couture, despite
the large number of domestic designers.
Consequently the country’s market was
dominated, up until a few years ago, by
well-known international brands.
Over the past few years though, Greek
designers have become known abroad for
their fresh ideas and products, continuously
gaining the attention of the local as well as
the international markets.
One of the most famous is the brand
Ancient Greek Sandals, which overwhelms
the Hollywood stars.
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yachting & sailing

If your hobby is to sail with your private boat or yacht, then Greece
is definitely your ideal destination. With thousands of islands and
islets to choose from, the possibilities are endless. Either with your
own boat or with a rented yacht, visit the small picturesque or
bigger cosmopolitan ports and explore the beauties of each island.
This way you will have the chance to swim in secluded beaches,
isolated coves and dive in incredible bays. Feel independent and
find the peace your soul desires.
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Divani Apollon Palace & Thalasso, 10 Ag. Nikolaou & Iliou Str., 166 71 Athens - Vouliagmeni,
GreeceTel. +30 210 8911100 | Fax. +30 210 9658010 | Email: info@divaniapollon.gr

Divani Apollon Palace & Thalasso
is a proud member of the Leading
Hotels of the World and has also been
awarded the five star diamond award
for its excellence in service, offering
an impressive variety of services
and facilities in a great location and
exemplifying luxurious hospitality.
Each one of the hotel’s rooms offer
the chance to our guest to see the sea
in all panoramic direction with a front
row seat to the Saronic spectacle:
exuberant sun rising, romantic sunsets
and the never ending of azure blue!
Guests enjoy beautiful bay views,
the pleasure of our private beach
and our award winning SPA, Divani
Athens Spa & Thalasso Center...
the soul of our resort. Here, the
timeless Greek traditions of wellness,
such as thalassotherapy and the
balance of body and spirit are
revived. Treatments are tailored to
your personal needs, ensuring an
experience of the highest quality.

thematic holidays

spa & medical tourism
Hot springs & natural spa

Medical care

Hot springs, spas, thalassotherapy, mud therapy and alternative
treatments are available in many places in Greece, where you can
combine your holidays with all the options above. The most wellknown destination, ideal for medicinal tourism, is Edipsos in Euboea.
There are also many hot springs in Mountainous Pella, Samothraki,
Kythnos, Loutraki, Sidirocastro in the prefecture of Serres, Rhodes,
Kos, Lefkada, Ikaria and Kylini.

Greece is where the first therapies and researchs of western Medicine
were practiced, with Hippocrates and Asclepius discovering new
ways of healing and treating several illnesses, setting the grounds
for the evolution of this field.
Over the years, the country created the ideal conditions for the
further development of medicine and consequently medical
tourism. The contemporary infrastructure of the hospitals and the
exceptional personnel, make Greece ideal to visit for a treatment
or for cosmetic surgery.
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weddings & events
Santorini, Mykonos, Zakynthos, Pelion, Skopelos, Corfu, Rhodes
and Crete are always top destinations for romantic weddings and
spectacular events. The Greek scenery is fairytale like. Dazzling
white, exciting blue, romantic ambiance, breathtaking views,
amazing sunsets, long sandy beaches, verandas literally hanging on
the steep cliffs, isolated chapels, secluded coves and the famous
Greek tradition is the ideal canvas for a unique ceremony.
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cultural tourism
Greece is the cradle of western civilization.
Monuments of world cultural heritage,
archaeological sites, museums with 5.000
years old exhibits, modern art exhibitions,
sculptures, ancient cities, birthplace of
iconic figures…

Greece is a country rich in history and culture, proving
continuously that the life’s work and achievements of the
ancient Greeks have been the base for everything known to
the western world: medicine, physics, astronomy, mathematics,
politics, art, architecture and most of all, philosophy…
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For those who seek a serene religious
holiday’s destination, Greece is the answer.
At the island of Patmos, Saint John wrote
the last book of the New Testament, the
Apocalypse, while in Corinth Apostle Paul
introduced Greeks to Christianity. People
from all over the world choose Greece, in
order to follow the path of Apostle Paul in
Greece, while spreading Jesus’s message.

pilgrim tourism
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Literally, thousands of churches scattered
around the country unveil the spread
of this religion, but also that Greeks truly
believe in it. Exceptional monasteries,
religious museums, chapels carved in
rocks, churches in remote places, built by
monks who carried the building materials
themselves on top of hills, steep cliffs and
mountains.

thematic holidays

gastronomy
Gastronomic tourism is widely popular here
in Greece, simply because this land has
a big agricultural production, as well as
fresh fish and meat. Additionally, the Greek
cuisine is internationally known for healthy
but delicious flavors in every recipe. From
the Greek salad to pastitsio and moussaka
and from gourmet dishes to seafood,
Greece speaks her own food language.
Bread, locally produced cheese, a wide
selection of wine labels, ouzo, virgin olive
oil, fruit and vegetables… Rich flavors for
unique gastronomic delights!
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entertainment
The vigorous night life in Greece is known all
over the world. They say that Athens is the
city that never sleeps. Mykonos is the island
where fun never stops. Parties never end in
Crete. All that put Greece on top of the most
popular destinations for entertainment and
fun. Theatrical shows, movies, operas, bars,
clubs, cafes, Greek music, beach parties,
local events with singing and dancing,
concerts etc.
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Greece truly combines everything. Where else would you be able to
go swimming and then cross a gorge, go canoeing, kitesurfing and
horseback riding? Go rafting and trekking and then hike, scuba diving
and bird watching? Imposing mountain ranges, gorges, deep forests,
protected areas, national parks, rivers, streams, caves, volcanic soil,
interesting seabed, amazing beaches, plains, valleys and hills. Here you
will have the chance to get in touch with pure and unspoiled nature,
during your winter or summer holidays. Just choose a destination and
bring your good spirits with you. The rest is up to Greece…

ecotourism
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winter holidays
Greece is not just about sea, sun, islands
and secluded beaches. The winter
destinations are probably more than the
summer ones! During the winter, the wildly
beautiful mountains dress up in white,
welcoming those who love this season.
Warm, traditional guesthouses, picturesque
villages, cozy taverns, trails, rivers and
streams ideal for rafting, the opportunity
for an abundance of activities are some
of the reasons that urge winter vacationers
to visit Greece. At the same time, the 19
ski centers, most of which are open from
the end of November until the beginning
of May, contribute to the country’s growth
and constitute one of the reasons why so
many tourists are visiting Greece from all
over the world during the winter.
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The carnivals of Rio and Venice are not the only ones, known for
originality, inspiration and creativity. Many cities in Greece organize
annual fiestas –with Patras’ being the most renowned one-,
reflecting the humor, the fun, the creativity and the sarcasm of the
locals. The famous Greek hospitality is what makes each carnival
special, no matter where it takes place.

carnivals
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casino
Greece, being known for the warm
hospitality and the excellent tourism
infrastructure, has also many casinos for the
gambling lovers. The most known ones are
in Loutraki, Athens, Patras’, Corfu, Rhodes,
Syros, Chalkidiki and Xanthi. Each one offers
a great variety of games and of course
excellent service.
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Athens

Supreme location. Affordable luxury.
Exceptional, personalized service.
Our mission is to delight our upscale
guests with an exceptional experience
in the unique historical center of our
city by offering luxury accommodation
with magnificent view, combining
professional high quality service with
a warm welcoming environment. A
stay in our hotel is a journey through
the high quality and warmth of our
hospitality. All our well trained and
dedicated staff’s efforts are for our
guests to feel special and leave our
premises with fulfilled expectations
and unforgettable memories
This is the philosophy behind
NJV Athens Plaza, one of the best
downtown Athens hotels.
With 162 fabulous guestrooms, 18
luxurious suites, a classy restaurant,
bar, lounges, a fully equipped
conference center and high quality
services, amenities and standards,
NJV Athens Plaza is the ideal choice
for a short or a long-term stay in the
commercial and business center of
Athens, on Syntagma square.

A Landmark Property in the Historic
Center of Athens

N.J.V. ATHENS PLAZA 2, Vas. Georgiou A’, Constitution Square (Syntagma), 105 64 Athens, Greece
Phone: +30 210 33 52 400 | Fax: +30 210 32 37 185
Email: sales@njvathensplaza.gr Website: www.njvathensplaza.gr

athens

athens

From 5.000 BC to present,
a global landmark
The history of Athens goes way back
in time. The city took its name from its
patron goddess Athena after a legendary
contest with Poseidon. Each of the two
gods provided Athenians with a gift and
Athena won by creating the olive tree
that symbolizes peace and prosperity.
The Classical Period was a period of
prosperity for many city-states in Greece,
but specifically during the Golden Age
and under Pericles’ administration,
Athens experienced a cultural booming,
that later defined the foundations of the
Western European Culture. Visitors will get
the chance to see the monuments, the
sights, the historical neighborhoods and
the museums and get in touch with the
city’s glorious past.
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Acropolis
The Sacred Rock. The architectural wonder.
A high aesthetics masterpiece. Acropolis
could actually be the only reason for you to
visit Athens. Propylaea, the colossal entrance,
open the doors to Ancient Greece and
welcome everybody to the Parthenon, the
Erechtheion and the Temple of Athena Nike.
Enjoy, admire and respect this monumental
wonder of Ancient Greece and feel the
special energy of the ancient rock that
protects Athens since 432 BC
The new Acropolis Museum
Since June 2009, the new Acropolis Museum
is the pride of the city. State-of-the-art
technology, impressive modern architecture,
more than 4.000 exhibits, from the Neolithic
Era until the Middle Ages. During construction,
a vast archaeological site was discovered.
On the ground floor of the museum, as well
as in the courtyard, there are glass floors,
from where you can admire the remnants
of the ancient city, which was recently
revealed. Even though it opened in just 2009,
the museum has already attracted millions of
visitors from all over the world and has been
awarded multiple times ever since!
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The Filopappou hill
This is a location of extreme historical
importance. An exceptional place that
enjoys a wonderful view of the Acropolis,
Salamina island, Athens and the surrounding
mountains. During the summer, this hill
transforms into a live theater, where dancers
with traditional costumes perform numerous
Greek folk dances.
Walking down the Filopappou Hill, you will
find yourself in the foot of Pnyka, where the
greatest philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle
and Socrates were gathering and discussing…
Monastiraki
This is one of the oldest neighborhoods
in Athens and the place where ancient
Athenians used to meet. A huge flea
market is daily open here, in the main
pedestrian streets, where you can find
anything you can think of. Lots of small
stores, selling from old coins and stamps
collections to antique and jewelry
create an ambiance very different than
anywhere else in Athens. Find small
treasures and objects that old Athenians
used or simple souvenirs and take a
part of Greece with you. Don’t forget to
bargain the prices!
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Eternal elegance at the heart of
Europe’s historic capital

Hotel Grande Bretagne, a Luxury Collection Hotel, Athens
Syntagma Square 10564 – Athens – Greece T: 210 33 30 000 | F: 210 32 28 034
W: grandebretagne.gr | E: info.gb@starwoodhotels.com

Located in the heart of Athens and
within walking distance of exclusive
shopping areas and museums, Hotel
Grande Bretagne enjoys the ideal
location in the city center. This eight
story19th-century building exudes
wealth and refinement from the
first impression, while it has been
repeatedly awarded by significant
international communities.
With meticulous attention to detail,
the 320 rooms and suites marry
charming old-world elegance with
state-of-the-art facilities, whereas the
61 suites enjoy additional benefits
including personalised Butler Service.
Guests can indulge themselves
within the renowned GB Spa and
experience the utmost dining service
within the GB Roof Garden, the Winter
Garden, the Alexander’s Bar or the
Alexander’s Cigar Lounge.
It would be a miss not to mention
that within easy walking distance are
the Parthenon, Plaka, the Ancient
Agora, ‘Monastiraki Flea Market’,
the Lycabettus Hill, and the Original
Olympic Stadium.

athens

The Parliament and the Constitution Square
The Square is named after the Constitution that the first King of
Greece Otto was obliged to grant, after a popular and military
uprising on September 3, 1843. It is located in front of the 19th
century Old Royal Palace, housing the Greek Parliament since
1934. Constitution (Syntagma) Square is the most important square
of modern Athens from both a historical and social point of view, at
the epicenter of commercial activity and Greek politics.

Overlooking the building, you will see a Monument which
is dedicated to the Unknown Soldier. Two guards, dressed
in traditional Greek costumes, are standing still, protecting
the Monument. These guards are always chosen among the
prestigious Special Forces team.
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Kallimarmaron stadium

The Happy Train

During your stay in Athens, don’t miss the chance to visit
the Panathinaikon (Kallimarmaron) stadium, where the first
contemporary Olympic Games took place. The stadium was built
according to the architecture of the Ancient Stadium of Olympia,
where the first ever Olympic Games took place in 776 BC

Get the chance to see the most popular and significant monuments
of the city, having fun while on board the Happy Train. The train’s
route crosses Acropolis, Monastiraki, Plaka, Thiseio, the National
Library, the University of Athens, the Presidential Mansion, the Arch
of Hadrian, Zappeion and many more.
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Sounio
In a beautiful location about 50 km from
Athens, visitors will get the chance to admire
the truly spectacular Temple of Poseidon,
which is located in Sounio. Atop of a hill, it
dominates the scenery and enjoys a unique
location. Try to visit it during a full moon. Sit
by the rocks; feel the sea breeze on your skin
and wait until the moon rises. The temple will
be filled with the light and the sea will reflect
your every thought.
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40th km Athens-Sounion Ave. 190 10 Lagonissi-Attica-Greece
T: +30 22910 76000 F: +30 22910 24514 www.grandresort.gr www.helioshotels.gr
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An exclusive luxury resort set in 72
acres of a lush green private peninsula
with numerous idyllically spread
magical sandy coves and encircled
by the blue waters of the Aegean Sea.
The award-winning resort, extends
its natural beauty in its design and
offers the finest contemporary luxuries
and services. A perfectly designed
sanctuary for those looking for a
relaxing holiday, this tranquil resort
gives you the opportunity to enjoy the
ultimate in accommodation, dining
and leisure activities thus are making it
a complete and exclusive destination.
Located 50 minutes from the vibrant
Athens city, 15 minutes from Athens
International
Airport
“Eleftherios
Venizelos”, 60 minutes from major
Piraeus Ferry Port & 30 minutes from
Lavrion Ferry Port.
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Mikrolimano
This is a small picturesque marina,
with hundreds of sailing boats and
amphitheatrically built beautiful houses,
only a few kilometers away from the city
center. In Mikrolimano you will feel like you
are in an island. The sea breeze will ease
your stroll and the view will sweep you
away. Try one of the taverns or the luxurious
restaurants for fresh fish and ouzo or wine.
Alternatively, enjoy your coffee or drink in
one of the numerous cafes or bars, gazing
at the fabulous view.
Mount Lycabettus
Mount Lycabettus, at 277 meters (908 feet)
above sea level, is the highest point in the
city that surrounds it. Pine trees cover its
base, and at its peak are the 19th century
Chapel of St. George, a restaurant and a
large open-air theater which has housed
many Greek and International concerts. The
hill is a popular tourist destination and can
be ascended by the Lycabettus Funicular,
a funicular railway which climbs the hill
from a lower terminus at Kolonaki. Popular
stories suggest it was once the refuge of
wolves, possibly explaining the origin of
its name (which means “the one (the hill)
that is walked by wolves”). Myth has it that
goddess Athena dropped a mountain she
had been carrying for the construction of
the Acropolis and thus created Lycabettus.
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festivals & cultural
events
Athens has a lot of multiplexes where various cultural events take
place all year round. Some of them were athletic premises of 2004
Olympic Games and now serve as theaters.
The Badminton Theater is used for theatrical shows, recitals and
concerts and it’s considered one of the biggest ones in Athens. The
Athens Concert Hall is considered one of the most upscale cultural
centers in Europe, with state-of-the-art equipment and luxurious
premises. The acoustics in each one of its rooms are amazing, as
it is acknowledged by the public and numerous renowned artists.
The Greek National Opera annually presents a plethora of operas,
ballets, operettas, shows for children and international recitals.
The Piraeus Municipal Theater, in the center of the homonymous
suburb, is one of the best in the Balkans. The Veakeion Municipal
Theater is located in one of the most beautiful neighborhoods of
Piraeus, Kastella.
The National Gallery hosts more than 15.000 works of art, like
paintings, sculptures, statues and also periodical collections. It has
been the vault of Greek art since the Post Byzantine Era. If you are in
Athens during the summer months, you should definitely check out
the Athens Festival, with cultural events (operas, theatrical shows,
concerts and exhibitions) in the Odeon of Herodes Atticus, the
Athens Concert Hall and elsewhere.
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Your private Mediterranean peninsula, just
minutes away from Athens’ city center.
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This is the Athenian Riviera’s pink
diamond.
This gorgeous 75-acre pine dotted
private peninsula surrounded by the
azure palette of the Mediterranean, is
the spectacular setting of the Astir Palace Resort, the most magical destination for every traveller.
Ideally located 20 minutes from the
Athens International Airport, the Athens’ city center and the port of Piraeus, the resort includes two hotels,
the Arion, a Luxury Collection Resort
& Spa and The Westin Athens, combining endless recreational facilities,
gourmet dining possibilities and the
most exclusive and privileged services.
Unwind in your bungalow in ultimate
privacy, relax on your room’s veranda
facing an endless expanse of blue
and enjoy your swim in any of the resort’s sandy beaches and swimming
pools with crystal clear waters.
And your every need is anticipated,
with all the comforts you expect from
a world-class resort.
Email astir.reservations@astir.gr | Phone +30 210 8902000 | Fax +30 210 8962582
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There is a great number of museums you
can visit in Athens such as the National
Archaeological Museum, the Byzantine
Museum, the Benaki Museum, the Cycladic
Art Museum, the Goulandris National History
Museum, the Nomismatic Museum and
many more.

museums
caves
lakes

Additionally, few kilometers off the city, you
can visit the Marathon Lake, which is the main
water supply for Athens. Most importantly, the
city of Marathon has a historical significance,
since this is where the Battle of Marathon took
place in 490 BC, during the first Persian invasion
of Greece. The battle was the culmination of
the first attempt by Persia, under King Darius
I, to subjugate Greece, but the Greek army
decisively defeated the Persians, marking
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a turning point in the Greco-Persian Wars.
The battle is perhaps now more famous as
the inspiration for the marathon race. The
legend of the Greek messenger Pheidippides
running to Athens with the news of the victory
became the inspiration for this athletic event,
introduced at the 1896 Athens Olympics, and
originally run between Marathon and Athens.
Finally, you could visit the Lake of
Vouliagmeni where the water is warm and
medicinal, curing arthritis and other similar
illnesses. It is said that this Lake is haunted
and that inside there is a huge cave, with
daedal passages underneath the entire
city! The Cave is about 80 meters deep and
4 km long and has been the object of study
and research.

athens

entertainment
Nightlife
Athens has an intense, dynamic nightlife. After
sunset, the cafes transform into bars and the
clubs get jam packed. Everybody will soon
be dancing, or at least rhythmically moving
to the sound music. For a wild time, you can
either go to a club or to a live stage, with Greek
or international music. During the winter the
major bars and clubs are in the city’s center.
However, during the summer months –starting
from May- they all move by the water, along
the Athenian coastline –from Pireaus to Varkiza.
There you will find huge night clubs with live
music or guest DJs from all over the world.
Don’t forget to go to Bouzoukia where live
bands and nationally famous Greek singers
perform, making the crowds dance on the
tables and throw flowers!
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Divani Apollon Palace & Thalasso, 10 Ag. Nikolaou & Iliou Str., 166 71 Athens - Vouliagmeni,
GreeceTel. +30 210 8911100 | Fax. +30 210 9658010 | Email: info@divaniapollon.gr

Divani Apollon Palace & Thalasso
is a proud member of the Leading
Hotels of the World and has also been
awarded the five star diamond award
for its excellence in service, offering
an impressive variety of services
and facilities in a great location and
exemplifying luxurious hospitality.
Each one of the hotel’s rooms offer
the chance to our guest to see the sea
in all panoramic direction with a front
row seat to the Saronic spectacle:
exuberant sun rising, romantic sunsets
and the never ending of azure blue!
Guests enjoy beautiful bay views,
the pleasure of our private beach
and our award winning SPA, Divani
Athens Spa & Thalasso Center...
the soul of our resort. Here, the
timeless Greek traditions of wellness,
such as thalassotherapy and the
balance of body and spirit are
revived. Treatments are tailored to
your personal needs, ensuring an
experience of the highest quality.
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Just for fun
If you are up for a high adrenaline rush, visit Allou Fun Park, the thematic
entertainment park, in Rendi. You will find many interactive games,
roller coasters, skills games, the panoramic wheel, which is the
biggest in Greece, the amazing STAR FLYER and the new 4D Gate,
which projects educational and entertainment movies in 4D! Right
next to Allou Fun Park, parents and their kids can find Allou Kid Park,
which is strictly for children!
Casino
On the very top of Parnitha –the highest mountain in Attica-, the
Regency Casino Mont Parnes is welcoming all gambling enthusiasts!
A luxurious hotel built in the uniquely beautiful National Park and
oldest Casino of the city offers numerous games and has impeccable
service, 24/7.
What’s more, less than 80 km away from the city center, the Club Hotel
Casino Loutraki gaming halls have 80 tables and 1000 slot machines,
offering the most modern and exciting games. Enjoy its perfectly
equipped VIP room that has been created to meet the needs of even
the most demanding players. The Casino is open 24/7.
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Shopping
If you enjoy shopping, Athens offers everything your heart might desire.
If you are into haute couture and international brands visit Kolonaki,
the most stylish area in Athens. Greek and international fashion brands,
prestigious boutiques, high aesthetics stores, impressive jewelry shops, of
both local and foreign designers.
In Attica Department Stores at the city center and Golden Hall at
Marousi you may find many internationally famous brands while
in Athens Metro Mall at Aghios Dimitrios and The Mall Athens at
Marousi, you may find lots of products in a lower budget.
At the pedestrian streets of Monastiraki and Plaka (mainly form the
historical center of the city), you can explore the big market, which
includes stores with ethnic clothes, accessories, handmade jewelry,
furniture, used books, souvenirs, antiques, handmade rosaries, food
and spices. All the narrow paved streets are crowded, especially
during the summer months.
Ermou Street, one of the main shopping roads of the center,
together with the nearby streets, forms the well-known commercial
hub of the city.
Piraeus also has many stores and every Sunday, there is a bazaar,
where everybody can sell or buy whatever they want: clothes, food,
trinkets, exotic artifacts, birds, utensils, kitchenware, accessories, books,
magazines, vinyl discs, military attires and so much more.
Major shopping areas may also be found in Glyfada, Kifisia and
N. Psychiko.
Shopping tips: You can enjoy Tax Free shopping in most of the big
department stores in Athens. Just look for the relevant sign in the
counters or outside the stores.
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Dining

For a coffee

You will be so impressed with this city’s vigorous life. Taste the
ever famous Greek Souvlaki and other traditional Greek flavors in
picturesque taverns in Plaka, Monastiraki, Thiseion and Psiri!

Greeks love their coffee and they can enjoy it any time of the
day! Live like a Greek and enjoy your coffee or frappe, at a café
anywhere in town. Frappe is basically instant coffee with sugar or
milk –or neither, shaken with cold water and ice. It’s considered a
Greek trademark, especially during the summer.

If you are looking for gourmet cuisine Athens offers plenty of choices,
having awarded restaurants with international cuisines such as
Modern Greek, Italian, French, Arabic, Mexican, Japanese and
other Asian flavors. Halal, the special way of animal slaughtering, is
used in some Greek restaurants.
Restaurants in Greece are open until very late, giving visitors the
chance to eat whenever they want. It seems that there are no time
limits, as opposed to other European countries, where everything
pretty much closes around 9-10 pm.
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Transportation
The construction of the Athenian Metro initial line took quite some time
to be completed, due to the constant discovery of ancient monuments
and new archeological findings. Nevertheless, the Greek subway is
now one of the cleanest, most comfortable and safe in the world,
while the schedule new extended lines will connect the entire city,
once completed. Along with the train, the tram, the suburban railway,
the bus and trolley lines, any visitor can go practically anywhere in
Athens and the suburbia, without the need of a taxi or a car.
If you wish to leave the city for a while, you can visit one or more
nearby islands, either by ferry (on a high speed or conventional
boat) from the ports of Piraeus, Lavrion or Rafina or by plane to
some farther located ones.

If you are planning on driving, choose Attiki Odos, which is an
impressive highway connecting many Athenian suburbs.
The taxis are yellow and you can stop one just about anywhere you
stand simply by raising your hand, or by calling at specific numbers,
that can be found in any phone book. Don’t be surprised if they
accept another passenger during your ride.
Taxi beat and other taxi’s applications are commonly known and
used in Athens for better service in the regular prices.
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one day tours
Athens sightseeing

A night out in Athens

This tour gives you the opportunity to observe
the striking contrasts that make Athens such
a fascinating city, such as the Panathenaic
Stadium, the Prime Minister’s residence
(Maximos Mansion) guarded by the Evzones in
their colorful uniform, the Temple of Olympian
Zeus, Hadrian’s Arch, the Parliament and
the memorial to the Unknown Soldier, the
Academy, the University, the National Library,
the Constitution Square (Syntagma). On the
Acropolis visit the Architectural Masterpieces
of the Golden Age of Athens: The Propylaea,
the Temple of Athena Nike, the Erechtheion
and finally “the harmony between material
and spirit”, the monument that “puts order in
the mind”, the Parthenon. Continue and visit
the place where the statues found their home
at last and admire the wonders of the classical
era: the new Acropolis museum.

Your evening begins with a short panoramic
drive through the City Center and at the
slope of the sacred hill you will be able to see,
admire and take photos of the illuminated
Acropolis. Then a pleasant walk through the
narrow picturesque streets of Plaka, the old
city, will bring you at a typical Greek tavern
where you will enjoy your dinner following
a floor show with live music and Greek Folk
Dances in traditional costumes.
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Cape Sounion afternoon tour

Delphi

Drive along the coastal road, passing the wonderful beaches of
Glyfada, Vouliagmeni and Varkiza to the southernmost point of
Attica, Cape Sounion, where the white marble pillars of the Temple
of Poseidon stand. On the way, you have a splendid view of the
Saronic Gulf and the little islands offshore. After visiting the Temple of
Poseidon, you have time to walk at leisure on the rocky promontory
of Sounion.

Drive through the fertile plain of Boeotia, crossing the town of Thebes
linked with the tragedy of King Oedipus - Levadia and Arachova
(short stop on the way back). Arrive in Delphi, the center of Ancient
World - the “Omphalos” (Navel of Earth). Visit the Treasury of the
Athenians, the Temple of Apollo and the Museum containing such
masterpieces of Ancient Greek sculptures as the bronze Charioteer
and the famous athlete Agias. Lunch in the modern village of
Delphi, return to Athens by the same route.
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Argolis

Ancient Corinth

Leave by the coastal road along the Saronic Gulf to the Corinth
Canal, which connects the Aegean Sea to the Ionian Sea. Drive to
Mycenae. Visit the Lion Gate, the Cyclopean Walls, and the Royal
Tombs e.t.c. Depart to Nafplio through the fertile plain of Argolis,
the picturesque town nestling at the foot of a cliff crowned by the
mighty ramparts of the Palamidi Fortress, leave for Epidaurus, to visit
the Theater (4th century BC)

Leave Athens and drive south west until you reach the Corinth
Canal which connects the Aegean Sea with the Ionian Sea. Drive
on and visit the ancient town of Corinth where St. Paul lived and
preached for two years. The remains of the city, which include
the Agora (market place) and Apollo’s Temple (6th century BC)
clearly show how rich and important Corinth was in Ancient Times.
A short stop at the Site of the Ancient Port of Cehries, where St. Paul
disembarked, will conclude the visit.
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Hydra – Poros – Aegina
Cruise to the Saronic Islands of Poros, Hydra and Aegina including lunch on board and
Greek Show. In the morning we take you by bus, from Athens to Piraeus for your embarkation
to the cruise boat.
At: 08.30 depart to Hydra, where we arrive at: 11.45. Here you have free time for a walk or
a swim.
At: 13.30 embarkation and sail for Aegina past through Poros and the seashore of
Peloponnese. The lunch will be served during the voyage.
At: 15.30 we arrive at Aegina where you have time for a swim. Optional excursion, by bus,
to the well preserved Temple of Afea.
At: 18.00 embarkation for the voyage of return to the port. Arrive in Piraeus, late in the
afternoon
You are also welcome to try one of our multi-day tours in Greece, combining the above
destinations and even adding more!
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two days tours

Delphi - Meteora Monasteries

Delphi

1st day: Leave for Delphi via Thebes, Levadia
and the picturesque village of Arachova, on
the slopes of Mount Parnassus, arrive in Delphi
and visit the Archaeological Site. After the
visit, depart for Kalabaka, passing through
picturesque villages and towns of Central
Greece. Dinner and overnight.

1st day: Drive through the fertile plain of
Boeotia, crossing the towns of Thebes, Levadia
and Arachova arrive in Delphi, the center of
the Ancient World. On the slopes of Mount
Parnassus, in a landscape of unparalleled
beauty and majesty, lie the ruins of the
Sanctuary of Apollo Pythios. Visit the Treasury
of the Athenians, the Temple of Apollo and
the Museum containing such masterpieces
of Ancient Greek sculptures as the bronze
Charioteer.Afternoon free. Dinner. Overnight.

2nd day: Visit Meteora and enjoy a unique
and most impressive scenery with ageless
Monasteries, containing priceless historical and
religious treasures, standing between earth
and sky atop huge rocks. Return to Athens via
Trikala, Lamia, Thermopylae (short stop to see
across the road the statue of Leonidas). Arrive
in Athens early in the evening.
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2nd day: The whole morning is free for you to
see more of the ragged grandeur of Delphi
and take photographs to remind you of its
beauty. Return to Athens by the same route.

athens

Argolis
Participants in this tour will have an afternoon and a morning free
in order to see more of the picturesque town of Nafplio that the
Venetians called «Naples of Greece»
1st day: Corinth Canal - Mycenae (visit & lunch) - Nafplio, afternoon
free. Overnight.
2nd day: Nafplio - Epidaurus (visit) - return to Athens.
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multiday tours
Prehistory, the Classical
period, Roman domination,
the Byzantine Empire, the
Crusades and Modern times:
Greece through the centuries
will unfold before you on this
three days tour.

Three Days tours – Classical Tour
1st day: Leave by the coastal road to the
Corinth Canal (short stop). Drive on and
visit the Theater of Epidaurus, famous for its
remarkable acoustics. Then proceed to the
town of Nafplio (short photo stop), drive on
to Mycenae and visit the Archaeological Site
and the Tomb of Agamemnon. Then depart
for Olympia through Central Peloponnese
and the towns of Tripolis and Megalopolis.
Overnight in Olympia, the cradle of the
Olympic Games. (Dinner).
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2nd day: In the morning visit the
archaeological site with the Sanctuary of
Olympian Zeus, the Ancient Stadium and
the Archaeological Museum. Then drive on
through the plains of Elis and Achaia until
the magnificent bridge which is crossing
the Corinthian Bay from Rion to Antirion.
Pass by the picturesque towns of Nafpaktos
(Lepanto) and Itea, arrive in Delphi.
Overnight. (Dinner).
3rd day: In the morning visit the
archaeological site and the Museum.
A couple of hours free in Delphi before
departing and drive through the village
of Arachova, renowned for its colorful
rugs and carpets. Return to Athens via
Levadia and Thebes. Arrive in Athens
early in the evening.

athens

Four Days tours – Classical Tour with Meteora
1st day: Leave by the coastal road to the Corinth Canal (short
stop). Drive on and visit the Theater of Epidaurus, famous for its
remarkable acoustics. Then proceed to the town of Nafplio (short
photo stop), drive on to Mycenae and visit the Archaeological Site
and the Tomb of Agamemnon. Then depart for Olympia through
Central Peloponnese and the towns of Tripolis and Megalopolis.
Overnight in Olympia, the cradle of the Olympic Games. (Dinner).
2nd day: In the morning visit the Archaeological Site with the
Sanctuary of Olympian Zeus, the Ancient Stadium and the
Archaeological Museum. Then drive on through the plains of Elis and
Achaia until the magnificent bridge which is crossing the Corinthian
Bay from Rion to Antirion. Pass by the picturesque towns of Nafpaktos
(Lepanto) and Itea, arrive in Delphi. Overnight. (Dinner).
3rd day: In the morning visit the Archaeological Site and the
Museum. Depart for Kalabaka, a small town stated at the foot of
the astonishing complex of Meteora, gigantic rocks. Overnight.
(Dinner).
4th day: Visit Meteora, among striking scenery, perched on top of
huge rocks which seem to be suspended in mid-air, stand ageless
Monasteries, where you can see exquisite specimens of Byzantine
art. Return to Athens via Trikala, Lamia, Thermopylae (short stop to
see across the road the statue of Leonidas). Arrive in Athens early
in the evening.
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Five Days tours – Northern Greece
1st day: Drive through the lush plain of Boeotia region, pass by
the towns of Thebes, Levadia and via the picturesque village of
Arachova, arrive in Delphi and visit the Archaeological Site. Depart
for Kalabaka, a small town situated at the foot of the astonishing
complex of Meteora, those gigantic rocks that rise steep from the
plain of Thessaly. (Dinner and overnight)

2nd day: Visit Meteora: perched on top of huge rocks, which seem
to be suspended in mid-air, stand ageless Monasteries, where
you can see exquisite specimens of Byzantine art. Depart from
Kalabaka, drive through the striking plain of Thessaly and the Valley
of Tempi, and admire the gigantic figure of Mount Olympus, the
highest mountain in Greece and home of the 12 gods in Greek
Mythology. Arrival at Thessaloniki, the second largest and the most
vibrant city in Greece. (Dinner and overnight)
3rd day: In the morning visit the city that throughout the era of the
Byzantine Empire was the «co-reigning» city, second in population
and prestige only to Constantinople. Visit unique monuments and
feel the glorious Byzantine past in some of the oldest and most
characteristic churches of the Christian world as well as in the
Museum of Byzantine Culture, awarded with the Council of Europe’s
Museum Prize for the year 2005. Rest of the day is free to enjoy time
in the lively center of the city. (Dinner and overnight)
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4th day: Depart in the morning for a unique approach to historical
Macedonia. First stop at picturesque Edessa where we see the
town’s famous landmark, the waterfalls. Then proceed to Naousa,
a site of exceptional beauty and importance: Aristotle’s School, the
picturesque site where the great philosopher taught ‘the doctrines
of morals and politics’ to Alexander the Great and the Macedonian
youth. Then drive to Vergina (ancient Aigai), to live the experience
of a visit to the unique Museum, created in the Great Tumulus
covering the royal tombs of Macedonia. See the astonishing findings
from the tomb of King Phillip II, Alexander’s father, and feel the thrill
of one of the greatest discoveries of the 20th century. In only a few
miles away is Veria (Biblical Beroea) and you can visit Saint Paul’s

preaching and then stroll through the old Jewish neighborhood
and the colorful market area. A walk in a city where past is present
and around. Return to Thessaloniki. (Dinner and overnight)
5th day: Drive to Pella, the capital of Alexander the Great. See the
exquisite floor mosaics of the 4th century BC villas, in situ as well
as in the new Museum. Then proceed and visit the Archaeological
Park of Dion (sacred city of the Macedonians, at the foot of Mount
Olympus). After the visit we shall start driving south and through
Thessaly, Lamia, Thermopylae (see the statue of Leonidas) and
Thebes, arrive in Athens late in the afternoon.
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Seven Days tour – Grand Tour of Greece
7 days - 6 nights’ tour.
1st day: Leave by the coastal road to the Corinth Canal (short
stop). Drive on and visit the Theater of Epidaurus famous for its
remarkable acoustics. Then proceed to the Town of Nafplio (short
stop) drive on to Mycenae and visit the Archaeological Site and the
Tomb of Agamemnon. Then depart for Olympia through Central
Peloponnese and the towns of Tripolis and Megalopolis. Arrive
at Olympia, cradle of the ancient Olympic Games. (Dinner and
overnight).
2nd day: In the morning visit the Archaeological Site with the sanctuary
of Olympian Zeus, the Ancient Stadium and the Archaeological
Museum. Then drive on through the plains of Elis and Achaia until the
magnificent bridge which is crossing the Corinthian Bay from Rion to
Antirion. Pass by the picturesque towns of Nafpaktos (Lepanto) and
Itea, arrive in Delphi. (Dinner and overnight).
3rd day: In the morning visit the Archaeological Site and the Museum
of Delphi. Depart for Kalabaka, a small town situated at the foot of
the astonishing complex of the Meteora, those gigantic rocks that
rise steep from the plain of Thessaly. (Dinner and overnight).
4th day: Visit Meteora: perched on top of huge rocks, which seem to
be suspended in mid-air, stand ageless Monasteries, where you can
see exquisite specimens of Byzantine art. Depart from Kalabaka,
drive through the striking plain of Thessaly and the Valley of Tempi,
and admire the gigantic figure of Mount Olympus, the highest
mountain in Greece and home of the 12 gods in Greek Mythology.
Arrival at Thessaloniki,the second largest and the most vibrant city
in Greece. (Dinner and overnight)
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5th day: In the morning visit the city that throughout the era of
the Byzantine Empire was «co-reigning», second in population
and prestige only to Constantinople. Visit unique monuments and
feel the glorious Byzantine past in some of the oldest and most
characteristic churches of the Christian world as well as in the
Museum of Byzantine Culture, awarded with the Council of Europe’s
Museum Prize for the year 2005. Rest of the day is free, to enjoy time
in the lively center of the city. (Dinner and overnight).
6th day: Depart in the morning for a unique approach to the
historical Macedonia. First stop at picturesque Edessa where we
see the town’s famous landmark, the waterfalls. Then proceed to
Naousa, to a site of exceptional beauty and importance: Aristotle’s
School, the picturesque site where the great philosopher taught
‘the doctrines of morals and politics’ to Alexander the Great and
the Macedonian youth. Then drive to Vergina (ancient Aigai), to
live the experience of a visit to the unique Museum, created in
the Great Tumulus covering the royal tombs of Macedonia. See
the astonishing findings from the tomb of King Phillip II, Alexander’s
father, and feel the thrill of one of the greatest discoveries of the
20th century. In only a few miles away is Veria (Biblical Beroea) to
visit Saint Paul’s preaching and then stroll through the old Jewish
neighborhood and the colourful market area. A walk in a city
where past is present and around. Return to Thessaloniki. (Dinner
and overnight)
7th day: Drive to Pella, the capital of Alexander the Great. See the
exquisite floor mosaics of the 4th century BC villas, in situ as well
as in the new Museum. Then proceed and visit the Archaeological
Park of Dion (sacred city of the Macedonians, at the foot of Mount
Olympus). After the visit we shall start driving south and through
Thessaly, Lamia, Thermopylae (see the statue of Leonidas) and
Thebes, arrive in Athens late in the afternoon.
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Cruise Itineraries | 4 Greek Islands & Turkey
3 DAY CRUISES «ICONIC AEGEAN»
«4 GREEK ISLANDS & TURKEY»
Day

Ports

Arrival

Departure

ATHENS (PIRAEUS), Greece

-

11:00

MYKONOS, Greece

18:00

23:00

KUSADASI (Ephesus), Turkey

07.00

13:00

PATMOS, Greece

16:00

21:00

CRETE (HERAKLION), Greece

07.00

11.30

SANTORINI, Greece

16.30

21:00

ATHENS (PIRAEUS), Greece

06.00

-

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday
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Cruise Itineraries | 5 Greek Islands & Istanbul
«4 DAY CRUISES «ICONIC AEGEAN»
«5 GREEK ISLANDS & TURKEY»
Day

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Ports

Arrival

ATHENS (PIRAEUS), Greece

-

11.00

MYKONOS, Greece

18.00

23.00

KUSADASI (Ephesus), Turkey

07.00

13.00

PATMOS, Greece

16.00

21.00

RHODES, Greece

07.00

18.00

CRETE (HERAKLION), Greece

07.00

11.30

SANTORINI, Greece

16.30

21.00

ATHENS (PIRAEUS), Greece

06.00

-
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Cruise Itineraries | 6 Greek Islands & Istanbul
«7 DAY CRUISES «ICONIC AEGEAN»
«6 GREEK ISLANDS & ISTANBUL»
Day

Ports

Arrival

Departure

Friday

ATHENS (LAVRION*), Greece

-

12:00

Saturday

ISTANBUL, Turkey

9:00

19:00

Sunday

KUSADASI (Ephesus), Turkey

15:30

22:00

Monday

SANTORINI, Greece

10:00

18:30

Tuesday

CRETE (AG. NICHOLAOS),
Greece

06.30

18.00

Wednesday

RHODES, Greece

7:00

14:00

Wednesday

SYMI, Greece

16:30

20:00

Thursday

CHIOS, Greece

7:00

12:00

Thursday

MYKONOS, Greece

17:30

24:30

Friday

ATHENS (LAVRION*), Greece

6:00

-
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Cape Sounio, Grecotel Exclusive Resort, Athens Riviera

Caramel, Grecotel Boutique Resort, Rethymno Crete

Corfu Imperial, Grecotel Exclusive Resort, Corfu

CENTRAL RESERVATIONS: +30 210 7280410 - www.grecotel.com
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Grecotel is a collection of Greece’s
finest resorts, each individually
designed and crafted, inspired by its
own supreme beachfront location.
Island retreats, enchanting waterfront
palaces and contemporary haut chic
resorts. Give your loved ones precious
moments to cherish forever!

Mykonos Blu, Grecotel Exclusive Resort, Psarou Mykonos

WHERE GREECE IS MOST BEAUTIFUL!
MYKONOS - ATHENS RIVIERA - CRETE - CORFU
PELOPONNESE - RHODES - KOS - CHALKIDIKI

Amirandes, Grecotel Exclusive Resort, Heraklion Crete
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Aegina has one distinctive characteristic.
It’s cozy! From the moment you reach
the port, you will feel the warmth of the
place, which anxiously awaits for you to
explore it. Significant ancient monuments,
neoclassical buildings and mansions, nice
beaches and good food.

aegina

In the 19th century and for a whole year
Aegina was the capital of the Greek
state. This led to its booming development
around 1828. Around that time, the first
Greek bank,
the first archaelogical
museum, and many other important
institutions, were created.
The majority of the buildings in the island
are neoclassical, with beautiful gardens
and rich colors. Mitropoleos Street is one
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of the main streets of the capital, where
the government building of Kapodistrias
(the first Prime Minister of the Greek
independent state) and the library of
Aegina dominate.
Aegina, and especially the location
Perdika, which reminds us something of
Cyclades, is a popular destination among
boat owners. Souvala is the second
biggest port of the island and it’s known
for its hot springs. Agia Marina is one of
the most well-known holiday resorts of
the island. Don’t forget to visit Mesagro,
one of the island’s traditional settlements,
with beautiful old buildings and locals,
whose main occupations, even today,
are agriculture and pottery.

saronic gulf
Hellenic Wildlife Hospital
The administrator of the hospital was also
the person who took the initiative to create
this center, with the help of hundreds
of volunteers from all over Greece and
abroad. The main goal is to protect, care
and heal animals and birds, wounded either
from humans or from natural causes. When
the wounded animals recover, they return
to their natural habitat.
Significant monuments
The Temple of Afea is one of the most
significant archaeological sites in Greece.
It’s located right above Agia Marina, on the
top of a hill, enjoying a fabulous view.
Palaiohora, also known as “Aegina’s
Mystras”, is a small town, built around the
700 BC, right across from the church of Ag.
Nektarios, on the top of a hill.
The church of Ag. Nektarios, who’s the
patron Saint of the island, is located across
from the hill of Palaiohora. There are a lot
of stories told by locals about this Saint, the
most famous of which is that if you approach
the area where his holy relics are, you can
actually hear his bones rattling!
Pistachios
The pistachio tree was first cultivated
in Aegina in 1864. The cultivation then
expanded to Attica and the rest of Greece.
Pistachios are usually sold roasted and salted
or as collected from the trees. The candy
bars made of Aegina’s pistachios is delicious.
Access
Aegina is connected by conventional and high
speed boats to the port of Piraeus.
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poros
A touch of color
Poros is a cosmopolitan destination and ideal for those who want to
escape the city’s stress and buzz. Interesting facades, efflorescent
gardens and windows, bougainvilleas and narrow paved streets,
create this amazingly warm image. The trademark of the island is
the historic clock, on the top of a hill, surrounded by pines. In the
location of Galatas, which is across the island, visitors will have the
chance to see a true paradise: Lemonodasos (Lemon Forest). This
is a forest of thousands of lemon and orange trees that will dazzle
you with their aromas. The forest is crossed by streams, while there
are also windmills and picturesque taverns. It’s a protected, by
UNESCO, natural monument and it has inspired a lot of artists. The
Russian Navy Yard, which is a preserved historical building, has once
hosted the warehouses of the Russian Navy. Only a small part of the
front walls is saved today. The quiet beach in front of the building is
considered one of the best of the island, with crystal clear waters.
Finally, on the north side of the island, visitors will admire remnants of
the ancient Temple of Poseidon, of Doric architecture.
Access
Poros is only a few miles away from the shores of Peloponnese.
Access is very easy either by boat, from the port of Piraeus, or by
car. You can drive from Athens, with direction towards Corinth, to
Galatas and from there you take the small ferry to Poros. The boat
ride is only 5 minutes. Poros can be reached by land, by bus to
Galatas and then by local ferry.

96

saronic gulf

hydra
Wild & proud
Hydra is definitely an island you will want to come back to. Wild,
proud, charming, beautiful, noble, historic, cosmopolitan. Every
year many celebrities from all over the world visit the island.
As the boat approaches the eastern part of the port, visitors immediately
feel the different kind of aura this small island inspires. It’s as Greek as
it can get! The small port is always packed, as numerous sailing boats
and luxurious yachts dock there, especially during the weekends. The
canons and the historical mansions give the place a special kind of
historical importance, reminding visitors that Hydra, apart from being a
cosmopolitan island, is also a place with a rich historical and cultural
heritage that everyone should respect and preserve. All the houses
are amphitheatrically built, overlooking the port. A strict architectural
style is religiously followed. The main building materials are stone, timber
and tiles. The historical mansions, which were built before the Greek
revolution, are 2 or 3 storey buildings, with grey stone and no balconies.
No vehicles are allowed on the island, something that creates
a romantic, relaxed and peaceful ambiance. You can walk
everywhere in the small town and if you need to go uphill, you can
use a donkey. The donkeys are actually the attraction of the island
and even until now they are used as transportation means. You can
also take a taxi boat to tour around the island or reach the beaches
on the opposite side.
Access
Hydra is connected by conventional and high speed boats to the
port of Piraeus.
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spetses
The island that combines history, romantic
atmosphere, tradition, crystal clear waters
and rich vegetation is definitely worth
a visit. An island blessed by nature and
a cosmopolitan destination with a high
aesthetics tourism infrastructure. The
picturesque port of Dapia is the first thing
you will see when you approach the island.
Southwest of Dapia it the Poseidonion
Square, where the famous homonymous
hotel and the statue of the heroine Laskarina
Bouboulina (work of the artist Natalia Mela)
are located.
Kounoupitsa is one of the most beautiful
corners of the island, ideal for a nice stroll, after
the sunset. The lanterns light up the seaside
little street and the carriages add a romantic
touch to the scenery. No vehicles are allowed
in the island, except from very few taxis and
the local buses. At the end of the port you
will see the traditional lighthouse of the island,
one of the oldest ones in Greece. Nearby, it’s
the little chapel of Holy Mother of Armata, to
honor Virgin Mary for her blessing during the
famous Spetses Naval Battle.
Beaches
The ideal beach for water sports is Scholes.
Ag. Anargyroi is the most well-known beach
of the island, where you can enjoy the sea, as

well as the fresh fish served in the numerous
taverns of the area. In this same area, you
can visit the secret of the island, the Cave
of Bekiris. You will find it by following the trail,
through the trees, on the opposite side of
the beach. Ag. Marina is the favorite beach
of young people, while the beaches near
the port are ideal for a quick swim.

is where the naval battle begins and Armata
gets torpedoed. The battle is actually a
fantastic show of thousands of fireworks that
light up the sky. The fire in the middle of the
port is visible from everywhere on the island.
An experience you shouldn’t miss! You can
also actually participate, by getting on
board in either the Greek or the Turkish boats.

Events

Access

If you are in Spetses at the beginning of
September you will get the chance to
experience the re-enactment of Armata’s
torpedoing, which is the most significant
cultural event of the island. In the port, you
will see two groups of small boats, which
represent the Greeks and the Turks. The
attack begins and the Turkish boats sail
towards Ag.Mama, in the port of Dapia. This

Spetses is connected by conventional and
high speed boats to the port of Piraeus.
Spetses can be also reached by land by bus
to Costa then by sea taxi.
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porto heli
Located on the eastern side of Peloponnese,
Porto Heli is a small seaside town with a large
port. This port is a frequent mooring place for
fishing boats and yachts in summer, giving
Porto Heli a cosmopolitan atmosphere. There
are a couple of organized beaches in the
area, but the majority are small secluded
coves with relaxing atmosphere. Also, Hinitsa
and Costa, both close to Porto Heli have
numerous restaurants, picturesque taverns
and villas hidden in the pine forests, making
this destination ideal for family vacations,
where many Athenians have holiday houses.

Acropolis of Halieis
An important regional center, Halieis
minted its own coinage and maintained
a sanctuary dedicated to Apollo that
included two temples and a stadium in
which games were held. Located northeast
and beyond the walled city, the Sanctuary
of Apollo is now submerged in the bay of
Porto Heli, like the northern limits of the site
itself, inundated by rising sea levels in Late
Antiquity. Abandoned under uncertain
circumstances soon after 300 BC, Halieis
stands as the earliest regularly planned city
so far identified on the Greek mainland and
as an important example of a Classical city
that was not reoccupied after that time.
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Today, what can be seen on the acropolis
dates mainly from the 4th century BC
The location is convenient for road trips to
Ancient Epidaurus, Poros, Ermioni, Mycenae
and Nafplio. From the small port of Costa,
close to Porto Heli, there are very frequent
boats to Spetses island.
Access
Porto Heli is connected to Athens by boat
and by bus.
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new epidavros and ligourio
North of Ancient Epidaurus is located the
inland little town of New Epidavros, where
you’ll find a nice sandy shore on its coast, as
well as many picturesque taverns.
The nearby village, called Ligourio, is also
worth visiting as it has a lot of Byzantine
churches of the 11th and the 12th century,
decorated with frescos.
Access
You can travel from Athens to New Epidavros
and Ligourio by bus.
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epidaurus
Cradle of culture
Located on the fertile Argolid plain of the east Peloponnese and
blessed with a mild climate and natural springs, Epidaurus was an
important sacred center in both ancient Greek and Roman times.
The town was named after the hero Epidauros, son of Apollo and
was inhabited since Neolithic times, although the first significant
settlement was in the Mycenaean period.
The Theater, the Temples of Artemis and Asclepius, the Tholos, the
Enkoimeterion, and the Propylaea make the Hieron of Epidaurus an
eminent example of a Hellenic architectural ensemble of the 4th
century BC. In particular, the theater, an architectural masterpiece
by Polycletes the Younger of Argos, represents a unique artistic
achievement through its admirable integration into the site and the
perfection of its proportions and acoustics.
Today, the town offers plenty of vacation opportunities thanks to
its tourism infrastructure and cozy taverns. Choose one of the long
sandy beaches and enjoy the sun.
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The Great Theater of Epidaurus

Asclepieion

Among all the ancient theaters, Epidaurus theater is the most
beautiful and best preserved. Destined for the entertainment of the
patients of Asklipieio, it had a capacity of 13,000 spectators. It was
divided in two parts: A part of 21 rows of seats, aimed for the citizens
and a part of 34 rows of seats aimed for the priests and rulers. The
superb acoustics as well as the very well preserved construction,
led to the creation of Epidaurus Festival S.A., an institution that
contributed to the cultural revival of the theater.

The Sanctuary of Asklepius at Epidaurus was the most famous of all
the rest of ancient Greece, because of the many serious cases that
were cured there. In that place sick people and seekers arrived from
all over Greece and the Mediterranean basin. It covered a large
area providing facilites such as hostels, gymnasium and, of course, a
theater. The wonderful natural environment of the region appeared
to be very important for the treatment of patients. The tranquillity of
nature, the soft and clean lines of the surrounding mountains, the
lush vegetation and the abundant water sources were, especially for
patients with mental illness, the perfect medicine resulting in better
health with the help of their priests.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Epidaurus by bus.
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A charming coastal village, built in the west side of the homonymous
bay. Its proximity to Athens and Naflpio, as well as its excellent
tourism infrastructure with numerous hotels, taverns, restaurants and
shops make it an ideal destination for family vacations.

tolo
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nafplio
Nafplio was the first capital of the free and independent Greek
State from 1828 until 1834. It has a lot of significant monuments, like
the Archaeological Museum, two mosques, the Syntagma Square,
the Bavarian Lion hanging from a rock, the Folklore Museum and
numerous neoclassical buildings.
Today, it is considered one of the most beautiful cities in Greece,
with a distinctive architecture that has Venetian and Neoclassical
elements. Its excellent tourism infrastructure as well as its proximity
to Athens, make the area an ideal destination for vacation all year
round. Enjoy your day at one of the nearby beaches or schedule
a short excursion to neighboring towns. A stroll in the Old Town and
the port, with Bourtzi in the background, will be unforgettable.

Romantic walks in the heart of historic Greece
Bourtzi
Bourtzi is a fortress, built on the islet of Ag. Theodoroi and it’s the
trademark of the city. It was completed in 1473 during the Venetian
occupation to protect the city from pirates and its first name was
Castello dello Soglio. In 1865 it was transformed into residence of
the executioners of convicts from the castle of Palamidi.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Nafplio by bus.
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Palamidi
Nestled on the crest of a 216-meter high hill,
the fortress was built by the Venetians during
their second occupation of the area (1686–
1715). It is a typical baroque fortress that was
finished within a relatively short period from
1711 until 1714. In 1715 it was captured by the
Turks and remained under their control until
1822, when it was captured by the Greeks.
The eight bastions of the fortress were then
named after ancient Greek leaders and
heroes, while the one named «Miltiades»
was used as a prison where Theodoros
Kolokotronis, hero of the Greek Revolution,
was also held. The fortress commands an
impressive view over the Argolic Gulf, the city
of Nafplio and the surrounding area. There
are 913 steps in the winding stair from the
town to the fortress. However, locals in the
town of Nafplio will say there are 999 steps to
the top of the castle.
Leisure
In the narrow, picturesque streets, there are
a lot of taverns, serving delicacies from the
Greek and the international cuisine. Most of
the bars and the café terias are located by
the sea.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Nafplio, Kranidi,
Epidaurus and Mycenae by bus.
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mycenae
Mycenae, the kingdom of mythical
Agamemnon, is the most important and
richest palatial center of the Late Bronze
Age in Greece. The site was first occupied
in the seventh millennium BC, though
very little remains of this early settlement
because of continuous re-occupation
up until the historical period. Most of the
monuments visible today were erected in
the Late Bronze Age, between 1350 and
1200 BC, when the site was at its peak.
Today, the site has remains of houses,
cisterns, public buildings, store houses, the
Cyclopean walls, the Lion Gate and on
top of the town is the acropolis, the highest
spot where the king would also live. In a
walking distance lie the royal cemeteries
Grave Circle A and Grave Circle B. The
burial monuments of Mycenae also yielded
the treasure of finds, now exhibited at the
National Archaeological Museum and at
the onsite Museum of Mycenae.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Mycenae
by bus.
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monemvasia
Perched on an islet off the east coast of the
Peloponnese, Monemvasia’s name means
«single entrance» in Greek. A long narrowpaved street connects Monemvasia with
the southeastern side of Peloponnese.
The «hidden» spot boasts a massive Byzantine
fortress (hence the nickname «fortress town»),
is ideal for absolutely relaxing vacation. Spend
your days looking for traces of Byzantine,
Frankish, Venetian and Ottoman influences
in town, which mean there’s impressive
architecture and history nearly everywhere
you turn, or visit the Kastania Cave, which
took millions of years to form and is full of rare
geological wonders.
Access
You can travel to Monemvasia by bus
from Athens.
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elafonisos
A small island south of Peloponnese is ready to
surprise you with its simplicity and hospitality.
The long, light-colored sandy beaches with the
blue-green waters attract thousands of visitors
during the summer months. Some of the best
are Sarakiniko, Simos and Panagias Nissia.
The picturesque little houses, the beaches, the
fresh seafood and the warm hospitality of the
locals will surely make you want to come back!
Access
You can travel to Neapoli, by bus from Athens.
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Mani, the region covering the central peninsula
in the south of the Peloponnese, is a wild,
rugged place. Greeks from other places will tell
you so are its people. Such was the formidable
reputation of the inhabitants of the remote
inner Mani that many would-be occupiers
opted in the end to leave them alone.

mani

The people of Mani regard themselves as
direct descendants of the Spartans. For
centuries the Maniots had laws of their
own and were renowned for their fierce
independence, resentment of attempts to
govern them and for their bitter, spectacularly
murderous internal feuds. Dotted around the
territory, particularly in the inner Mani, you’ll
find impressive stone tower settlements that
were built as refuges during clan wars from
the 17th century onwards.
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The steep tumbling slopes of Taygetos
threaded with wonderful walking trails and
the tiny coves and ports nestling beside
them create a wonderful scenery. In the
area you will also find great towers, as well
as magnificent churches and caves.
The traditional architecture of Mani is distinctive.
All buildings are designed and constructed
according to this specific architectural style,
where stone, marble and wood dominate.
The local stonemasons are excellent artists,
breathing life, beauty and functionality into
their work. Cobbled roads, bridges, watermills,
Byzantine and Christian churches, tower castles
and fountains are some of the examples of this
art. Today’s craftsmen preserve perfectly this
style in all restorations and renovations taking
place in buildings and houses all over Mani.
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Mani is divided into the Messinian Mani (or outer Mani) and the
Lakonian Mani (or inner Mani). The Messinian Mani starts southeast
of Kalamata and runs south between the coast and Taygetos, while
the Lakonian Mani covers the rest of the peninsula south of Itilo.
Short sightseeing excursions will take you to Areopolis, the
capital of Mani or to the Diros caves, a spectacular –and still
unexplored– natural site which is one of the earliest inhabited

places in Greece. Further to the southernmost point of mainland
Greece you will find Cape Tainaron, the cave of Hades, god of
the dead, and the ancient temple of the sea god Poseidon.
Worthy of a visit are also Gytheio and the isle of Kranai where,
the Tzanetakis - Grigorakis restored tower, symbol of the Greek
War of Independence, hosts the Historical and Ethnological
Museum of Mani.
Access
Mani is connected to Athens by bus.
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mystras
Mystras is the most fascinating castle-state
in Greece. This famous state started to be
heavily inhabited after 1262 AD, during the
Byzantine Empire, and it was built on a large
plateau of a hill. It is actually the only sample
of a byzantine palace, in Greece, and it’s
considered a significant historical monument.
Today, all the buildings are intact and
constantly renovated, giving the chance to
the hundreds of visitors, who arrive there daily,
to admire the architecture of that era. Mystras
is not currently inhabited and it hasn’t been
for a long time now. Impressive mansions with
distinctive crests demonstrate not only the
historical importance of the state, but also
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the fact that some of the richest and more
powerful families of that era lived there. The
most extraordinary buildings are Palataki in
the northern part and the Laskari Mansion in
the southern part of the state.
Next to the castle-state you may visit
the beautiful village of Mystras with
substantial tourist infrastructure, ideal for
those who are interested in exploring the
region’s rich history.
Access
Mystras is connected to Athens by bus.
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taygetos
Taygetos is the tallest and most beautiful
mountain of Peloponnese (the Prophet Ilias
peak is 2.404 m high) and the 12th tallest
mountain in Greece. The mysticism and
the natural beauty of the mountain have
been an object of study for many nature
lovers. The main part of the mountain has a
lot of streams and rivers. Evrotas, Nedonas,
Koskaraka and Viros Gorges are located in
this unbelievable mountainous area, which
hosts a wide variety of fauna and flora. It’s
also a refuge for migratory birds.
Access
Taygetos is connected to Athens by bus.
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In magical setting by the Ionian Sea,
the award-wining The Romanos Resort
at Costa Navarino, SW Peloponnese,
invites you to escape on a truly
memorable holiday experience. The
321 incomparable rooms, suites and
villas, many with individual infinity
pools, introduce distinct Messinian
elements in perfect harmony with
contemporary touches, and afford
unobstructed sea views or a wonderful
backdrop of the golf landscape and
resort gardens.
The Romanos Resort proposes exciting
relaxation and entertainment possibilities,
including two signature golf courses, the
4000m2 Anazoe Spa, gourmet dining
venues, multiple sports and activities,
and many historic landmarks.

Navarino Dunes, Costa Navarino 24001 Messinia, Greece
T +30 272 309 7000 • F +30 272 309 7500 E sales.navarino@starwoodhotels.com
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messinia
The natural beauty of Messinia with the
indented shores, sandy beaches, forested
mountains and fertile valleys, coexists with
significant archaeological monuments.
Kalamata, the capital and central port of
Messinia, is situated at the site of ancient
Farai. Following independence from the
Turks and thanks to the exploitation of the
fertile Messinian lands (producing olive oil,
raisins, figs etc), it developed into a wealthy
urban center and a significant port.
Messinia Beach
The beaches of Messinia are countless and
satisfy every taste. White sand, big pebbles
or steep rocks, all forms coexist side by side
and make Messinia a heaven for sea lovers.
The magnificent Messinian Bay washes one
side, while the other one lies on the turquoise
Ionian waters. Some of the most renowned
beaches of the area are: Almiros, Mantineia,
Kalogria, Agios Nikolaos, Velika, Makrinamos
and of course the famous Voidokilia which
is not only a spectacular beach and wildlife
area but a place of great historical value with
evidence of habitation from the Neolithic
period and just about every period since.
Access
Messinia is connected to Athens by bus.
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kalamata
Kalamata is built atop the location of Ancient Farai. It’s one of the
most modern towns in Greece, with excellent urban and tourism
infrastructure.
The point of reference in the city is the legendary “castle of
Isabeau”, which is amphitheatrically constructed on the site of the
Farai acropolis offering a wonderful view of the city. Constructed in
the 13th century by William Villehardouin, it underwent subsequent
additions and conversions by the Venetians and the Turks and
today it is used for cultural events.
The old city (Palia Poli) at the foot of the Castle is also very beautiful.
You can visit the Metropolitan Panagia Ipapanti church which
was built in 1873 or the 12th century Kalograion Monastery with the
renowned silk weaving workshop, and the 13th century Byzantine
church Agioi Apostoloi with the brick enclosed masonry. The area
is the hotspot for the city’s youth, for it is the beating heart of the
nightlife in Kalamata and by no means will it be still!

Kalamata olives
Kalamata has a very fertile, rich soil and a mild climate, both facilitating
this variety of olive trees to flourish. For the last 100 years, the world
known cultivation of olive trees in Kalamata is the main occupation of
its inhabitants.

The most famous Greek olive in the world
This olive is big and juicy and its kernel can easily be crushed. The oil
produced by this variety is considered by many as one of the best
with a distinctive taste and aroma.
Access
Kalamata is connected by bus to Athens. It is also connected by
bus to Kiparissia and Kalo Nero.
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koroni – finikounda – methoni
Approximately an hour away from
Kalamata you will find Koroni with its lovely
Zaga beach and its Venetian castle and a
string of taverns and cafés at the port. There
is aslo a convent in the castle as well as
some houses.
On the road from Koroni to Methoni is the
fishing village of Finikounda, popular as
one of the best windsurfing destinations
in Greece, with a string of fine beaches,
restaurants, hotels and campsites.
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The town of Methoni has a vast 13th century
fortress, inside of which is an entire medieval
town. The name Methoni comes from
the stones that the small castle called the
Bourtzi at the end of the peninsula sits upon
which protect the harbor and continue
underwater to the uninhabited island of
Sapientza. Methoni is mentioned in the Illiad
when it was offered to the angry Achilles
by Agamemnon. It was fortified in 369 BC
and some of the original walls can be seen
a little above sea-level in the castle side
overlooking the stone pier. It was later used
by the Byzantines and also used by pirates.
In 1209 it was taken over by the Venetians
and became one of the most important
fortified cities in the Mediterranean, called
Modon. The shallow beach right in town it is
perfect for familes with nice taverns nearby
and friendly people.
Bourtzi
The Bourtzi at the south end of the main
castle was built by the Turks in the 1500s,
is where people used to be imprisoned,
tortured and executed. Apart from its dark
history the building also operated as a
lighthouse for a brief period and is one of
the most photographed structures in the
Peloponnese. You can cross the causeway
to go in to the building and climb all the
way to the top.
Access
Koroni, Finikounda and Methoni
connected to Athens by bus.
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kaiafas
Kaiafas is a very well-known town of Elis with hot springs, built on the
islet of Ag. Aikaterini, which is connected with continental Greece
via a narrow strip of land. The area is richly vegetated with pines
and has a long beach that stretches all the way to the Ionian
Sea, attracts many visitors and it’s ideal for water ski. The Thermal
Springs of Kaiafas, is a geological formation that consists of a spring
where warm water comes from deep inside the Earth’s crust and
flows up to the surface. The spring is located inside the naturally
formed Anigrides cave in the foot of the Lapithas Mountain. The
water of the spring contains an important concentration of sulfur
compounds and is also rich in minerals. It has therapeutic properties
and there is a spa facility exactly outside of the cave’s mouth.
Kaiafas Lake is a wetland that hosts many species of fish and
waterfowls; it has a pine forest with significant flora and fauna and a
sandy beach with crystal clear waters. All these are making it a very
popular destination not only to tourists but also to locals.
Access
Kaiafas is connected to Athens by bus.
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katakolon, olympia

Although the port of Katakolon appears to be a sleepy quay
side village, it is in fact a major jumping off point for trips to
Olympia, the original home of the Olympic Games, where
the ancient Greeks flocked every four years for more than a
millennium to celebrate the sacred games dedicated to Zeus.
Visit the ruins of the Sanctuary, with its athletic quadrangles,
stadium, temples and treasuries; then browse in the modern
Archaeological Museum, a treasure house of Archaic, Classical
and Roman sculptures, including the famous Winged Victory.
Access
Katakolon and Olympia are connected to Athens by bus.
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kyllini
Kyllini is situated on the westernmost cap
of Peloponnese. The natural richness of the
area, the endless sandy beaches and the
sea combine optimally with the historical
elements of the region, making Kyllini a
popular destination in Greece.
Chlemoutsi Castle
During your stay in the area you will have
the opportunity to visit one of the most well
preserved castles of Greece, the Chlemoutsi
castle. Built high on the Helonata hill, from
1220 to 1223, it was considered as the most
important of the Achaia Area, during the
Venetian Principality.
Loutra Kyllini
The Thermal Baths of Kyllini are renowned
from antiquity for their medical sources.
Their thermal waters, the fumes and the
mud heal arthritis, asthma and various other
diseases. The visitors can still see the ruins of
the Roman baths.
Access
Kyllini is connected to Athens by bus.
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Patras is Greece’s third largest urban
area and the regional capital of Western
Greece, in northern Peloponnese Patras
is named after King Patreus, who ruled
Achaea around 1100 BC. Despite an
eventful 3000 years of history, Patras is often
dismissed by travelers. Many pass straight
through, boarding or disembarking from
boats that sail between here, Italy and
some Ionian Islands.

patras
A gateway to the west

On Patras’ attractive pedestrian hub, you’ll
find a cosmopolitan city with a vibrant café
and clubbing scene, as well as a busy artsand-culture community. The area is full of
attractive squares with surviving 19th century
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neoclassical buildings and architectural
landmarks, such as the Apollo Theater and
the impressive Archaeological Museum.
Furthermore, the scenery is dominated by
the medieval castle that Byzantine Emperor
Justine built above the ruins of the ancient
acropolis. Nowadays, the castle is used for
cultural events, especially during summer,
and features a theater with a capacity of
640 seats.
Patras combines everything a modern
traveler might need and this is what
makes it one of the most interesting cities
in the country.
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Wine
For the wine lovers, Achaia Claus is the best and oldest winery of
the city and worths visiting in order to learn about the production of
wine in this region of Greece.
Carnival
Every year, in February, the city hosts one of Europe’s largest and
most colourful carnivals; notable features of the Patras Carnival
include its mammoth-sized satirical floats and extravagant balls
and parades, enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of visitors. If you
happen to be in the area during the Carnival, you are in for a
weekend of dancing, singing and drinking. The fun usually starts
early in the afternoon and lasts until the small hours.
Access
The biggest drawbridge of Europe is located right outside Patras, in
location Rio. This bridge connects Peloponnese with the prefecture
of Aetolia-Acarnania. By crossing the bridge, visitors can reach the
island of Lefkada, the prefecture of Epirus, the village of Delphi and
many more interesting destinations.
The port of Patras is one of the biggest in the Mediterranean Sea.
There are daily departures to the Ionian Islands of Kefalonia and
Corfu and also for Italy. The trip to Italy lasts about 17 hours. There is
also a lot of commercial traffic from other European ports.
You can travel from Athens to Patras, Mega Spilaio and Aegio by
bus; you can also travel from Athens to Kalavryta, Diakofto, Aigio,
Patras and Rio by bus.
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diakofto
Diakofto is a seaside village with a small
marina, developed tourism infrastructure
and richly vegetated with citrus, olives and
loquats. On its boundaries, used to be three
ancient cities, the most important of which
was Eliki, which used to be the capital of the
prefecture of Achaia, from its foundation
until its destruction from an earthquake that

took place in 373 BC The PanHellenic temple
of Iones was located there, dedicated to
Elikonion Poseidon. The first dig showed that
during the Roman years a homonymous
settlement was built on top of the buried
remnants. The beaches of Elaionas and
Trapeza are considered the best of the
region.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Diakofto by
bus.
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Kalavryta is actually one of the most popular
destinations in Greece. Especially during
the winter months the numerous hotels and
guesthouses host thousands of visitors who
come here for skiing, tasting local flavors,
enjoying the romantic atmosphere and of
course visiting the historical and religious sites.
Kalavryta is built on an altitude of 750 m.

kalavryta

Today Kalavryta is a modern town, with an
excellent tourism infrastructure, bars, cafés,
clubs and pastry shops with local delicacies.
It’s also the starting place for those who wish to
visit the Helmos Mountain.
Kalavryta ski center
On Mountain Helmos, at an altitude of 2,340m,
is the most important ski resort in Peloponnese.
Being the second largest ski resort in Greece,
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it is located in a breathtaking fiery alpine
landscape. Due to its close proximity to Athens
and to its first-class facilities many skiers visit it
throughout the ski season. Here, the famous
black and red slopes of Styga challenge even
the most expert skiers.
Kalavryta ski resort boasts 12 ski slopes (2 difficult,
2 intermediate, 6 easy & 2 very easy) of 20km in
length, 2 chair lifts and 5 ski lifts, special grounds
for snowboarding and extreme games, and
other winter attractions, such as a special
moguls ski run, and a snowboard park. Visitors
at Helmos Mountain can also find coffee shops,
snack bars, restaurants, ski rental facilities and
sporting goods, as well as organized ski school.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Kalavryta by bus.
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mountainous arcadia
Lousios, Alfeios and a lot of small streams are
found in the mountain range of Gortynia.
The rivers go through an unbelievably
gorgeous region and if someone were to
follow their direction, they would discover
unknown places of incomparable natural
beauty. Park your car and hike on one of the
numerous trails and live the true experience
of the unspoiled nature. During the winter
the scenery is fairylike. Snowed pines and
firs, fog, crisp cold. Pure magic!
Mainalo ski center
The Mainalo ski center is in the heart of
Peloponnese, in the location Ostrakina. It
has lifts, 7 slopes for every experience level,
a snowboard park a chalet, a restaurant
and ski rental facilities.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Arcadia
by bus.
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mountainous corinthia
Mountainous Corinthia is an ideal destination,
even for the most demanding traveler. The
nature enthusiasts will enjoy the hiking
trails, around the impressive Flambouritsa
plain, but also the lakes Daios and Doxa.
Those who enjoy the good food will highly
appreciate the delicious grilled meat in one
of the numerous taverns. A full weekend in
one of the romantic guesthouses is enough
to check out the beautiful scenery, but you
should definitely come back in order to visit
all the picturesque villages of Ziria.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Corinthia
by bus.
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ancient corinth

Acrocorinth, «Upper Corinth», the acropolis
of ancient Corinth, is a monolithic rock
overseeing the ancient city of Corinth
and is considered as the most impressive
acropolis of the mainland Greece.
Acrocorinth was first a Greek acropolis,
then a Roman citadel. Later it became
a Byzantine fortress. The Franks captured
it in 1210, and then it then fell into the
hands of one of the rulers of Naples. An
arms manufacturer and banker owned it
then, followed by the Knights of Rhodes,
the Turks, the Venetians, then the Turks
again, and finally the Greeks once more.
The length of the fortification is more than
3 km long.
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Today there are remnants of the Temple of
Aphrodite, small roman churches in the western
part of the Agora, the Pirene spring (Pirini was
the daughter of Achelous River who had two
sons with Poseidon, Lecheas and Cenchrias.
When Cenchrias was unintentionally killed by
Artemis, Pirene’s grief was so profound that she
became nothing but tears and turned into the
spring) outside the gates of Corinth and, on the
southern side, a Roman Governor’s rostrum,
where Apostle Paul delivered his lectures.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Ancient
Corinth by bus.
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isthmus of corinth

The Isthmus of Corinth is the narrow land bridge
which connects the Peloponnese peninsula
with the rest of the mainland of Greece, near
the city of Corinth, and the canal connects
the Corinthian with the Saronic Gulf.

emotions of bungee jumping. Many fans of
this sport say that the Isthmus of Corinth is one
of the best places to bungee in the world!

The idea for a shortcut to save boats sailing allround the Peloponnese was long considered
by the Ancient Greeks. The first attempt to
build a canal there was carried out by the
tyrant Periander in the 7th century BC, who
abandoned the project owing to technical
difficulties, and the project was realized in the
modern era, in 1893. Today, lots of tourists visit
the area in order to check out this impressive
construction and those who dare have the
opportunity to experience the exhilarating

One of the biggest water parks in Greece
is located near the Isthmus of Corinth, just
45 minutes from Athens. Enjoy numerous
waterslides, various activities, games and sports
for you and your children.
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Water Park

Access
You can travel from Athens to Ancient
Corinth by bus.
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loutraki
Loutraki, located 12,5 km northeast of Corinth, is a coastal town
internationally known for its thermal springs, built in the northern
part of the Corinthian Gulf’s cove, at the foot of Mount Geraneia.
During the ΄50s, ΄60s and ΄70s it was a very popular vacation resort
both for Greek and foreign visitors. The first Casino in Greece was
established in 1928 in Loutraki, whilst in 1995 the biggest Casino in
Europe re-opened in Loutraki, which enhanced the city’s tourism.
Hot Springs
The thermal springs of Loutraki were famous from Antiquity, when the
city was called Thermai, in honor of Thermia Artemis. The region is
also famous for its natural mineral waters.The new SPA offers several
therapies and treatments and promises rejuvenation, invigoration
and treatment of several muscle diseases. There are pools, sauna,
gym, beauty centers, as well as restaurants serving healthy food,
composing the perfect wellness ambience.
Casino
Club Hotel Casino Loutraki is a cornerstone for players and jetsetters
internationally. One of the largest Casinos in Europe with 87 gaming
tables and 1.000 slot machines in its gaming halls, it offers the
most modern and exciting games. Furthermore, the ultra-modern
equipped VIP hall “Tholos” has been created to meet the needs of
even the most demanding players.
Access
Loutraki is connected to Athens by bus.
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syros
The capital of Cyclades
Ermoupolis, which is the capital of the
island, is probably the most aristocratic
island town. It has a unique atmosphere
that immediately captivates visitors.
When the boat enters the port, two
churches are immediately spotted, a
Catholic Church and an Orthodox one
that dominate the scenery, occupying
the two hills of Ermoupolis. The Venetian
and neoclassical buildings were designed
by famous Greek, Italian and Bavarian
architects, among whom was Ernest Ziller,
who created the incredible Town Hall, an
architectural jewel. Visitors will also enjoy
the Casino, which is housed in a charming
neoclassical downtown building. There
are many seaside villages near Ermoupolis:
Kini, Vari, Finikas, Galissa, Dellagrazia and
Megas Gialos.
Access
Syros is connected by boat to the port of
Piraeus and Rafina. It’s also connected by air
to Athens.
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The cultural jewel of Cyclades

andros

Even though it’s a popular destination, it
powerfully resists the distortion of its traditional
character by the vast numbers of tourists that
arrive there every summer. The island has been
very famous for its maritime businesses, since
most of the men of the island were sailors,
captains or shipowners and consequently
the island consists the origin of today’s
internationally known Greek maritime families.
In Chora you may also find the great statue of
The Unknown Sailor, dedicated to all those who
lost their lives at sea. Apart from the culturally
interesting Goulandri Museum, there are many
libraries and art centers based in Andros. The
nature lovers adore the island because of its
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beautiful hiking trails, the boat owners for the
lovely and peaceful bays and the gourmet
connoisseurs for the excellent food. All visitors
will highly appreciate the excellent tourism
infrastructure. There are many sandy beaches
like Chrysi Akti and Batsi but one of the most
famous and photographed beaches of the
island is the one called “Tis Grias to Pidima”,
where a steep rock jumps out of the water.
Access
Andros is connected by boat to the port
of Rafina. It is also connected to Tinos
and Mykonos.
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tinos
This island is associated with religious holidays. The dominating
church of Holy Virgin Mary, with the miraculous and priceless icon,
is visited every year by thousands of people, who come here to
pray and ask for forgiveness. However, just a small tour around the
island will convince you that there is a lot more! Wild natural beauty,
magical beaches, significant archaelogical sites, museums and
cultural centers. All of the above make Tinos an attractive holiday
destination. Tinos is the birthplace of many very well-known artists,
mainly painters and sculptors. Their artwork is exposed in quite a few
museums, open spaces, cultural centers etc. Moreover, the Museum
of Tinian Culture was recently renovated and hosts many collections
of the local artists. Tinos has a lot of small villages, scattered around
the island, in the mountains, in the plains and by the water. There
are numerous neoclassical buildings and old mansions, churches,
marble church towers and more than 1.000 pigeon houses.
Access
Tinos is connected by boat to the port of Piraeus, Lavrio and Rafina.
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The island where the fun never stops!
One of the most popular islands of Greece and definitely the
ultimate cosmopolitan destination. Every summer, celebrities from
all over the world visit Mykonos to enjoy luxurious holidays!

mykonos

One of the most popular islands of Greece and definitely the
ultimate cosmopolitan destination. Every summer, celebrities from
all over the world visit Mykonos to enjoy luxurious holidays!
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Nestle into bliss

Mykonos Panormos Villas | www.mykonospanormosvillas.com | reservations@makris.com
+30 210 961 4201-2 | +30 6945 520530 / +30 6947 303638

Located in a private gated
community overlooking the Aegean
Sea, Mykonos Panormos Villas provide
guests with a unique combination of
exclusivity and natural beauty.
The villas feature spectacular
views of Panormos Bay, plenty of
indoor and outdoor living space and
stunning private pools. Decorated
in contemporary style, the villas are
ideal for families and groups of friends
that want to experience the privacy
and relaxation of a luxury villa holiday.
We offer 16 independent villas with
a variety of floor plans ranging in size
from 2-7 bedrooms all with living/
dining areas, fully equipped kitchens
and private pools with outdoor dining
and lounging areas.
Imagine spending the day swimming
and dining on the sand with the incrowd at Panormos Beach, just a short
walk (250m) from your villa, or discover
the white washed alleyways, shops,
restaurants and nightlife of Mykonos
town, only a 5k drive from your
Mykonian “home away from home.”
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Cosmopolitan Mykonos
This island has a strange energy, immediately felt as soon as you
set foot on it. It’s the way everybody dresses, talks and moves.
Everything you have heard about this island is actually true. The
narrow streets that form a maze, the white houses with the neat
backyards, the excellent tourism infrastructure, the cosmopolitan
flair, the vigorous night life, the amazing golden sandy beaches,
the gourmet restaurants.
Access
Mykonos is connected by boat with the port of Piraeus and Rafina.
It’s also connected by air to Athens and Thessaloniki. Additionally,
there are a lot of charter flights that connect the island to many
European countries during the summer months.
The architecture
The island’s architecture strictly follows the Cycladic style. Small
white, cubic houses, with non-tiled roofs, blue shutters, fuchsia
bougainvilleas, churches with colorful domes and picturesque
windmills. The way the houses are designed and built has one
purpose only; to protect people from the extremely strong
winds. Besides, Mykonos is known as the ‘‘Island of the winds’’.
Who says that there is only one Venice? Mykonos has its own
Venice. Venetian style houses, built literally οn the water, with
colorful wooden roofs, Little Venice is actually one of the most
photographed parts of the island.
Beaches
Start your day in one of the glamorous sandy beaches of the
island and enjoy swimming in the crystal clear waters. At Psarrou
Beach there is a great chance you’ll see famous celebrities of the
international star system. Platys Gialos is a very well organized and
popular beach, with many hotel resorts. Super Paradise is another
hot spot, being an amazing long sandy beach, with lots of beach
bars, where fun never stops! The island has actually lots of other
beaches, some of which are less crowded, like Elia, Ag. Ioannis and
Ornos. You will enjoy swimming, diving, snorkeling, surfing, as well as
a good massage in the comfort of your sun bed! All the beaches
have restaurants, taverns and nice cozy bars.
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Simple. Elegant. Grace
Grace Mykonos is an exclusive
boutique hotel that promises
guests superior service in an
atmosphere of effortless charm.
The hotel carefully combines
traditional Mykonian architecture
with contemporary materials,
fabrics and design touches,
resulting in a relaxed atmosphere
with attentive but discreet
service. The hotel is located on
the northwest coast of Mykonos
island, just above Agios Stefanos
beach with its patchwork of
colourful umbrellas and sunbeds,
overlooking the azure waters of
the Aegean and the island of
Delos, rich in the antiquities of
res.mykonos@gracehotels.com ancient Greece.
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Monumental Delos
For about 1000 years, Delos was a PanHellenic religious hub. The
whole island is an open archaelogical museum, with monuments
that are 5.000 years old! The splendor of this religious and cultural
center of the Aegean is projected in the remnants of the once
impressive temples, sanctuaries, agora, theaters, stadiums and
houses. Delos is protected by UNESCO and is included in the World
Heritage Sites List. Private yachts are not allowed to dock there and
of course overnight stays are strictly prohibited.
Mykonos provides you with the option of ultra-luxury vacations,
thanks to its infrastructure. Here you may find many private villas
for rent, with pools and unique services. It’s also easy to rent a
helicopter or a private yacht if you wish to avoid the regular flights
or ferry itineraries.
Entertainment
The Chora of Mykonos is the hot spot for wild nightlife! There,
visitors enjoy the biggest night clubs in Cyclades and parties with
internationally known DJs. You may also find bars and clubs outside
the famous Chora, which are definitely worth a visit. In Mykonos you
will find a lot of beach bars, located on the most popular beaches.
The beach bars are crowded from very early in the afternoon,
when everybody starts off with a coffee or even a cold beer, after
swimming. Gradually after sunset, these bars turn into clubs with loud
music, awesome cocktails and drinks, where everybody dances,
having a fabulous time. There is no other island that has bars and
clubs that open at 4pm and close early in the morning or even at
noon! If you like to party all day and all night famous Cavo Paradiso
is the place to be!!! However, there are other bars which are more
relaxed and cozy, ideal for a more quiet time. Generally speaking,
Mykonos has numerous alternatives as far as leisure is concerned,
for every hour of the day and for every mood!
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Mykonos Palace Beach Hotel, Sun,
Sand and Sea, just for you!

Mykonos Palace Beach Hotel, Platis Gialos #313, 84600 Mykonos, Greece
@: info@mykonospalace.com | T: +30 22890 79313 | f /Mykonospalacehotel

Mykonos Palace Beach Hotel is a
lovely hotel property located directly
on the golden sanded beach of
Platis Gialos. The property overlooks
the emerald, crystal waters of the
breathtaking Aegean Sea.
The hotel consists of several,
traditional Cycladic, whitewashed
buildings. Mykonos Palace Beach
Hotel emulates a pure feeling of
relaxed living on the island of Mykonos.
Accommodations include several
different room types, from Basic to
Superior Sea View. Room sizes range
from single occupancy to 4 person
family rooms.
The hotel includes a lovely sea side
restaurant, poolside outdoor beach
bar and a full watersports center. The
hotel is 4km from the center of town,
and minutes away from other popular
beaches in Mykonos.
Mykonos Palace Beach Hotel
provides various services such as
free Wi-Fi, babysitting [for a charge],
car rentals, excursions and other
concierge offerings.
Mykonos Palace Beach Hotel offers
casual relaxation directly on the
Aegean Sea. Our friendly staff will
make you feel like you are at your
home away from home.
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The market

Dining

The island’s market actually hosts some of the most famous boutiques
of the world, with haute couture for men and women, jewelry,
cosmetics, accessories and so much more. There are also numerous
shops that sell souvenirs and folk art objects that will remind you of
your unforgettable vacations on the ‘‘Island of the winds’’ All stores
are open until 2am, something very rare for an island.

While in Mykonos, you should taste the famous Kopanisti, a
spicy cheese that, on top of a buttered toast, can accompany
your ouzo or wine. There are excellent restaurants all over the
island and in most of the luxurious hotels. Most of them have
internationally awarded chefs, specialized in the Greek and the
International Cuisine.
Access
Mykonos is connected by boat with the port of Piraeus and
Rafina. It’s also connected by air to Athens and Thessaloniki.
Additionally, there are a lot of charter flights that connect the
island to many European countries during the summer months.
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FAR FROM ORDINARY, CLOSE TO DIVINE
Meant to be a family villa decorated with
objets d’Art and a modern art collection,
the concept of Kivotos was inspired by the
mythical magic of the first antique.
A captivating, boutique escape, with
flat-roofed, whitewashed buildings,
clustered together on a slope overlooking
the bay, the hotel’s privileged setting
right on the water with direct access to
a private beach, offers the beauty of
a serene landscape, within minutes of
Mykonos town.
The hotel’s guestrooms and Suites
as well as the one and only Noah’s
Waterfront Villa are all nestled in a
breathtaking landscape, with paths
that wind their way down through leafy
lush grounds and flower gardens to the
freshwater pool and private beach.
The serene landscape, discreet care
and superior quality service provided by
our personnel will make you feel at home, KIVOTOS Luxury Boutique Hotel, Ornos Bay, GR 84600 Mykonos, Greece
guaranteeing the most vivid memories of Tel: +30 22890 24094, Faxt: +30 22890 22844, Web: www.kivotosmykonos.com
your exciting vacation with us.
Email: kivotos@kivotosmykonos.com
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An authentic Greek experience,
where elegance meets comfort…

A truly inspired idea which originated
from the 400-years old winery that
dominates the heart of Vedema, a
Luxury Collection Resort, which preserves
the traditions of a classic Greek village
and the authentic color of the Greek
islands. Situated in the middle of emerald
vineyards and overlooking Santorini’s
renowned ebony beaches, presents the
treasures of the Mediterranean.
Within this place, exists the definition
of incomparable beauty combined
with the traditional style and with all
necessary amenities for a pleasant and
relaxing stay.
The Resort comprises 45 spacious villas
spread around a beautiful 15th-century
winery, which include a bedroom, living
space and gracious marble bathroom
Megalohori • Santorini 84700 • Phone: (30) 22860 81796 and some of them have their own openContact via email / General Information: info@vedema.gr / air Jacuzzi and outdoor pool to enjoy the
Reservations: reservations@vedema.gr indigenous Santorini sunset.
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paros
Paros is one of the most popular holiday
islands in Cyclades. Picturesque narrow
streets, beautiful beaches, local specialties,
luxurious resorts and endless night life.
Your holidays will surely be unforgettable
in this Cycladic island that has absolutely
everything to offer.
Paros is a spectacular island with two
trademarks: the Holy Mother Ekatontapiliani
(which is an amazing church with 100 doors
and windows!) and the windmill, located in
Parikia. For the families who seek peaceful
holidays, for the young people who want to
enjoy the vigorous nightlife, for the people
who enjoy good food, for those who want
to explore cultural and religious monuments
and finally for those who just enjoy an early
morning walk in the picturesque port,
Paros is the perfect place for you to spend
memorable vacations at. Do not forget to visit
“Petaloudes” (Butterflies), a park with small
rivers and ponds, bushes, trees and flowers,
where, every spring and summer, thousands of
butterflies with colorful wings nest. The Kalpaki
Cave is also worth a visit, since it demonstrates
impressive stalactites and stalagmites.

Activities

Local tasty specialties

Paros is the surfers’ paradise! Due to the
strong summer winds, especially during July
and August, Paros, as well as the rest of the
Cycladic islands, is the ideal destination
for those who surf. In Agia Marina and in
Chryssi Akti visitors can find lots of surfing
centers, where they can get training
and rent equipment. Surfers, write down
in your agenda the annual Windsurfing
Championship, which takes place at the
beach of Chryssi Akti (Golden Coast), in
early August!

Paros has an excellent local cuisine. There
are a lot of restaurants and taverns where
you can taste the local specialties and
products. The main occupation of the
inhabitants is agriculture, stockbreeding
and fishing. Thus, you should ask for local
wine, cheese, fresh fish, seafood and of
course the traditional pasteli.
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Access
The island is connected by conventional
and high speed boats to the port of Piraeus,
Rafina and Lavrio and by air with Athens
and Thessaloniki.
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naxos
When the sun goes down behind the famous Portara (a gigantic
door-shaped monument) the sky acquires all the shades of blue
and red and the visitors flood the island’s Chora
The medieval tower castles, the well preserved mansions and the
picturesque narrow streets create the perfect background for
your Cycladic holidays. Naxos welcomes you and gives you the
everlasting promise of memorable vacations!
In the island of Naxos, the visitors will come across numerous sandy
and rocky beaches, awarded with the European Union’s Blue Flag
for their safety and cleanliness. Some are ideal for surfers, with
huge waves due to the famous Aegean summer winds, some are
secluded, some are ideal for families with small children and some
are very popular and well organized.
For those who love diving, Naxos can be their paradise on earth!
The seabed is extremely interesting, as there are lots of underwater
caves, some ship wrecks and numerous islets waiting to be explored.
The water is crystal clear and unbelievably transparent… One thing
is for sure; you will enjoy the sea, while vacationing in Naxos.
The local cuisine is awesome! Try the gruyere cheese, the potatoes,
the dairy products, the fresh fish and of course any type of grilled
meat. The lemon veal, the coq-au-vin and the fried zucchini
blossoms will definitely delight your palate.
Access
Naxos,is connected to Piraeus port by boat.
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koufonisia

Some people say that Koufonisia –which is basically a cluster
of islands- are the Seychelles of Greece! That’s because all the
beaches have white, thin sand, turquoise blue waters and an
unspoiled natural beauty. The relaxed atmosphere of the islands is
obvious the minute you set your foot there. Few shops, few taverns,
few guesthouses. You will definitely run into the same people every
day… Soon you will all be a big happy family. This is the charm of
these islands. You will get to be friends with other tourists, as well as
with the locals. Forget about cars, traffic, stress, fancy clothes and
jewelry. Just relax, dream and breathe the Cycladic “meltemi” (the
famous Aegean summer wind).
Access
Koufonisi is connected to Piraeus port by boat.
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amorgos
Amorgos amazes visitors with its special
aura, the warm hospitality and the
incomparable beauty. A small island
with lovely beaches, a charming Chora
and a small traditional market. If you
have seen the movie “Le Grand Bleu”
which was shot in Amorgos, we are sure
you have admired this deep blue color
of the sea and the fascinating sea bed.
The Byzantine monastery of Virgin Mary
Hozoviotissa is carved in the rocks, 300
meters above the sea. If you wish to visit
it you need to climb up all its 350 steps!
The panoramic view, the architecture and
the hagiography will dazzle you. For those
who love alternative tourism, Amorgos has
numerous mountainous trails, which were
used by the locals to cross the island.
Access
Amorgos is connected by conventional
and high speed boats to the port of
Piraeus.
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Ios and Mykonos are the two wildest islands of Greece! Parties start
at the beach bars early in the afternoon, continue at the numerous
night clubs and last until the small hours. During the summer, Ios
dances in fierce rhythms, attracting young people from all over the
world who come here to party all day and all night and to enjoy the
amazing sandy beaches. Chora, with its traditional narrow streets, is
also full of people every night. If you are a party lover, here you will
surely live the ultimate clubbing experience!
Access

ios

Ios is connected by boat to the port of Piraeus and Lavrio.

153

With a typical island-style design
that preserves the nature in a
climate of unabashed luxury,
Mystique, a Luxury Collection Hotel,
is built in the world’s most beautiful
scenery, in Oia Santorini.
Thirty eight suites and villas in a
landscape of more than 2000 square
meters provide a sensorial experience
of Santorini in surroundings of
understated elegance.
Discreet, tranquil and stylish, from its
intimate restaurants to the 150-yearsold wine cave, set into the cliff base,
Mystique is a heaven of laidback
luxury. The airport is just 30 minutes
drive and the volcanic beaches of
the south coast 40 minutes.

Mystique is an iconic Santorini Hideaway in
the wold’s most beautiful scenery, in Oia

SANTORINI Oia 84702, Tel: +30 228 6071114, Fax: +30 228 6071115
Contact via email / General info: info@mystique.gr /
Reservations: reservations@mystique.gr
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Breathtaking beauty
When the boat approaches the port of Athinios, you will feel the
intensity of the landscape and the magic of this unbelievable natural
beauty. Just look up and see the dazzling white little houses that are
hanging on the cliffs. The imposing volcanic rocks will almost scare you
and the dark blue water will amaze you. Can you imagine? Maybe
the secret of Atlantis is indeed hiding somewhere among Santorini
and the islets of Palaia and Nea Kammeni, where the volcano is. This
island is so matchlessly distinctive and so different from everything
you have seen in your entire life.

santorini
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Essential Santorini
Caldera is picture perfect, like a painting,
no matter where you stand. Either on a boat
overlooking the wild beauty or sipping cold
wine on a top of the cliff, checking out the
cruise ships that dock underneath, the blue
sky, the islets across and the deep blue bay,
you will surely feel amazingly. Everything seems
harmoniously blended and too beautiful to be
true. At a certain point you might wonder…
are you really there? Does this place really
exist? A terrible volcano eruption that took
place thousands of years ago, gave Santorini
its current geographical appearance. Parts
of the island sunk in the deep Caldera waters
and the nearby islets were created.
The peculiarity of the landscape
characterizes the beaches of the island
as well. Some are deep red, some totally
black, depending on the pebbles or the
sand that cover them. All the villages built
on Caldera are stunning. Small houses of
classic Cycladic architecture with beautiful
gardens, as well as white chapels with blue
domes. All that, in combination with the
numerous bars, cafés, clubs, taverns and
gourmet restaurants create one of the best
holiday destinations! A beauty so obvious,
distinctive and undisputable that you will
always remember.
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The architecture

Beaches

Santorini demonstrates a characteristic architectural style. Many
of the houses are like caves sort of carved in the rocks and this is
exactly what makes them so unique. Each one is as different as
the land they are built on. You will have the chance to live in one
of those caved rooms, if you choose one of the hotels, located
mainly in Fira, Oia or Imerovigli. Due to the peculiar architectural
infrastructure, transportation still largely depends on donkeys. This
is a long tradition for the people who live in Santorini, while at the
same time is an attraction for the tourists.

The volcanic soil has given the beaches of Santorini a distinctive
look. Perissa, known as the famous Black Beach due to its big black
pebbles, has crystal clear waters to swim and bars to relax while
listening to music. The Red Beach is an impressive coast, accessible
only by a small dirt road and surrounded by red rocks and pebbles,
that has also beach bars and is very crowded. Finally, next to the
Red Beach you may find the secluded White Beach, full of white
pebbles and sand (keep in mind to take water with you as there is no
beach bar there). Perivolos is the most popular and well organized
beach of the island, attracting most of the visitors. You may also visit
the beaches of Vlychada, Ag. Georgios, Ammoudi and Baxedes.
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Simple. Elegant. Grace
Grace Santorini is an exclusive luxury
boutique hotel in a spectacular location
high on Santorini’s Caldera. It has been
designed to integrate perfectly with its
unique geography. From its setting on the
exclusive Imerovigli hillside in northwest
Santorini, guests can enjoy famed
Aegean sunsets over the Cyclades. This
graceful property, with its individuallystyled suites and bedrooms, appeals
to those seeking the ultimate romantic
escape and indulgence.
res.santorini@gracehotels.com
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Weddings and Honeymoons
There is nothing like a wedding ceremony
with the famous Santorini sunset in the
background.
Hundreds of weddings take place here
every year! A fantastic ceremony in one of
the luxurious hotels that are literally hanged
on the Caldera cliffs is definitely an ideal
spot to get married. Fabulous honeymoon
suites are available in most of the upscale
hotels, which offer exclusive services to the
newlyweds.
Easter in Santorini
Easter in Santorini has a special flair and
aroma. The bakeries all over the island work
overtime to deliver delicious cheese pies,
cookies, sweet loafs and traditional Easter
sweets, called “melitinia”. The process of
carrying around the Holy Epitaph in the
village of Pyrgos is taking place with the
ultimate devoutness. Everybody is holding
a small lantern, something that creates an
almost unworldly magical view.
All types of tourism
Besides being an extremely popular
holiday destination, Santorini also hosts
numerous conferences and symposia, since
all the major hotels have fully equipped
conference centers.
Most of the trails and paths of the island
are well preserved in order to maintain their
original appearance. Let yourselves wander
in the narrow streets, visit the local art shops,
especially in Oia, and discover old mansions
and hidden cozy bars.
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Santorini has some of the most significant archaeological sites
in Greece, since it hosts the oldest prehistoric fully functional
settlement, dated around 3.200 BC The visitors should also check
out the remnants of ancient temples and walls that can be found
scattered around the island. The island is obviously interesting for
those who engage in geological research and study, due to the
distinctive morphology of the terrain.
The night life in Fira is vigorous and the bars, clubs and cafés are
usually open and full of people while in Oia it is more quiet and
romantic, with cozy bars and cafés overlooking the Aegean’s
infinite blue!

The night life in Fira is vigorous and the bars, clubs
and cafés are usually open and full of people
while in Oia it is more quiet and romantic, with
cozy bars and cafés overlooking the Aegean’s
infinite blue!
Local products
The volcanic soil is dry, however fertile enough, due to its rich
ingredients. Santorini is famous for its fava (yellow split peas), the
baby tomatoes (also served as tomato balls or sundried), the white
eggplants, the kaparokoupa (caper) and of course the wine.
Today there are more than 40 wine varieties. Among the white
wines the most widely known ones are Athiri, Aidani, Nichteri and
Asyrtiko, while among the red wines Mandilaria, Boidomato and
Mavrotragano are quite popular. However, the most famous wine
of all is the sweet Vinsanto, also known as “Santorini’s velvet”, which
is served as dessert.
Access
Santorini is connected by boat with the port of Piraeus and Rafina.
It’s also connected by air to Athens and Thessaloniki. Additionally,
there are a lot of charter flights that connect the island to many
European countries during the summer months.
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A surprise waits whoever decides to visit Folegandros. A wonderful
destination that distantly resembles Santorini, with the steep cliffs,
the dazzling white houses carved on the rocks and the breathtaking
view. The Castle dominates the scenery, atop the hill; there are
many picturesque little squares, bougainvilleas, small traditional
cafés, the two beautiful beaches of Katergo and Chochlidia, many
hotels and guesthouses. They say that the Chora of Folegandros
is the prettiest one of the Cyclades. The island is connected by
conventional boats with the ports of Piraeus and Lavrion. During the
summer there are local boats interconnecting the Cycladic islands.

folegandros

Access
Folegandros is connected to Piraeus port by boat.
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Milos is a picture-perfect island that has seventy five unbelievable
beaches, totally different from one another, one of which is on
a volcanic terrain that resembles the surface of the moon! This is
mostly what distinguishes Milos from all the other Cycladic islands.
The port of the island is Adamantas and it’s the main stage, where
everything happens! Weather permitted, you can hop on a boat
and tour the island, access secluded beaches and have a short
layover in Kimolos, where you can taste the local delicacies. An
unforgettable experience you absolutely have to live.
Access

milos

Milos is connected by boat to the port of Piraeus and Lavrio. It’s also
connected by air to Athens and Thessaloniki.
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sifnos
High aesthetics, beauty, charm, warm
hospitality, picturesque neat villages,
delicious local cuisine, white chapels with
blue domes. Sifnos will simply amaze you....
Kamares is one of the Cycladic ports that
enjoys a magical sunset, while Chora with the
narrow streets, the colorful bougainvilleas,
bars and restaurants is the fun hub! Sifnos is
the home of famous Nikolaos Tselementes,
who is considered to be the ultimate chef of
the 20th century in Greece.
Access
Sifnos is connected by boat to the port of
Piraeus.
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serifos
Serifos is a magical little island with rich history. It has a typical
Cycladic-style Chora, built on a hill overlooking the peaceful
protected bay. Windmills, scattered chapels, narrow paved streets,
amazing sandy beaches compose the ideal scenery for relaxing
vacations in Cyclades. Mountainous and wildly beautiful… it’s like a
balcony to the Aegean!

kythnos
Kythnos is a small, unspoiled Cycladic island. It’s a paradise for those
who love to fish, dive and snorkel. It has lots of beautiful beaches
and lovely taverns by the water.
Access
Serifos is connected by boat to the port of Piraeus. Kythnos is
connected by boat to the port of Piraeus and Lavrio.
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kea
This is one of the last paradises of the Aegean
Sea, just a breath away from Athens. Even
though it’s a cosmopolitan destination, it
has maintained its Cycladic tradition and its
unspoiled natural beauty. Chora is stunning
and imposing, with white houses scattered
on the hill, under the watchful eye of the
Lion (a sculpture carved on a rock), which is
the trademark of the island.
Kea is a very popular weekend destination.
Moreover, it has many interesting spots that
are worth a visit.
Access
Kea is connected by boat to the port of Lavrio.
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Crete

The unparalleled advantage that KYDON
hotel has to offer: an astounding view at
the harbor and the old town!

Πλ. Σοφοκλή Βενιζέλου, Χανιά - Κρήτη / Sofoklis Venizelos Sq., Chania - Crete, Greece
Τηλ:/Tel: +30 28210 52280|Fax: +3028210 51790|web: www.kydonhotel.com
email: info@kydonhotel.com

Located in the heart of the city, the
KYDON Hotel welcomes the visitor in
a most special way, characteristic
of the genuine Cretan hospitality.
The high-quality services of the hotel
established it long ago as a unique
destination all year round.
Its rooms and suites, with a
panoramic view of the Old Town and
Municipal Market, are equipped with
all modern comforts.
Its Square Restaurant is a reference
point, since its cuisine is based on the
nutritional value of the local products.
At The Agora Bar, the visitor can enjoy
aromatic coffee accompanied by
succulent pastries, relax with a fancy
cocktail, drink, or try out of a variety of
excellent wines with a beautiful view
of the Municipal Market.
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chania
The island of king Minos and his labyrinth
palace guarded by the Minotaur, 5.000 years
of continuous and glorious history. Crete stands
for freedom, independence, authenticity,
purity and hospitality.
Chania is one of the most beautiful and popular cities in Greece,
visited by thousands of people every year, from Greece and the
rest of the world. There is a special aura about this city, as well as
about the whole prefecture of Chania, probably due to the rich
history of the region. Words cannot describe the natural beauty of
this place. Endless sandy beaches, the impressive and imposing
mountain range of Lefka Ori (White Mountains) in the southern
part of the prefecture, the Samaria Gorge and so much more.
The architecture in the city of Chania has been influenced by
the Venetians, as well as by the Turks. Even though the tourism
infrastructure is blooming, the city hasn’t lost its authentic charm.
The Venetian port and the narrow little paved streets, which lead to
the traditional neighborhoods of the old town, are packed during
the summer, by mesmerized visitors.
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Nature
There are about 18 gorges in Chania, but
the best known is the Samaria Gorge. It’s
one of the biggest ones in Europe and it’s
about 18 km long. A unique habitat, with
an amazing variety of fauna and flora, it
has been declared as a National Park and
it’s included among the most important
natural habitats in Europe, as well as in the
network Natura 2000. Hundreds of visitors
cross the gorge every year, between
May and October. The hike takes about 6
hours and the visitors should be very well
prepared, by wearing the appropriate
clothes, shoes and of course by carrying a
lot of water with them.
Local products
If you visit the central market you will find a
big variety of locally produced cheese. The
most famous one is Gruyere. You will also
find many wine labels, Cretan bread, honey
and aromatic herbs, like tea, sage and
diktamo (Origanum Dictamnus), which only
grows on this island. In every restaurant you
will visit, ask for the most famous traditional
side dish, Kaltsounia, a fried pasty filled with
cheese or greens.
There are also lots of locally produced
alcoholic drinks, like Tsikoudia (or Raki) which
is served really cold, in little shot glasses.
Careful though! The expression “Bottoms
up” shouldn’t apply here!
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Beaches

Access

The prefecture of Chania has a coastline that stretches in two
different Seas. There are many beaches, smaller or bigger, with
sand or pebbles, shallow or deeper. All the beaches near Chania
are very well organized, however you should pay attention when
the winds are strong. In Chania you may find three of the most
spectacular beaches in Greece. One of the best beaches in the
Mediterranean Sea is Falasarna with golden sand and crystal clear
waters, while the truly exotic Elafonisi and Balos are also very famous
due to their turquoise blue waters and their pink sand.

Chania is connected to the port of Piraeus. It is also connected by
air to Athens.
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The beach located near the city is long and
sandy, attracting hundreds of visitors every
day. The weather is ideal for water sports and
especially surfing. In the traditional taverns
you will taste the exceptional local cuisine,
always accompanied by tsikoudia (raki).The
real fun starts after sunset though! There is an
entire neighborhood in Rethymno, called
Rakadika, where visitors can find numerous
picturesque taverns that specialize in raki
and local mezedes (appetizers). For those
who like to dance, you can visit one of the
city’s major night clubs, where the fun lasts
until the small hours!
Beaches

rethymno

The city of Rethymno is warm and charming.
The Castle of Fortezza dominates with
its imposing size and architecture. The
Venetian port and the Mosque of this
beautiful city have a lot of stories to tell
us… The Old Town of Rethymno is one of
the most well preserved medieval towns in
Greece and perfectly combines the eastern
culture with the Venetian sovereignty. Makri
Steno remains unchangeable throughout
the years and protects the city’s traditional
ambience. This is where the Turkish school is
located. It’s also the ideal location for you to
relax, watch the sunset and absorb images
of incomparable beauty. The traditional
narrow paved streets are full of secrets! All
you have to do is explore them!
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In the prefecture of Rethymno you will
see many different kinds of beaches:
sandy, pebbly, well organized, secluded,
crowded… We would suggest that you
explore the following: the beach by the
city of Rethymno, Geropotamos, Episkopi,
Petres, Panormos, Bali, Damnoni, Ammoudi,
Preveli, Akoumia, Triopetra, Ag. Pavlos, Ag.
Galini, Ag. Marina, Gerani, Rodakino, Souda,
Plakias, Drimiskianos, Akoumia, Ag. Georgios,
Triopetra, Perivolia, Adele and Enetiko.
Access
Rethymno is accessible by boat from the
port of Piraeus and by plane from Athens to
Chania and then by car – approximately an
1.5 hour drive.
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The Monastery of Preveli is built in a very remote location, where
access is really difficult. The wooden temple is an amazing piece of
art, while in the museum the visitors will get the unique chance to
see priceless artifacts, utensils and Post Byzantine icons. If you hike
down the trail, you will reach one of the most magical places in
Crete: the river with the palm trees!
Access

the monastery
of preveli

Preveli is accessible by bus from Heraklion or Chania.
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It’s the location which dazzles first.
Once seen, it’s never forgotten. Daios
Cove Luxury Resort & Villas nestles on
a hillside on the beautiful northern
coast of Crete. It is minimalist, modern,
chic and sumptuous with a carefully
created designer style; and its elegant
and
sophisticated
architecture
has been crafted from the natural
environment. As a result, Daios Cove
blends beautifully into its picturesque
rural surroundings. Finally, there’s
the Daios Cove spirit. Daios cleverly
combines five-star luxury and a select
ambience with impeccable, friendly,
always accessible service.
Guests have a choice of luxury
villas, rooms and suites (many with
their own private sea water pools),
three restaurants, fitness center, spa
and kids’ club. Whether relaxing on
the exclusive beach, swimming in the
pools, sampling fine cuisine, enjoying
first class service or simply soaking up
the unique atmosphere, Daios Cove
makes the perfect luxury hideaway —
and the ultimate holiday.

Panos Almyrantis, General Manager
Email: info@daioscove.com / Tel.: 0030-28410-62600
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The quintessential of Crete

anogeia

This village’s locals are different. They have different customs,
traditions, social life, folk art, dialect and accent than the rest of the
Cretans. This is because Anogeia is an isolated village. It’s interesting
to notice that their dialect makes use of ancient Greek phrases and
words, which are no longer being used by anyone in this country.
The sense of hospitality is really strong –as anywhere else in Crete- to
a point that actually surprises visitors! Wherever you go, people will
treat you with tsikoudia (raki) and they will ask you to join them on
their table! Let’s not forget to mention that men are wearing the
traditional Cretan costumes in their everyday routine!
Access
Anogia is accessible by bus from Heraklion or Chania.
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A luxury microcosm of
endless choices included
The OUT OF THE BLUE, Capsis Elite Resort
is a 5-star hotel complex located on a
private peninsula surrounded by a luscious
Botanical Garden of 167.000 m2 and the
Aegean Sea. It is situated 20 minutes from
the City and the International Airport of
Heraklion and next to the traditional fishing
village of Aghia Pelaghia.
For those who seek to combine the
beauty of the Greek Islands with the utmost
of luxury, this resort complex provides guests
a choice of 2 hotels collections with 5
different hotels/concepts with various types
of accommodation, from family bungalows
to private pool-villas.
For a total relaxation and rejuvenation
combined with the essence of luxury
and tranquility we propose our new
wellness programs mostly focusing on
the Dukan diet, detoxification and antiageing programs and nutrition for kids
and adolescents.
The resort also features private beaches,
a spa, a gym, a Minoan Amusement park
for children as well as a teenagers club,
6 restaurants, 5 pools, 5 bars, an openair cinema, a water sports center ,luxury
all inclusive programs at your choice and
plenty activities to make your stay the
most enjoyable!

Aghia Pelaghia, 71500 Heraklion, Crete, Greece
T +30 2810 811112, +30 210 6142083-7 / F +30 210 61 42 072 / E-reservation@capsis.gr
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heraklion
Myth or reality?
The prefecture of Heraklion is the most
significant one in Crete, due to its historical
importance. It combines natural beauty,
incredible
monuments,
incomparable
cultural heritage, endless beaches, delicious
local cuisine, warm hospitality, mountainous
villages, hiking trails and vigorous nightlife.
Heraklion is the birthplace of many
internationally renowned artists, such as the
painter Domenico Theotokopoulos; El Greco.
They say he was born in Fodele, about 29
km from the city of Heraklion, where there
is a museum that has copies of some of his
amazing paintings. The prefecture has 2
major mountain ranges: Idi and Dikti. Also,
Knossos, Phaistos and Malia are the places
with the most important archaeological sites,
attracting thousands of visitors every year.
Heraklion is the “Legend of the Cretan land”.
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The city of Heraklion
The city of Heraklion is the commercial,
industrial, administrative and agricultural
center of the prefecture. It’s by the
water and has many beautiful beaches,
many restaurants, stores and excellent
infrastructure. The Old Town bears the flair
of its conquerors. Venetian Walls and old
Venetian Fortresses are there to remind you
of the city’s past. Walk it through. Taste the
local flavors. Allow yourself to admire the
architecture, the historical importance, the
authentic Cretan color and the genuine
warm hospitality.
Knossos
Knossos was the center of the Minoan
Civilization and the seat of King Minos. It’s
located on the top of the Kephala hill, 5
km southeast of Heraklion. The fascinating
legends of Daedalus, Icarus and of the
mythical Labyrinth are associated with the
Knossos Palace. Knossos was first inhabited
at the end of the 7th millennium, until the
Roman Era. The Palace is the biggest and
most impressive of the Minoan Era. It’s about
22.000 acres, built on the top of an artificial
hill and its architecture is truly impressive.
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Phaistos

Malia – Hersonissos

Phaistos is built on a hill, on the western part of the Messara plain. It
was another important center of the Minoan Civilization, while it also
was the wealthiest and most powerful city of southern Crete; one of
the three most important cities King Minos founded, inhabited since
the Neolithic Era. Phaistos Disc is one the best known samples of the
hieroglyphic Minoan scripture. It has 45 symbols which are repeated
and grouped, forming letters separated by vertical carved lines. Their
imprint was created with stamps, while the clay was still fresh. This is why
this disc is considered to be the oldest known sample of typography.
It’s one of the exhibits of the Heraklion Archaelogical Museum.

Start your day at the well-organized beach of Limenas. Early in the
afternoon, you can enjoy your coffee at one of the seaside cafés
and later on you can dance the night away in one of the numerous
clubs and bars of the area. Do not forget to visit the three traditional
settlements located in Hersonissos: Ano Hersonissos, Piskopiano and
Koutouloufari, at the foothills of the imposing Harakas Mountain.
Narrow paved streets, stone houses, limed courtyards and very
warm people.

179

crete

Matala
This town became widely popular during
the 70s, where thousands of hippies started
going there and living inside the caves of
the famous Matala beach. Nowadays, a
great number of tourists visit this beautiful
town due to the long, sandy beach and the
excellent tourism infrastructure.
Dining
The Cretan cuisine is probably the best
in the country. The land is rich and the
local production is overly sufficient!
Cheese, olives, oil, handmade dough,
meat and poultry compose the perfect
example of the Mediterranean healthy
cuisine. Don’t forget to try the Cretan
salad, with cucumber, tomato, peppers,
olives, lettuce, barley rusk and myzithra
cheese. Also try the Dako, Cretan barley
rusk moistened with oil, tomato julienne,
myzithra cheese and oregano! From the
pastries, try Kaltsounia, a thin dough nest
with Cretan myzithra cheese, honey and
cinnamon. Simply divine!
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Cretaquarium
Hundreds of sea living creatures unveil their
colorful and peculiar beauty. This is the
biggest aquarium in Greece! The premises
of the Aquarium are also being used for
conferences and private events.
Beaches
The northern part of the prefecture faces
the Cretan Archipelagos and has the best
and most well-organized beaches, with
sun beds, umbrellas, restaurants, beach
bars, water sports, numerous activities and
lifeguards. These beaches are awarded with
the prestigious Blue Flag of the European
Union, for the quality and the cleanliness of
the water.
Access
Heraklion is connected by boat to the port
of Piraeus and Thessaloniki and some of the
Cyclades islands. It is also connected by air
with Athens and Thessaloniki.
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BLUE PALACE, A UNIQUE PLACE OF DISCOVERY

Blue Palace, a Luxury Collection Resort and Spa
www.bluepalace.gr / +30 28410 65500 telephone / +30 28410 89712 facsimile
sales@bluepalace.gr

Endless
views,
crystal
clear
waters and a host of cultural and
gastronomical experiences await
guests at Blue Palace, a Luxury
Collection Resort and Spa. Spend a
day exploring the beauty of the island
with its old villages, wineries and the
ancient Palace of Knossos or simply
enjoy a leisurely dip in the crystal blue
waters of our magnificent private
beach. Sail the coast of Elounda
and around the relics of Spinalonga
island, aboard our traditional caique.
Discover unique dining experiences
within five restaurants and select from
a variety of exquisite Mediterranean
dishes, traditional Greek specialties
and cuisine with an international flair.
Nourish body and soul with a signature
treatment or just indulge in your own
private pool, while rejoicing in a
landscape of breathtaking beauty.
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lasithi
Free your senses

The Lasithi plateau

The Lasithi prefecture demonstrates amazing
natural beauty, authentic Cretan character
and a history that has lasted for centuries. The
capital of the prefecture is Ag. Nikolaos and
took its name from the homonymous church,
which was recently renovated. This city is one
of the most famous destinations in Crete; it has
a beautiful lake and a port surrounded by red
rocks! The picturesque little chapel is carved
in the rocks and on the inside, it reminds of
a cave. Elounda, which is probably one of
the most glamorous places in Greece, has
numerous lavish resorts, upscale ambiance
and truly outstanding beaches! It’s definitely
one of the most beautiful luxurious destinations
of the country.

It seems that time has stopped here…
Somewhere in the Dikti Mountain, in the
north part of Crete, there are 23 villages.
The biggest and the most popular one is
Tsermiado, which is ideal for those who
love sports. If you rent a mountain bike
you can reach the highest peaks, through
an amazing natural environment and be
astonished by the view. The trademarks
of the area are the picturesque windmills,
which give the scenery a wonderful view.
There used to be 3.000 windmills! Today,
few of them are preserved, but enough in
number to remind you of the region’s history.
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Welcome to
elounda peninsula ALL SUITE HOTEL,
a hotel with no rooms...only suites!

eloundapeninsula@elounda-sa.com / www.eloundapeninsula.com
+302841068000

elounda peninsula ALL SUITE HOTEL is the
only seafront all-suite hotel in Europe with
private pools; 52 suites in all, very private
and secluded, the best of which also
have private access to the sea! As a small
boutique hotel within a larger resort it allows
guests privacy and exclusivity while first Six
Senses Spa TM, in Europe, the 9 hole par 3
golf course and the 4000 sqm kids club are
only a step away. Nevertheless, elounda
peninsula ALL SUITE HOTEL has its own
indoor pool,private sandy beach,gourmet
restaurant,Pan Aisan restaurant,wine cellar,
and even a 50 seat cinema.
In 2013, the elounda peninsula opened
its new Diamond Residences wing with
top-of-the-line homes. Choose from 3 and
6 bedrooms, each with private pools and
direct access to the Diamond Residences
own private sandy beach. elounda
peninsula is popular with Hollywood
stars, internationally famed performers,
acclaimed fashion designers and young
business people.
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Beaches
The coastline that stretches along the Libyan and the Cretan
Seas is irresistibly beautiful. Choose one of these beaches and
spend your whole day by the sea, feel the pleasant breeze,
sip your coffee or ouzo and just relax! You can choose among
Elounda, Plaka, Ammoudara, Istros, Mirtos, Megali Paralia, Ag.
Fotia, Makrigialos, Analipsi, Ammoudi, Staousa, Moni Kapsa,
Vai, Erimoupoli, Maridati, Kouremenos, Hiona, Kalo Nero, Zakros,
Ierapetra, Koutsounari, Mohlos, Sitia, Tholos, Chrisi, Almyros,
Havania, Sisi, Ammos, Marina, Gardadoros, Kitroplateia, Akti
Nearhou and the well-known Mirambelos.
Sitia
Sitia is the easternmost city of Crete, which according to tradition is
built exactly atop Ancient Itia, the birthplace of Myson, one of the
seven philosophers of the Ancient Times. The city was first inhabited
during the Minoan Era and today it’s amphitheatrically built on the
slopes of a hill.
Access
Lasithi is accessible by boat from the port of Piraeus and by air from
Athens to Heraklion. There are also ferries that connect Lasithi with
some of the nearby islands of Dodecanese.
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Dream with your eyes
wide open

info@domesofelounda.com, +30 2310 810 624

Domes of Elounda exemplifies
elegance and relaxation for both
couples and families. Compelling
views, overlooking the famous island
of Spinalonga create the ideal Greek
holiday setting. Accommodation
options vary between suites and
villas set amidst scented gardens,
bougainvilleas and olive groves, in
intense colours and earthy shades,
oversized windows and stunning
verandas offering yet again sweeping
views. For those seeking ultimate
privacy, comfort, luxury and style
look no further than our ultraluxe
villa collection and our luxury private
residences. From our professional and
friendly kids club to our incredible
spa and from our fine dining to our
many swimming pools there is truly
something to please all tastes. Not to
forget our truly unique natural sandy
beach with its shallow and calm
Mediterranean waters.
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the palm tree
forest of vai
This is actually one of the most photographed
places in Greece. Vai is a palm tree forest, in
a small seaside valley, in the eastern part of
Crete, close to the remnants of the ancient
city of Itanos. The forest covers about 20
acres of land and its name derives from the
Cretan name for palm trees (Vagies, Vagia,
Vai). Vai is the only palm tree forest in the
southern Europe. It has been declared
a National Park, where camping and
overnight staying are strictly prohibited. The
reason why it was included in this category
was because this specific endemic palm
tree has been there since the Minoan Era
(Phoenix Theophrasti).
Access
Vai tropical forest can be accessible by bus
from Heraklion.
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Dodecanese
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dodecanese

This wildly beautiful island has 12 villages,
where everything is seamlessly blended:
cosmopolitan resorts, natural beauty,
rich history, culture and tradition. The well
paved streets coexist with the country dirt
roads, in an environment of unique charm.
All visitors will be fascinated by the natural
splendor of this island, which goes beyond
the mountainous terrain and into the well
hidden secret of the Aegean.

karpathos

The most famous of its villages is that of
Olympus, where the tradition has been kept
alive and women are still dressed in the
area’s traditional costumes.
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Access
Karpathos is connected by boat to the port
of Piraeus, Ag. Nikolaos in Crete, Kasos and
Halki. It is also connected by air to Athens.

dodecanese

Kastelorizo is one of the most picturesque Greek islands. Built around
a small port, with two-storey colorful buildings, it looks like a charming
painting. It is located in the southeastern side of the Aegean, at a
distance of 75 miles from Rhodes. Kastelorizo has a mountainous
terrain, approximately 300 residents and it’s considered as the ideal
place for quiet vacations. One of the most beautiful places to visit is
the Blue Cave (Galazio Spileo) which is accessible only by sea. It has
ten natural tanks which collect rain water, stalactites and stalagmites.
Inside the cave, the view and the experience are unique. You will be
astonished by the different shades of blue, projected and mirrored
by the water. It’s considered to be one of the most impressive caves
in the Mediterranean Sea.

kastelorizo

Access
Kastelorizo is connected by boat to the port of Piraeus and Rhodes
and by air to Rhodes during summer season.
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The island of the Knights

rhodes

If, when you were a child, you used to dream
of knights, horses and castles then in Rhodes
your dreams will come true! This is one of the
biggest islands in Greece and it’s located in
the southeastern part of the Aegean Sea.
This island bears a history of thousands of
years, tightly connected with the Middle
Ages, an era that left its marks on the island’s
architecture and civilization. The Medieval
grandeur is projected in the Palace of the
Grand Master, the castle, the ancient city,
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the imposing monasteries, the hammam
and the mosques. The whole island is like an
open museum with endless sights. Wherever
you go you will see the perfect blend of
medieval and contemporary aesthetics.
Stroll in the Old Town during a full moon. Take
pictures under the magnificent arched streets.
Check out the local market. Tour the island and
discover the mountains, as well as the beaches.
Holidays in Rhodes will be unforgettable!

dodecanese

The contemporary town
The contemporary town of Rhodes, which was built around the Old
Town, is actually a very modern city, with urban infrastructure. Its port is
right outside the main entrance of the Old Town and receives daily many
boats, cruise ships and yachts that visit the island from all over the world.
The town has a very big market, with lots of stores, cafés, restaurants of
Greek and international cuisine, stadiums, museums and archaelogical
sites. The beach close to the city is well organized and with crystal clear
waters and thus is the choice of many tourists. Keep in mind that due to
its location it gets very windy at times. The Aquarium, which is close to
the beach, is a very nice Arabian style building that hosts great exhibits
of fish and other sea creatures. Don’t miss the chance for a tour of the
island’s capital while on board of a small, cute train, in a ride that lasts
about 50 minutes, or visit its famous Casino
The old medieval town
This is an ever impressive example of medieval architecture. When you
enter the Old Town from the south bulky gate, you will feel like you are
in another place, in another time. The Knights left imposing evidence of
their presence in Rhodes, and gave the island the particular character
it retains to this day. The Knights’ Street is the main street that leads from
the port to the Palace of the Grand Master. The Palace was originally a
Byzantine Fortress, built in the end of the 7th century AD and transformed
in the 14th century, from St. John’s Knights, into the house of the Grand
Master and the headquarters of the Knighthood. Walk on the paved
streets, which bear 2.400 years of history, and visit the monuments. The
city of Rhodes also gives you the opportunity to experience its medieval
history through the annual Medieval Rose Festival that takes place during
the months of May or June. The entire town transforms to the medieval
times, with magnificent dance and music performances like the Witches
and Fairies Dance, the Fire Eaters, the Jugglers and Jesters, all dressed
perfectly in medieval costumes.If you happen to be in Rhodes during
the Rose Festival, don’t miss one of the best experiences this island has
to offer! Have a meal or a drink in one of the numerous restaurants and
cafés and buy souvenirs that will remind you of this amazing trip of yours.
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Trianton Ave., Ixia, P.O. Box 121, 851 00 Rodos, Greece
Tel: +30 22410 25222, Fax: +30 22410 25350, info@rodos-palace.gr
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Rodos Palace, quite simply, constitutes
the finest deluxe resort complex on the
island of Rhodes, offering exceptional
accommodation in 785 superb rooms,
Garden & Pool VIP Suites or in autonomous
Executive Wing. With exquisite dining
facilities, numerous entertainment &
extraordinary recreational amenities
on a superb location 4kms from the
Medieval City of Rhodes, just 50 meters
from the beach, Rodos Palace invites
you to experience the True Essence of
Resort Life.

In Every Great Place
One Hotel Stands Above The Rest!
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Lindos
Lindos is the island’s jewel! The village of Lindos is about 50
km from the capital and it’s known for its famous Acropolis,
the picturesque settlement and of course the archaelogical
findings. There, you will admire the amazing view from the top
of the Acropolis and then swim in the gorgeous bay. At night, all
tourists are gathered in the central square where all the shops,
restaurants and bars are located!
7 springs
Thirty kilometers southeast of the capital, there is a lovely location
with a lake that has 7 springs. The temperature is always a little
lower than in the rest of the island and this is why it’s considered an
oasis amidst the hot summer months. The lake hosts many ducks,
geese and fish and on its shores there is a picturesque tavern with a
unique panoramic view of the area’s mountains.
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Butterflies valley
In the location of Kremasti, visitors will get the chance to check out
the famous Butterfly Valley. From July to September, the tree trunks
are covered by colorful butterflies, from the family of Callimorpha
quadripunctata. The valley is fairytale gorgeous. The forest is thick
and there are small rivers and lots of streams. Silence needs to be
maintained, in order to avoid scaring the insects.
The Colossus of Rhodes
The Colossus of Rhodes was a statue of the Greek titan-god of the
sun Helios, erected in the city of Rhodes by Chares of Lindos in 280
BC. It is considered one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.
It was constructed to celebrate Rhodes’ victory over the ruler of
Cyprus, Antigonus I Monophthalmus, whose son unsuccessfully
besieged Rhodes in 305 BC. Before its destruction in the earthquake
of 226 BC, the Colossus of Rhodes stood over 30 meters (98 feet)
high, making it one of the tallest statues of the ancient world.

197

dodecanese

Towns & beaches
One of the most well-known, popular and
with excellent infrastructure locations is
Kallithea. In Kallithea you will have the
chance to see the gorgeous Arabian
hammam, as well as other Mauritanian
monuments, and swim in the peaceful bay.
Close to Kallithea is Faliraki; an extremely
popular area with a long sandy beach that
attracts thousands of visitors. Luxurious hotel
resorts, numerous rooms to let, restaurants,
bars and cafés, right by the water… The
Water Park located in Faliraki is considered
the largest one in Greece and one of the
largest in the world, with a plethora of
facilities and services offered!
The coast in the location Ixia, which is about
5 km south of the island’s capital, is about
2 km long and has numerous taverns and
beach bars. Visitors may also practice a
number of water sports.
The surfers’ paradise is actually the
southernmost location of the island,
Prassonisi, which is about 90 km from the
capital and its huge waves attract surfers
from all over the world! A narrow land strip
connects Prassonisi with the rest of the island.
The weather conditions are always ideal for
surfing and thus both sides of the beach are
always full of people.
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Small excursions

Access

There are two little islands in small proximity: Halki and Symi. Symi
is directly across Rhodes and the boat ride takes approximately
50 minutes, departing from the port of Rhodes. The traditional
architecture of the island, the numerous beaches and the
picturesque scenery will definitely win you over.

Rhodes is connected by air with Athens, Thessaloniki, Kos, Mytilini,
Karpathos, Kasos, Kastelorizo, Mykonos, Santorini and Crete
(Heraklion). The island is also connected by conventional and high
speed boats to the ports of Piraeus, Patmos, Leros, Kalymnos and
Kos. A conventional boat ride is about 12 hours long.

Halki is another small island with golden beaches and low profile. It has
about 370 chapels and remnants of a Venetian castle. From Rhodes
you can also visit the Turkish cities of Datça and Marmaris, which are
just across the island and the boat ride only 30 minutes.

Try the famous local drink Coriandolino, which was
first made by Italian monks in a very unique way
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kos
Hippocrates’ Island
The Dorians established in the 11th century
BC, a colony with a large contingent of
settlers from Epidaurus, whose Asclepius
cult made their new home famous for its
sanatoria, while other chief sources of the
island’s wealth lay in its wines and, in later
days, in its silk manufacture.
Kos is known as the island of Hippocrates,
father of medicine and it hosts the
International
Hippocrates
Institute
surrounded by a garden that includes
all of the 256 plants that he used in his
medicine techniques.
The Ancient Town
The capital of the island is like an open
archaelogical and historical museum, with
scattered monuments, medieval castles,
Muslim mosques, well designed squares
and very good urban infrastructure.
It should also be mentioned that the
bicycle is the most popular means of
transportation.
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The Castle of the Knights, or Castle of Nerantzi
(nerantzi is a sour orange fruit), dominates
the center of the town. An arched bridge
connects the castle with the square where
the Tree of Hippocrates (a plane tree) is, as
well as the Muslim mosque of Hassan Pasha.
Asclepieion, an ancient healing center and
one of the most significant and famous
archaelogical monument of the island, is
located in short distance from the capital.
Kos’ market is a paradise, where you can find
everything, from pottery to jewelry and from
leather products to local traditional delicacies.
Try the local baklava, the sweet baby tomato
and of course the famous honey.
Activities
Kos is the ideal destination for all sorts of
water sports. Jet Ski, paragliding, water
ski, windsurfing, kite surfing and so much
more, in Kardamaina beach, but also in
all other organized beaches. The island
has also contemporary infrastructure,
suitable for conferences and corporate
events. Also, from the island of Kos and
specifically from Kardamaina you can
take the boat to Nisyros, a charming little
volcanic island, or to Kuşadası in Turkey,
within just an hour distance.
Access
Kos is connected by boat to the port of
Piraeus and by air to Athens.
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kalymnos
Kalymnos is known and billed as the «Spongedivers’ island.» Sponge diving has long been
a common occupation on Kalymnos and
sponges were the main source of income
of Kalymnians, bringing wealth to the island
and making it famous throughout the
Mediterranean. The Kalymnians harvested
sponges from the seabed as close as
Pserimos or as far as North Africa. Early
diving was done without equipment (free
diving), using a harpoon. Nowadays, an
annual celebration, Sponge Week, occurs
a week after Easter to honor this «Kalymnian
gold.” Much has been written, sung and
filmed about the legendary courage of the
sponge divers themselves.

Αctivities

Access

Recently, Kalymnos has developed into one
of the most important hiking destinations in
Greece. There are a lot of hiking centers in
the island and every year competitions are
held with participants from all over the world.
Visit the hot spring of Thermes and dive
under the supervision of the experienced
professionals of the numerous diving centers
of the island.

Kalymnos is connected by boat to the port
of Piraeus by air to Athens and some islands
of Cyclades.
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You will be swept away by this small paradise of the Dodecanese.
Picturesque windmills, cozy white houses, nice beaches, mansions,
beautiful churches… The ultimate combination of dazzling white
and Aegean blue. Visit the Castle, 500 steps away from Panteli, and
let yourself be amazed by the breathtaking view.
Access

Leros

Leros is connected by boat to the port of Piraeus. It is also connected
by air to Athens.
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Patmos
The island of Revelation
Patmos is mentioned in the Book of
Revelation. The book’s introduction states
that its author, John, was on Patmos when
he was given (and recorded) a vision from
Jesus. Early Christian tradition identified this
writer John of Patmos as John the Apostle,
and as such, Patmos is a destination for
Christian pilgrimage. Visitors can see the
cave where John is said to have received
his Revelation (the Cave of the Apocalypse,
considered as an UNESCO World Heritage
Site), and several monasteries on the island
are dedicated to Saint John.
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Aside from Pilgrimage tourism, the island
offers also a wide range of vacation
opportunities, with excellent tourism
infrastructure, numerous restaurants, hotels
and one of the most beautiful marinas of
the Aegean Sea. As a result, Patmos is very
popular among boat and yacht owners,
while is also perfect for those who seek
relaxed vacations with a backpack, a book
and a lot of walking.
The impressive Chora is built around the
monastery of St. John and stretches all the
way down the hill with dazzling white houses.
Narrow, paved streets form a maze. There
are two-storey mansions, arches, paved
backyards with beautiful flowers and many

churches. If you decide to climb up Skala
on foot or with a donkey and gaze at the
old windmills, you will sense the aroma of
another era.
Forbes Magazine in a 2009 research has
named Patmos as Europe’s Most Idyllic
Place to live, due to the fact that «Patmos
has evolved over the centuries but has not
lost its air of tranquility, which is one reason
why people that know it return again and
again.»
Activities
The island has many beautiful beaches, some
of them are secluded and ideal for swimming
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while others are well organized providing
numerous water activities such as diving,
sailing and snorkeling. The most famous are
Grikos, Petra, Vagia, Lampi, Kampos, Lefkes
and the best one: Psili Ammos.
In Patmos you may find many excellent
restaurants with famous chefs. So, try the
local gourmet cuisine and let yourselves get
carried away by the mouthwatering tastes.
Access
Patmos is connected by boat to the port
of Piraeus and some nearest islands such us
Samos, Rhodes.
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ikaria
This majestic island, the home of mythical
Ikaros, was visited, up until a few years
ago, mainly for its hot springs. Today, more
and more tourists choose this beautiful,
wild island for their vacation, enjoying the
stunning natural beauty, the unspoiled
beaches, its therapeutic hot springs and the
laid-back attitude of the inhabitants.
Tourism on Ikaria is relaxed and unimposing for
all and reflects an «Ikarian Balance» between
nature, freedom, time & development. Ikaria
offers something for everyone! Remote
and cosmopolitan beaches, rich tourism
infrastructure, archaelogical and religious
sites and most importantly its famous festivals.
The northeastern side of the island is covered
with pinewoods, while the southwestern side
is dry and mountainous. Do not leave the
island before tasting the delicious honey, from
thyme, and of course the famous strong local
red wine.
Access
Ikaria is connected by boat to the port
of Piraeus, Kavala and Samos. It’s also
connected by air to Athens.
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samos
Samos is an island ruled by legend and beauty. It is the island of the
father of mathematics, Pythagoras, the astronomer Aristarchus and
the philosopher Epicurus. It is the home of Hera and the land that
hosted Herodotus and Aesop. An important center of trade in the
Aegean and a major naval force in antiquity, it came into contact
with important Mediterranean cultures.
The island saw times of indescribable splendor, which still remains.
Even today, its proximity to the coast of Asia Minor makes the
island a ‘bridge’ between the two cultures, a difference that did
not hinder the co-existence, cooperation and friendship of the two
peoples living across the water from each other.
Samos is a place of lush vegetation, ideal for hiking and cycling
Walk along Kerkis Mountain, from Votsalakia in Marathocampos, to
its peak, Vigla Mountain and while you hike you will see over 1,400
species of rare plants, many of which are endemic to the island, as
well as dozens of species of birds of prey.
Heraion
The mythical birthplace of Hera, Samos is home to the largest temple
in Greece (according to Herodotus) at the seaside settlement of
Heraion, dedicated exclusively to the goddess of marriage and
women. Of its 155 gigantic columns, only one still stands and is
indicative of the scale of this place of religious worship that includes
ruins of at least three earlier temples.
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Pythagoreion
Built on the ruins of the ancient city of
Samos, is home to what many call the eighth
wonder of antiquity. In 550 BC, the architect
Eupalinos undertook the task of constructing
a 1,036m tunnel, at the order of tyrant
Polycrates, to connect the two sides of the
mountain and supply water to the ancient
capital of Samos. This innovative aqueduct
had to be invisible to enemies, so as not
to be destroyed in case of attack to the
island. Eupalinos was such a great engineer
that, through mathematical calculations
alone, he began digging this two-way
tunnel on both sides of the mountain
simultaneously. A decade later, the two
crews met in the middle of the mountain
with no deuboeation whatsoever! In fact,
to give the slave workers an incentive,
Eupalinos made a promise, which he kept:
upon completion of the work, he set the
slaves free. This is indeed the work of a true
engineering genius.
Both Pythagoreion and Heraion were
designated as UNESCO World Heritage Sites
in 1992.
Local products

Beaches

Access

Samos is famous for the homonymous wine.
Samos Muscat holds a special place in
the French wine market, one of the most
demanding in the world, and has won
numerous international accolades, whith
its rich, fruity aroma. The best opportunity
to taste all varieties of Samos Muscat is the
wine festival organized during the first ten
days of August at Vathy, where you only
buy one glass and refill it as many times as
you like – or can handle. Honey, ouzo, dairy
products, olive oil, olives and oranges are
also some the exceptional local products
this island has to offer.

The island’s sea is crystal clear and quite
invigorating! The trees stretch all the way to
the beaches, making the water acquiring
an emerald color. With big or smaller
pebbles, sandy or rocky, organized or not,
all Samos’ beaches attract even the most
demanding visitors and all have something
distinctive to show.

Samos is connected by boat to the port
of Piraeus, Rafina, Alexandroupolis, Ikaria
and Kavala. It’s also connected by air with
Athens and Thessaloniki.
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Chios is known as one of the most likely
birthplaces of Homer, and also the ancient
mathematicians Hippocrates and Enopides.
Located in the North East Aegean sea, Chios
is a mountainous island with only a few valleys
formed in its south and east regions. The island
is known for its picturesque landscape, and
also for the Mediterranean climate, with mild
winters and sparse rainfalls in the summer.

chios
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There are numerous Byzantine monasteries
which are definitely worth a visit, since they
hide cultural and religious treasures, while
neoclassical mansions and exceptional
stone walls are the silent witnesses of another
era. Planes with wild tulips, lemon and mastic
trees, colorful flowers and unique flora
compose a dreamy island image which you
will definitely fall in love with.
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Chios is known as one of the most likely birthplaces of Homer, and
also the ancient mathematicians Hippocrates and Enopides.
Located in the North East Aegean sea, Chios is a mountainous island
with only a few valleys formed in its south and east regions. The island is
known for its picturesque landscape, and also for the Mediterranean
climate, with mild winters and sparse rainfalls in the summer.
There are numerous Byzantine monasteries which are definitely
worth a visit, since they hide cultural and religious treasures, while
neoclassical mansions and exceptional stone walls are the silent
witnesses of another era. Planes with wild tulips, lemon and mastiha
trees, colorful flowers and unique flora compose a dreamy island
image which you will definitely fall in love with.
Local architecture
The local architecture has been influenced by the Byzantine and
Genoese eras. Examples of this fabulous architectural style can be
found in Kampos, one of the most beautiful areas in Chios. Extended
use of yellow and red stone from Thimiana, large verandas, floors
made of pebbles, crests and big arched entrances are few of the
characteristics met in these magnificent traditional buildings.
Traditional local products
Known throughout the world, mastic is a controlled designation
of origin product, growing only in the South of Chios, where it has
been raised since the 8th-7th century AD This evergreen tree, which
is about 2-3 meters tall, is growing in 21 villages in the southern part
of the island, named Mastihohoria (villages with Mastic) and its
product is cultivated entirely by hand. Moreover, Mastic has some
extremely beneficial effects on health and is nowadays used in
medicine, pharmacy, dentistry and cosmetics.
Other famous local agricultural products of the island are citrus
fruits, olive oil, figs and wine.
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Kampos
Just 6 km from the town of Chios is the traditional settlement of
Kampos, founded by the Genoese invaders in the 14th century and
currently under the protection of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
Genoa and Chios meet stylishly in the earth-coloured mansions of
the local aristocrats of the past. Don’t let the high walls stop you
exploring vast orange orchards, tree-roofed alleys and scented
gardens. Devastated by the massacre in 1822 and the earthquake
in 1881, the old mansions with their enormous gates, coats of arms,
and arched windows have been revamped and turned into guest
houses, awakening memories of their glory days of the 17th and
18th centuries. Experience the atmosphere of a bygone age as you
stroll or cycle around the settlement’s mansions and forty churches.
Nea Moni
Just a few minutes away from the town of the island, is located its
most important religious site and one of the most important Byzantine
monuments in the whole country. Nea Moni (New Monastery)
was built in the 11th century and is considered an UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
Easter in the village Vrodandos
Vrodandos is a famous Greek village, because of a peculiar yet
impressive tradition called “rouketopolemos” (rocket war), taking
place there during Easter, every year. Two renowned churches, Ag.
Markos and Holly Mother of Erithiani, fire rockets at each other’s
churches - while services are held. The objective is to hit the other
church’s bell, yet the result is an unbelievably loud and colorful
demonstration of joy and celebration for the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Thousands of rockets are launched from one church to the
other, setting the sky on fire! A unique view and a unique experience
for those who attend it!
Access
Chios is connected by boat to the port of Piraeus, Alexandroupolis
and Kavala. It’s also connected by air to Athens.

213

eastern aegean

lesvos
Greece’s third-largest island, after Crete and Euboea, Lesvos is marked
by long sweeps of rugged, desert-like western plains that give way to
sandy beaches and salt marshes in the center of the island. Further
east are thickly forested mountains and dense olive groves.
In prehistoric times, it was called Lassia due to its luxurient forest
vegetation. It was also called Imerti (delicious), Pelasgia, Eolida
and Makaria. The name Lesvos was from the mythical hero Lesvos
who came here with Lapithes from Thessaly and married Mythimna,
daughter of the settler Makaras. During prehistoric times it was a
significant cultural center of the NE Aegean Sea, and it flourished
economically, commercially and culturally during Archaic times
(7th - 6th century BC).
The island’s port and capital, Mytilini Town, is one of the most
ancient Greek cities and today is a lively place year-round filled
with exemplary ouzeries and good accommodation, while the
north-coast town of Molyvos is an aesthetic treat, with old stone
houses clustered on winding lanes overlooking the sea.
Apart from being ideal for hiking and cycling, Lesvos is also one
of the greatest areas for bird watching (more than 279 species,
ranging from raptors to waders, are often sighted). Just like many
other Greek destinations, this island too is full of therapeutic hot
springs with some of the warmest mineral waters in Europe.
Despite its undeniable tourist appeal, hard-working Lesvos makes its
livelihood firstly from agriculture. Olive oil is a highly regarded local
product, as is ouzo; indeed, the island’s farmers produce around
half of the aniseed-flavored firewater sold worldwide.
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Arts
The contribution of the island in arts and letters has been
invaluable. Lesvos’ great cultural legacy stretches from the 7thcentury-BC musical composer Terpander to 20th-century figures
such as Nobel Prize–winning poet Odysseus Elytis and primitive
painter Theofilos. The ancient philosophers Aristotle and Epicurus
also led a philosophical academy here. Most famous, however, is
Sappho, one of ancient Greece’s greatest poets.

15-20 million years ago due to the intense volcanic activity in the
area which included coniferous forests and mainly huge sequoias
and primitive pine trees. It is one of the rarest natural monuments in
the world (the only similar ecosystems today are the coniferous forests
in North America), visited by thousands of tourists. The removal and
transfer of fossilized material is prohibited by law. The forest includes
six visitor parks in the area.

Fossilized forest

Access

Lesvos, is also known for the unique fossilized forest covering the SigriEressos-Antissa area. It has been designated as a preserved natural
monument since 1985. It is a forest ecosystem that has been fossilized

Lesvos is connected by boat to the port of Piraeus, Thessaloniki
and Kavala. It’s also connected by air to Athens and Thessaloniki.
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lemnos
Lemnos is a destination for a peaceful holiday in close contact
with nature. Sheltered gulfs, extensive beaches and landscapes of
volcanic rocks, alternate with small hills and traditional villages of
stone houses.
Famous since antiquity for its vineyiards –Aristotle wrote about the
traditional red wine of the island, produced from a very ancient
and unique variety of grape that he called Limnio (locally referred
as Kalambaki) – the volcanic island of Hephaestus, lends its fertility
to fruitful plains, which the locals make the best of by producing
goods of unique taste and excellent quality. Among them, the
renowned Muscat of Lemnos, a Designation of Origin of Superior
Quality sweet white wine with golden colour, rich aroma and full
taste, the cheese “kalathaki”, as well as its delicious yellowish version
called “melíchloro”. The tasteful thyme honey and the fresh fish are
also some of the great gifts of nature to the lucky island.
Myth has it that Hephaestus taught the island’s first residents the
art of processing copper, and thus the island flourished during the
prehistoric times. The god had his forge on Mount Moschylus, which
used to emit a fiery jet of asphaltic gas. Lemnos’ astringent hot
springs and the highly sulphuric Limnian Earth, found near Repanidi,
used from ancient times until Turkish occupation for healing wounds
and stomach aches.
Myrina (Kastro)
Myrina is the island’s capital and port, is sometimes known as Kastro
for its romantic castle built over the rocky promontory in the midst
of the sandy shore.
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The walk up to the castle (Kastro) offers
a fine view over much of the low rolling
island and across the sea to the Mount
Athos. The castle foundations date back
to Classical times, when it was the site of
a temple of Artemis. The walls were built
in 1186 by Andronicus Comnenus I, then
substancially rebuilt by the Venetians in
the 15th century and the Turks in the late
16th century.
The castle divides Myrina’s waterfront into
two, the harbor beach on the south side
near the commercial port and the north,
the main long sandy Romaikos Yialos
(beach), with tavernas and much of the
town’s night life. Off Romaikos Yialos, the
Archaeological Museum has recently
been renovated to show off its superb
collection, filling ten rooms with findings
from Lemnos. There are prehistoric
relics from Poliochne, discoveries from
Hephestia, Hloi and Myrina.
Hephaistia
This ancient site, was the largest and most
significant town in classical times. It was built
in 1000 BC and survived for over 2.000 years.
Hephaistia took its name from Hephaestus,
god of fire and metal working. Much of the
site remains unexcavated, but there are
scant remains of a theater and a temple
dedicated to the god.
Poliohni
This is the most important archaeological
site of the island, where the Italians
archaeologists discovered seven different
layers of civilization, one on the top of the
other, dating back to the very dawn time.
The Neolithic town predates the Egyptian
dynasties, the Minoan Kingdoms of Crete,
and even the earliest level of Troy. Walls
and remains of the next oldest town

(2000 BC) which was probably destroyed
by an earthquake or another geological
phenomenon and claims the oldest baths
in the Aegean. The third city dates back
to the Copper Age while the top Bronze
Age settlement was contemporary with the
Mycenaean.
Petrified Forest
Before 23 – 18,000,000 years, the surface of
Lemnos was covered by dense forests of
palms, pine-trees and huge coast redwoods,
which were buried under the lava.
The greatest part is situated in Moudros and
in the wider area of eastern Lemnos, while
important vegetable fossils were found in the
village Varos and in the area of Thermae, in
Mantra Katramados.
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Access
Lemnos is connected by boat to the port
of Lavrion, Alexandroupolis and Kavala.
It’s also connected by air to Athens and
Thessaloniki.
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The thickly forested island of Samothraki
is rarely visited out of high season, but
it constitutes one of the most important
archaeological sites in Greece due to the
ancient Thracian Sanctuary of the Great
Gods. Also here stands Aegean’s loftiest
peak, Mount Fengari (1611m), from where
Homer recounts that Poseidon, god of the
sea, watched the Trojan War unfold.

samothraki

Samothraki’s mountainous interior is full
of massive gnarled oak and plane trees,
making it ideal for hiking and mountain
biking. Moreover the island’s waterfalls,
which plunge into deep, glassy pools,
provide cool relief on hot summer days.
Remote
southeastern
beaches
are
unspoiled and calm. You might actually see
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little baby goats, wandering around! The
beach of Pahia Ammos with the golden
sand will remind you of Cyclades, while the
Gardens Bay will certainly impress you, as it
was created after a volcano eruption. At the
west side of the island you will find hot baths
at Loutra (Therma). Inland from the main
port Kamariotissa, lies the former capital,
Chora, bursting with flowers and handsome
houses, all overlooking the distant sea.
Access
Samothraki is connected to Kavala,
Alexandroupoli and Rafina by boat.

220

Thessaloniki

221

thessaloniki

thessaloniki

The beautiful co-capital of Greece
There are many things that cross our minds when we think about
the co-capital of Greece, Thessaloniki. The White Tower, the sea,
the famous Thermaikos Gulf, the rich history, the excellent cuisine,
the numerous bars and clubs and the really friendly people who
know how to have a good time. This is a city that firmly maintains its
charm, beauty and tradition, through centuries. Thessaloniki has left
its marks in the Greek culture and history, through time.
The White Tower
This is the city’s trademark. The White Tower, which was used as a
fortress, dominates the port and it’s visible from many parts of the
town. In the 19th century, a prisoner actually painted the tower with
lime - in an attempt to escape - and this is how it got its name. Since
2008, the Tower serves as a museum, with a photo exhibition that
demonstrates the city’s history, people, flavors and development. If
you go all the way up, you will have the chance to enjoy a fabulous
view of the city. Around the Tower there is a modern, thematic
entertainment park.
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Aristotelian Square
This is the heart of the city, where a plethora of cultural events take
place. The Square is the main meeting point for locals and visitors.
Truly impressive buildings, reddish columns, arched streets, traditional
taverns, numerous cafés, pastry shops and so much more!

known are with cheese and cream! At the end of a long day, stop
by Modiano Market and enjoy ouzo and seafood! During the day
it’s the second biggest food market in the city. In the afternoon
however, it’s like the hot spot for locals and visitors, who prefer to
taste the local delicacies of fresh fish or meat.

Dining

After this mouthwatering experience, get a cup of coffee and
enjoy croissants, cakes or local pastries in one of the sea-side cafés.

Thessaloniki is the city of thousands of flavors! You can enjoy a
delicious breakfast practically in every corner of the city. Numerous
bakeries and pastry shops sell amazing pies, of which the best

If you are hungry after clubbing, go to Ladadika, for a quick bite or
get a souvlaki! There are many fast food restaurants in all the major
streets around town.
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Welcome to The Residence by Etihad.
Check in to the most exclusive address in the sky:
the world’s first three-room private suite onboard our new A380,
designed for up to two guests.
Relax in the living room of The Residence, on a plush Poltrona Frau leather sofa,
freshen up in the ensuite bathroom or rest in your own separate bedroom. Then ask your
personal Butler to set up your dining table to enjoy a gourmet meal prepared by our inflight Chef.
Only one airline could have created this remarkable travel experience.

Flying Reimagined.
etihad.com

#reimagined

Contact Etihad at (210) 3241010 or your travel agent
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A beautiful promenade
Casino
In just a few km from the International Airport “Macedonia” of
Thessaloniki, visitors will get the chance to admire its famous casino,
hosted in the Hyatt Regency Thessaloniki Hotel.
Shopping
The commercial center of the town stretches in the busy streets of
Tsimiski, Egnatia and Ermou, with big department stores, prestigious
boutiques, banks, bookstores and antique stores. Modiano Market
is the central market, filled with aromas and colors. You are going to
see a lot of street vendors in Thessaloniki, that sell bagels and salep
(which is a nice sweet drink that will keep you warm if you visit the
city during the winter).
If you are an antique lover, you will enjoy the numerous bazaars in
the city, where you can find amazing bargains!
Entertainment
Ladadika is one of the most famous and oldest neighborhoods in
Thessaloniki. Today, it’s not residential, but hosts numerous traditional
taverns, bars, clubs and few hotels.
The seaside Niki Avenue is famous for its bars and cafés. When the
sun sets, you will see hundreds of locals and visitors enjoying the
view and sipping a cup of coffee. Additionally, visitors can find
many well-known restaurants in the neighborhoods of Kalamaria
and Aretsou.
Access
Thessaloniki is connected by bus to Athens and Piraeus. You can also
travel by train from Athens to Thessaloniki. It is also connected by air
to Athens and several Western European cities.
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More than a Holiday!

63088 Nikiti – Halkidiki – Greece / Tel: +30 23750 20400, Fax: +30 23750 22591
Email: info@danairesort.com / Website: www.danairesort.com

Here at Danai we accept any
challenge, to make your stay
unforgettable. We want you to enjoy
every moment and we cherish every
memory of your holiday!
You can choose between more
than 60 suites and villas to find the
ideal setting for you. Relax your body
and your soul by letting yourself at the
hands of our experts at the spa. Feel the
delightful ambiance of our restaurants
and treat yourself to a rare wine from
our cellar. For us vacations here are
more than a holiday in Greece, it is
quality time embraced by the big blue.
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Blessed land
Chalkidiki is a colorful canvas, all year long. It has three peninsulas:
Athos (east), Kassandra (West) and Sithonia (in the center). The
capital of the prefecture is Polygyros, which is centrally located
and built where Ancient Apollonia used to be. All the houses
are overlooking the bay enjoying a fabulous view, as they are
amphitheatrically built on the foot of Mount Cholomon.

chalkidiki
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Beaches
The coast line of Chalkidiki is well known and
unique, thanks to the three aforementioned
peninsulas. The prestigious Blue Flag of
the European Union was awarded to
47 beaches and 2 marinas in the area!
The Kassandra peninsula is known for the
magical, sandy beaches, most of which
are very well organized, while impressive
hotels can be found along the coastline.
The most beautiful beaches, located on
the west side of the peninsula, are Sani,
Siviri, Fourka, Posidi, Nea Skioni and Ag.
Paraskevi, while on the east side one can
find Pefkoxori, Pigadikia (with white sand),
Afitos and Nea Fokaia.
Sithonia is a peninsula of outstanding natural
beauty. Just like peninsula Kasandra, this too
is full of long sandy beaches with sparkling
waters, picturesque little villages, amazing
evergreen forests, secluded bays, historical
monuments and traditional buildings.
Its natural beauty though hasn’t been
affected by tourism development. On the
west side of Sithonia the visitors will find the
beautiful beaches of Nikiti, Lagomandra,
Neos Marmaras, Tristinika and Toroni, while
on the east side they will find Kalamitsi, Sarti,
Ahlada, Armenistis, Vourvourou, Tripiti as well
as the secluded bay Lerissos with numerous
exceptional bigger and smaller beaches.
Arnaia is recognized as one of the
most beautiful mountainous villages

in Macedonia, built in a privileged
position, with plenty of running water and
surrounded by lush forests. It still preserves
its traditional architectural style. Liarigkova,
named Arnaia in 1928, seems to have been
created by farmers of the dependency of
Konstamonitou monastery of Mount Athos
around the well of the age-old plane tree
that is located in the main square. The
water flows through the tree’s body and
-according to tradition- whoever drinks it will
marry a woman born in Arnaia! Today, it’s a
very popular winter holidays destination, with
picturesque small hotels and guesthouses
and a central square with taverns and little
shops. The dominating Taxiarhis village is also
ideal for your winter as well as your summer
holidays, having a lot of guesthouses and
restaurants near its central square.
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Casino
The famous Porto Carras Grand Resort is
located on the west side of Sithonia. It’s a
major conference resort, with golf courses,
tennis courts, pools, restaurants, a private
marina and the first private casino ever
been established in Greece.

thessaloniki

Historic towns in Chalkidiki
There are numerous ancient cities in the
prefecture of Chalkidiki that blossomed
during the prehistoric age. The town of
Ancient Stagira is located about 500 metres
southwest of Olympiada, on the small
mountain peninsula of Liotopi. Numerous
archaeological findings certify the very
existence of this town during the ancient
and the Byzantine years. You should
definitely visit the place where the Greek
philosopher Aristotle was born and where
his grave currently is.
Olynthus, son of Hercules, was considered
the mythological founder of the town that
bears his name, on the hill named Megale
Toumba near the village of Myriophyto. The
South Hill bore a small Neolithic settlement;
was abandoned during the Bronze Age;
and was resettled in the 7th century BC.
The modern city, formerly Myriophyto, now
called Olynthos or Nea Olynthos, sits on a
small plateau on the western side of the river
Olynthios or Resetenikia (in ancient times
known as Sandanus), across from the ruins
of the ancient city. Today, apart from the
very interesting archaeological site, tourists
may also visit the Archaeological Museum
to learn about the ancient city, the life of
the inhabitants, ancient coins and also
pictures from its restoration.
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Ouranoupoli
The gate of Athos
Ouranoupoli is the last town that one can visit before entering the World
Heritage Site and autonomous polity in the Hellenic Republic, Athos
which is home to 20 Christian Orthodox monasteries under the direct
jurisdiction of the patriarch of Constantinople. Today Greeks commonly
refer to Mount Athos as the «Holy Mountain». This is the starting point of
all boats sailing around the Mount Athos where only men are allowed
to enter. Nevertheless, women are permitted to board on the ferry, take
a cruise around the peninsula and check out the monasteries of the
western side. The cruise last approximately 3 hours.
Ouranoupoli is an impressive, popular destination with many hotel resorts
(2-3km off the town’s center), lots of rooms to let, cafés, bars, restaurants
and folk art shops. It certainly provides peaceful vacations, for those
who want to enjoy the sea, fresh fish, the excellent climate, the beaches
and the paths of striking natural beauty, surrounding the area.
Sail around Athos
You can rent a small boat and sail around the area’s islets of Drenia,
just across from Ouranoupoli and Ammouliani where you can find
many stunning beaches and small taverns.
Local products
The rich soil and the mild climate facilitate the cultivation and production
of a variety of products, such as olives, olive oil, dairy products, honey,
jams, candied fruit and wines of delicate flavour. Also, pottery and
woodcraft are the two most famous traditional local crafts.
Access:
You can get to Chalkidiki, Ouranoupolis and Athos Mount by bus
from Athens and Thessaloniki.
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A perfect combination of Cycladic and Ionian
Sea beauty. Kythira is a charming island located
just off southern Peloponnese. However,
geographically, it belongs to the Ionian Sea
islands (Eptanisa). A unique local color is created
by old mansions, distinctive architecture and
local gourmet cuisine. Mansions and smaller
private houses do not go unnoticed, due to
their unique design and decoration.

Kythira

The Castle dominates the Chora of the island.
Let yourself get carried away by the wonderful
view of the hidden waterfalls, the sea and
the famous islet Hitra, where the rare flower
Sempreviva (live forever) can be collected.
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You will find small pots with Sempreviva
anywhere in Kythira. This flower never withers
and it will always remind you of the island’s
unique aromas along with fatourada, a
traditional Liqueur with cinnamon, as well as
the famous oilrusks (ladopaksimada).
Access
To visit Kythira you should drive to Neapoli (in
Peloponnese) which is connected by boat to
the port of Kythira. It’s also connected by air to
Athens and to the port of Piraeus.
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A paradise on earth…
Zakynthos is an island blessed by nature. It has everything a
traveler will appreciate. History, sights, imposing mountains, forests,
lush valleys and plains, incomparable beaches and of course
the famous turquoise blue waters of the Ionian Sea. Everyone’s
summer dream!

Zakynthos
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Escape to Europe’s Leading Villa Resort

Located on the magical island of
Zakynthos, west of Greece’s mainland,
and only minutes away from the
world famous Shipwreck beach, Porto
Zante is a unique private resort where
guests enjoy the ultimate privacy of
world class villas, located directly on
the beachfront, exquisite Greek and
Mediterranean cuisine, a fabulous
waterfront Spa, 24-hour five-star hotel
services, and an array of unique
activities and experiences for families
and couples alike.
Young guests can enjoy a kids’
entertainment service that includes
supervised fun activities, decorated
luxury villa guest rooms and specially
created dining menus.
A member of the Small Luxury Hotels
of the World, the resort during its 12
year history has been the choice of
famous clientele, including political
and business leaders and artists.
Porto Zante is located 10 minutes
from the city and the harbor of
Zakynthos island and 20 minutes from
the International Airport.

Tel: +30 210 8218640 – email: info@portozante.com – web: www.portozante.com
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Nature’s resort Zakynthos
Zakynthos is a verdant island endowed with
fertile valleys, while its landscape diversity
has resulted in different types of beaches.
On the Southeastern part you will find sandy
beaches in secluded coves where the
tranquil waters are deep blue and on the
western part you will find rugged cliffs and a
mesmerizing underwater world.
The Venetians, who ruled Zakynthos from
1484 to 1797, called the island “Fioro di
Levante” (flower of the East) as there are
over 7,000 species of flowers on the island.
Their architectural influence has left their
mark despite the damage sustained due to
seismic activity in the area. Stroll around the
Solomos Square, which is dedicated to the
Greek poet Dionysios Solomos that wrote
the Greek National Anthem, to admire
the traditional architecture, visit the PostByzantine Museum of Zakynthos and the
Public Library.
The island is famously known for its vibrant
nightlife, which makes it a frequent
destination of the youth.
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National Marine Park

The Shipwreck

Local products

The National Marine Park of the island aims to
protect rare species of marine life that live in the
wider area (in Zakynthos, as well as in the rest
of the Ionian Sea). The protected species are
mainly the sea turtles “Caretta Caretta” and
the Mediterranean Monk Seals“Monachus
Monachus”. The park also hosts other animal
species, like migratory birds, flamingos, wild
swans, hawks, reptiles, amphibians such as
turtles, iguanas and water snakes, as well
as mammals such as hedgehogs and wild
rabbits. There are also dolphins, from the family
of “Tursiops Truncatus”.

An exotic, secluded beach on the
northwest of the island is one of the most
photographed places in Greece. An
old, rusty boat is laying half buried in the
white sand since 1982… This beach is only
accessible by boat. Steep cliffs, white
sand and the most amazing turquoise
blue waters compose the view you will
experience, as soon as the boat enters the
gorgeous cove. Words are not enough to
describe this, so have your camera ready…
Boats depart from Skinari, Zakynthos town
and Ag. Nikolaos.

Olive oil, raisins and honey are the basic
products of the island. Seek for fytoura,
mandolato and pasteli, which are famous,
locally produced, sweet snacks. These are
the most distinctive local tastes you should
take with you!
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Access
To visit Zakynthos you should drive to Kilini
which is connected by boat to Zakynthos.
It’s also connected by air to Athens and
Thessaloniki and by bus to Athens.
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kefalonia
Deep blue colors
The largest island of the Ionian Sea, Kefalonia is a very charming place.
Although it has developed over the last years as a family vacation,
beaches in Kefalonia never get crowded due to the large size of the
island. Apart from swimming, Kefalonia also has many places to see,
from picturesque villages to Medieval castles and beautiful monasteries.
Fiscardo is the most cosmopolitan place with a port that receives many
yachts every summer, while other villages worthy of visit are Argostoli,
Sami and Assos.
Beaches
The island has undergone a lot of earthquakes, and as a result there are
a lot of secluded beaches, accessible only by sea, bays and steep cliffs.
Myrtos, a beach 800m long, is an excellent sample of this phenomenon,
where due to the location there are strong winds which create really big
waves. But Kefalonia is internationally known for its amazing coastline,
and thus there is an abundance of beaches to choose from. Some
are famously exotic like Antisamos, Lourdas and Skala, some are more
peculiar like Ksi that has red thin sand and clear shallow waters, some
are cosmopolitan like Makris and Platis Gialos, some are quieter like Asos,
which is the main beach of a very picturesque village, where scenes of
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin movie were shot, and others are ideal for
families, like Trapezaki.

This is the island where Captain Corelli’s
Mandolin was filmed!
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The cosmopolitan Fiscardo
Fiscardo is a picturesque and beautiful harbor village on the Northen
tip of the island, the only out of the 365 villages of Kefalonia that
was left virtually undamaged during the great earthquake of 1953,
that ruined most of the historic buildings of the island. The village has
preserved its beautiful houses of traditional architecture until today.
Stroll around the harbor where you will find many jewelry shops,
shops with local products and souvenirs, as well as very famous
restaurants. Tourists and yacht owners from all over the world arrive
every summer to enjoy their vacations in this wonderful place.
The capital
The bay of Argostoli provides the town with one of the few natural
harbors in the entire Mediterranean. At the head of the bay is
Koutavos Lagoon, which was formed by the De Bosset Bridge, a historic
monument to the town’s past. The shallow waters of the lagoon are not
suitable for large boats but one can take the wide footpath around
the shores of the lagoon to visit the beautiful forest of Koutavos.
Most of Argostoli harbor front is lined with palm trees and laid with
an attractive design of black and white pebbles. In the mornings
it is bustling with life as much of the town’s commercial activity is
centered around the harbor, including picturesque fishing boats
displaying their catch of the day. The more energetic can continue
their walk or cycle past the marina at the edge of town and take
the wooded coastal road to Katavothres or the municipal beach
of Fanari, named after the famous nearby lighthouse. On warm
summer nights, the harbor of Argostoli is a popular place for a
romantic stroll or a rest on one the benches to gaze at the moored
yachts from all over the world and twinkling lights of mountain
villages across the still waters of the bay.
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Odd facts
Kefalonia is famous for its annual Snake Festival, held in the village
of Markopoulo, above Katelios, on the evening of 14 August and
the morning of 15 August. Legend has it that once there was a
convent at Markopoulo and the nuns, fearful of pillaging pirates,
prayed to the Virgin to be saved. She turned the nuns into small
snakes and they were spared. Every year, just before the Festival
of the Virgin Mary, holy snakes with a black cross on their head
return to the church at Markopoulo and ascend the bell tower.
The snakes show no fear while the services are held and are
harmless during the festivities. As soon as the Liturgy concludes

on the 15th of August, they become hostile and aggressive and
disappear back into the wilderness of the area. The snakes cannot
be found until the following year. The inhabitants of the villages
consider them to be holy, collecting them and setting them on
the silver icon of the Virgin of the Snakes (Panagia Fidoussa). It
has been documented by the locals that during World War II and
the year of the island’s destructive 1953 earthquake in August, the
snakes failed to appear. The locals now use this as a sign that if the
snakes do not show just before the 15th of August that something
bad is imminent.
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Local products
Olives, oil, wine, fruits, dairy products, feta
cheese and vegetables can be found in
the local markets.
Rombola is the most well-known Kefalonian
wine, which is white and dry, while Muscat
and Mavrodafni wines are also produced in
this place. Try the local pasteli, the delicious
galaktoboureko, mandola and almond
pies. You also have to taste local flavors
such as strapatsada, riganada, aliada and
bourbourelia! The names surely sound weird
but the locals will be more than happy to
explain the recipes to you.
Access
To visit Kefalonia you should drive to Kilini
or Patras both of them are connected
by boat with the ports of Kefalonia. It’s
also connected by air with Athens and
Thessaloniki and by bus from Athens.
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Ithaki
An island of tradition, history and culture.
The island that its inhabitants will love,
cherish and honor forever. The island that
was praised by Homer and Greek poet
Kavafis, who urged us to find our own
Ithaki… meaning our own purpose in life.
Words to live by. Ithaki has a rare natural
beauty that combines a wild, rocky terrain
with a peaceful, lush green landscape.
Today, the island has developed a
tourism infrastructure and many projects
are scheduled to be materialized in the
next few years, without losing its charm
and traditional character. Vathy is the
capital of the island, as well as the port,

and it has been declared as a preserved
traditional settlement since 1982. It is built
on a picturesque bay having the islet of
Lazareto in the very middle. On its south
side the dense green forest beautifies
the scenery. In the Homeric years, Vathy
was the ancient port of Forkinos, where
Faiakes placed sleeping Ulysses, when
they brought him back in the island. The
island is ideal for diving, since the seabed
is remarkably diverse and hosts a great
variety of underwater flora and fauna.
There are also numerous trails that you can
follow on foot, in order to further explore
this beautiful island.
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Access
Ιthaki is connected by boat with the port of
Kefalonia, Astakos and Lefkada.
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Beaches to remember
The island of the exceptional poets Aristotle
Valaoritis and Aggelos Sikelianos, but
also the birthplace of the famous mezzo
soprano Agnes Baltsa. A beautiful island
with lush vegetation, turquoise blue waters,
picturesque villages and incomparable
charm. Known for the awarded beaches

lefkada
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of Porto Katsiki, Kathisma and Ag.
Ioannis, the Skorpios islet that up until
recently belonged to the Greek shipping
magnate Onassis family, the island cluster
Prigkiponissa, the International Folklore
Festival, the annual art events and the
monastery of Faneromeni.
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The island of the exceptional poets Aristotle Valaoritis and Aggelos
Sikelianos, but also the birthplace of the famous mezzo soprano
Agnes Baltsa. A beautiful island with lush vegetation, turquoise blue
waters, picturesque villages and incomparable charm. Known for
the awarded beaches of Porto Katsiki, Kathisma and Ag. Ioannis,
the Skorpios islet that up until recently belonged to the Greek
shipping magnate Onassis family, the island cluster Prigkiponissa,
the International Folklore Festival, the annual art events and the
monastery of Faneromeni. A very popular and easily accessible
destination, since it can be reached by car from continental
Greece, via a floating bridge.
Architecture
The capital of the island has been built according to the medieval
architecture. Sivota and Ag. Nikitas are two traditional settlements
that are worth a visit. Because of the high seismic activity in the
area, the buildings are constructed under strict specifications. The
most distinctive example of the local architecture is the Zoulinou
Estate, which now hosts the Public Library and the Collection of Post
Byzantine Icons of Eptanisian art.
Activities
Lefkada offers you the chance to practice a lot of sports, like kite
surfing in the beach of Milon, paragliding, windsurfing, diving, sailing,
horseback riding, hiking and trekking. Many schools and certified
professionals are available to guide and train you.
Gastronomy & local products
Lefkada is well known for its local flavors and products.Visit the known
winery Lefkaditiki Gi that has an extraordinary variety of wines, or
taste Verzami, Kerapati and Laggero in any tavern. Taste Madolata
and Pasteli, two local desserts, which you can buy in bars anywhere
in the island or try the traditional salami. Liqueur, oil pies, oil cookies,
thyme honey and delicious ice creams are also available. Aside
from the gastronomical delights, Lefkada is also very well known
for its handmade weavings, especially from the town of Karya. You
can admire samples of this art in the local shops.
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Beaches
This island has some of the most
photographed beaches in the world. Porto
Katsiki –which was voted and awarded
as Greece’s Best Beach, Kathisma and
Egkremnoi are just a few of them. White
pebbles, turquoise blue waters and rocky
cliffs create an unbelievably beautiful
scenery. You will also enjoy your time at
Ammoglossa, Ag. Ioannis, Nikiana, Ag.
Nikitas, Pefkoulia, M. Gialo and Meganisi.
Skorpios: Onassis’ private island
The islet of Skoprios is very close to the
east coast of Lefkada and it’s one of
the few private islands in Greece, initially
registered in internationally famous Greek
Shipping Magnate Onassis’ property. When
Onassis bought it, he invested a lot of
money in order to create the appropriate
infrastructure on an islet that didn’t even
have water. Significant personalities from
all over the world, politicians, artists, royalty,
arrived there daily to spend some time in
this paradise. Greek soprano Maria Callas
–being Onassis’ companion for a few yearsgave numerous performances on the island.
Access
You can visit Lefkada by car by using the
floating bridge connecting the island with
Akarnia (Greece mainland).
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Paxi
A small evergreen paradise, picturesque
and noble, Paxi and Antipaxos are two
lovely small islands in the northern Ionian
Sea. Cosmopolitan, yet quiet, they are
ideal for walking, hiking, trekking, swimming
in the secluded beaches, romantic strolls
in the picturesque little villages and for
bar hopping, after the sunset. Both islands
attract many boat and yacht owners
each year.
Access
To visit Paxi you should drive to Igoumenitsa
(in Epirus) which is connected by boat with
the port of Paxi. Paxi is also reachable from
Corfu by ferry.
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corfu
The Ionian Sea lady!
The Ionian islands or Eptanissa (seven islands)
compose a magnificent group of islands
that are characterized by their Venetian
influence. Dive in Ionian’s turquoise waters,
explore its caves and swim by the carettacaretta sea turtle.
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The island is bound with the history of Greece from the beginning
of Greek mythology. It is the island that god Poseidon brought
the nymph Korkyra after abducting her in order to marry her.
The island had been under Venetian rule for centuries and
their architectural influence is apparent in the old city. The
contemporary capital of the island is a modern city with a
variety of amenities, a big market, cafés, restaurants, bars, but
also cozy little taverns.
Nature generously gave Corfu an incomparable charm and
beauty. Greenery all the way to the water, beaches with rare soil,
picturesque trails ideal for hiking and trekking and an amazing sea
bed waiting to be discovered by those who love to diving.

Venetian palaces, fortresses, royal gardens,
Knight Gateways, exceptional architecture
and a powerful tradition project the beauty
and significance of Corfu. It’s the island that
was claimed for years by Turks and Italians.
Their civilizations left their marks in the capital
and all the island’s villages.
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Monuments
The island’s history is laden with battles and
conquests. The legacy of these struggles
is visible in the form of castles punctuating
strategic locations across the island. Two
of these castles enclose its capital, which
is the only city in Greece to be surrounded
in such a way. As a result, Corfu’s capital
has been officially declared a Kastropolis
(«castle city») by the Greek government.
In 2007, the old city was designated for the
UNESCO World Heritage Site List, following a
recommendation by ICOMOS. One of the
most important landmarks in the old city is
Liston. A complex built during the French
Historical Period, combining the French and
Venetian architecture. The Old Fortress, the
Spianada Square, the New Fortress, the
Boschetto Park and the City Hall Square are
only some of the historical sites of the city.
The church of St. Spyridon is located in the
old city and it hosts the Holy Relics of St.
Spyridon, who is the island’s Patron Saint.
Numerous museums are scattered around
the town and they are all worth a visit if you
are interested to know the island’s history
and culture.
You will be bedazzled the moment you
enter the palace of Empress Elisabeth
of Austria (Princess Sissi), also known as
Achillion Palace, which is surrounded by
lush gardens, statues, busts of philosophers
and of course the famous statue of Achilles,
the trademark of this palace and proof of
admiration by Princess Sissi.
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Pontikonisi (Mouse Island)
Pontikonisi is a lushly vegetated islet, located at
the entrance of the Halikiopoulos Lagoon, just
across the island’s airport. The islet got its name
from its shape. From the location Kanoni visitors
can enjoy the islet’s panoramic view since visits
to the islet are not allowed, as it’s considered a
natural monument.
Casino
The very well-known Corfu Holiday Palace,
that hosts the island’s Casino is in Kanoni,
about 4 km from downtown and about 2,5
km from the airport.
Water park
Visit Aqualand, which is a very popular
water park in the location of Ag. Ioannis.
The area includes the AQUALAND Village,
with rooms to let, restaurants, snack bars,
cafés, bars and all sorts of shops. The park
has waterslides for people of all ages and a
pool with artificial waves.
Cuisine
The local gastronomy is based on
Mediterranean flavors while on the same
time is influenced by the Italian, Balkan
and British cuisine as well as by ancient
traditional flavors. The locals use a lot of red
pepper, garlic, onions and parsley. Taste fish
bourdeto or bianco, pastitsada, stakofissi,
cod with onions, cuttlefish with maccaroncini
or any other local pasta, cabbage tsigaridi,
plemona, bagel and sofrito. You can
accompany all that with the exceptional
local wines and especially with Kakotrigi.
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Kantada
This type of singing goes way back in time and it’s a tradition of
Corfu and Kefalonia. Kantada is a beautiful, romantic glee sung
by young men at night underneath the windows of their girlfriends
or prospective girlfriends. The lyrics are about love, flowers, natural
beauty, the sea and whatever best expresses the beauty of life.
Easter in Corfu
Easter in Corfu is a unique experience, as it is probably the most
famous season for visiting the island. Follow the Procession of the
Epitaph, accompanied by the famous municipal philharmonic
bands and choirs, experience the local tradition during the morning

of Holy Saturday, when locals, up on their balconies throw clay
pitchers celebrating the First Resurrection and finally watch the
fireworks light the night sky during the glorious ceremony on the
same night, celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Access
Corfu is accessed by boat from the ports of Igoumenitsa and Patras.
Igoumenitsa is about 450km from Athens. You can also reach the
island by air, from Athens and Thessaloniki. During the summer
months there are a lot of charter flights connecting Corfu to other
foreign countries.
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Igoumenitsa is one the biggest ports of continental Greece, with
heavy commercial and touristic traffic not only within Greece
(from and to Corfu, Paxi etc.) but also from and to Italy. There
are daily itineraries from Igoumenitsa to Ancona, Brindisi, Bari and
Venice.
Access
Igoumenitsa can be accessible by bus from Athens or Thessaloniki.

igoumenitsa
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Zagorohoria
Forty six amazingly beautiful, historic
villages, where stone and wood dominate,
with imposing churches, mansions, stone
fountains, museums, monasteries, luxurious
guesthouses
and
locally
produced
delicacies. These villages are the pride of
Epirus!
Vikos gorge
It is listed as the deepest gorge in the world
by the Guinness Book of Records. Vikos
gorge, the heart of the Vikos - Aoos National
Park in the area known as Zagori, collects
the waters of a number of small rivers and
leads them into the Voidomatis River. Its
length is about 12 km and it runs from east
to the west. In the lower side of the gorge
there are forests of oaks, maples, lindens,
cornels and other trees, while on its upper
side there are firs and mountain juniper.
Vikos Gorge is a site of major scientific
interest, as it still hasn’t sustained any major
human intervention, thus remaining a haven
for endangered species and a variety of
ecosystems. With walls of up to 1km in high,
the gorge is spectacular.
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Bridges
The stone bridges of Zagorohoria are considered architectural
masterpieces. In the past, they were vitally important as they were
interconnecting the villages of the region. Today, there are dozens
of single, double or triple arched bridges. The most well-known are
the ones of Kokoros, Misios and Kalogeriko.

This region is also an extremely important natural habitat, with a vast
variety of flora and fauna. There are hundreds of mammals and
other animals nesting there. This is why the region has been included
in the Natura 2000 Networking Program, a Europe-wide network of
sites, tasked with the preservation of the natural heritage.

The Nature

Access

The location where Zagorohoria are built is of incomparable natural
beauty. It stretches all the way from the west –where the slopes
of Mount Timfi and the famous Vikos Gorge are to the east where
there is a series of wavy hills, covered with deciduous forests.

Zagori can be accessible by bus from Ioannina city.
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The city of Ioannina is built on the shores of
Pamvotis Lake and it’s the capital of the
prefecture of Epirus. It’s a beautiful picturesque
town, which combines history and tradition
with the contemporary way of life. Thanks to
its long historical, cultural, social and financial
past it is a popular tourist destination.

ioannina

The Ottoman Empire has left its mark in the city of
Ioannina that has a lot of eastern architectural
style buildings, as well as mosques. The Castle,
which was the heart of the Despotate of Epirus,
is located in the center of the town. The mazelike layout of the castle’s streets (many of which
lead to dead ends) was allegedly designed
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to confuse pirates of old who breached the
castle walls. The south-eastern citadel bears
the name Its Kale («inner fortress» in Turkish)
and this is where the Fethiye Mosque (Victory
Mosque) is located, built in 1430 on the ruins of
a Byzantine church. Its final form was given by
Ali Pasha in 1795. The city’s Byzantine Museum
is housed in a building rebuilt on the ruins of
the seraglio of Ali Pasha in Its Kale, which was
completely destroyed by fire in 1870. The northwestern citadel of the fortress is dominated by
the Aslan Pasha Mosque. Built in 1618, it now
houses the Municipal Ethnographic Museum
and its three departments, Greek, Ottoman
Muslim and Jewish.

epirus
Silverware
For quite many years, Ioannina has been famous for its silversmiths.
Their special art involves the handmade process of silver into
uniquely designed objects. The silverware of Ioannina is among the
best and includes Byzantine and ancient jewelry, carved utensils,
religious objects and a special kind of wire-made jewels and utensils.
Pamvotis Lake and the Islet
The beautiful Pamvotis Lake, the largest lake in Epirus, constitutes
a very important ecosystem, since it includes an enormous variety
of species from the fish fauna and the poultry fauna, as well as a
lot of amphibians. It is an important source of life for the city and
its piscatorial exploitation has contributed to a large extent in the
economic growth of the broader region. The lake is connected to
the story of lady Efrosini, whom Ali Pasha condemned to death by
drowning along with other 16 women, allegedly for being women
of loose morals. Legend has it that most of them were innocent
and unjustifiably executed, while lady Efrosini was the bravest of
them. The lake is also connected to the story of Durahan Pasha, the
beylerbey of Rumeli, according to which in 1434 he crossed into
Epirus from Thessaly in order to put down a local uprising. Riding with
his soldiers late at night, he was mortified the next morning to find
that in the darkness, he had ridden across the whole expanse of the
Lake, which had frozen over and was covered in snow. In his immense
relief at escaping a certain death, he ordered the monastery of
Panayia Durahan to be built, which still stands proudly. In the middle
of the lake there is an islet, a very picturesque settlement constituted
by approximately a hundred families. Making the tour of the island,
you will see simple traditional houses with beautiful gardens, narrow
paved alleys, various shops with exhibits of Ioannina’s traditional
folkloric art, as well as seven monasteries. The two most important
of these are the Monastery of Ag. Nikolaos Dilios, with the amazing
hagiography and the monastery of Ag. Panteleimon that today
hosts the Museum of Ali Pasha, the place where the legendary Ali
Pasha was killed.
Access
You can travel from Athens to Ioannina from Athens and Thessaloniki
by bus and by air to Athens.
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The incomparable natural beauty, as well as the truly amazing
coast makes Parga a great holiday destination. The evergreen
forests, the picturesque houses, the imposing Venetian castle and
the excellent tourism infrastructure, are just few of the things that
visitors highly appreciate.
Access

parga

Parga is accessible by bus from Athens or Thessaloniki.
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preveza
The prefecture of Preveza combines
everything that will satisfy even the most
demanding summer visitor: the charming
fishing villages of the Amvrakikos Bay, fresh
fish, beautiful beaches on the Ionian Sea,
the magical town of Parga, important
historical monuments and lovely churches
and monasteries.
The city of Preveza was hotly contested in
several Ottoman-Venetian Wars, thus the
architectural influence of these two cultures
is evident in the city’s buildings.
Today it is a commercial harbor and tourist
hub, with a marina and four museums, many
clubs, taverns and cafés, benefiting from
its proximity to the nearby Aktion National
Airport and the nearby island of Lefkada, a
major tourist destination.
Access
Preveza is accessible by bus from Athens or
Thessaloniki.
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karpenisi
Karpenisi is a very popular winter holidays destination, simply because
it offers everything! Ski resort, traditional guesthouses, luxurious hotels,
restaurants with local specialties, lots of rivers and of course the
dominating Agrafa Mountains with gorges and cliffs.
Karpenisi is a quiet town with excellent climate. From there you
can discover all the nearby villages. For those of you who want
to discover nature, you can engage in various activities, such as
rafting, trekking, hiking, mountain bike and so much more.
For the visitors who also want to enjoy the night life, Karpenisi has lots
of cafés and bars, which are open until the small hours, while most of
the hotels have recreational areas, ideal for quiet nights with friends.
Karpenisi ski center
In the Velouhi plateau, at an altitude of 1.840 m, in the location
Diavolotopos (Devil’s place), the visitors can find the Ski Center of
Karpenisi, which is about 12km from the town center.
On site, guests will find 10 different slopes for various experience
levels, at an altitude between 1.800 and 2.040m, 7 lifts (3 surface
and 4 aerial), ski shops, ski rental facilities, as well as ski training
schools. There is also a chalet that can host up to 100 people, a
restaurant, a café and a bar. From the lifts, visitors can enjoy the
view of the city and the mountains.
Access
Karpenisi is connected to Athens by bus.
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An impressively beautiful region with a distinctive geology. Forests of
firs, sycamores, oaks and chestnut trees coexist in an unbelievable
natural environment, while fauna is equally amazing. There are
lovely locations where you can hike and camp! The area’s subsoil
is extremely rich, with numerous different kinds of rocks, as well as
hot springs.

mountainous
nafpaktia

Unique experiences, amazing natural beauty and unforgettable
moments, close to nature!
Access
Mountainous Nafpactia is connected to Athens by bus.
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delphi
Delphi is both an archaeological site and a modern town in
Greece on the south-western foothills of Mount Parnassus in the
valley of Phocis. In myths dating back to the classical period of
Ancient Greece (510-323 BC), the site of Delphi was believed to
be determined by Zeus when he sought to find the center of his
«Grandmother Earth» (Gaia). He sent two eagles flying from the
eastern and western extremities, and the path of the eagles crossed
over Delphi where the omphalos, or navel of Gaia was found. After
god Apollo slew Python, «the dragon» who lived there and guarded
the area, the god took over the local shrine. There, the Oracle of
Delphi, Pythia, was hosted, the most prestigious and authoritative
oracle among the Greeks and had highly credited prophesies
inspired by Apollo.
The new town of Delphi was transferred about 1km away, after
the excavations that took place in 1892. Today, Delphi is a very
popular destination, with substantial tourism infrastructure while the
European Cultural Center of Delphi aims to the revival of Delphi as
the European and International Intellectual Hub.
Access
Delphi is connected to Athens by bus.
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arachova

Arachova in winter is like Mykonos in summer!
It is a very cosmopolitan destination,
mainly due to the ski center. The village
starts getting crowded at the beginning
of November and until the end of May,
especially during the weekends. Due to the
upscale crowd, Arachova has an excellent
tourism infrastructure, with numerous
luxurious hotels, traditional guesthouses and
many stores. There are also many stores that
sell ski and snowboard equipment, as well
as many training schools.
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The central road of the village has
numerous bars, restaurants, cafés and
stores with folk art. Fine dairy products
and gourmet delicacies can also be
found in selected stores. In the cold
winter days, there is nothing better than
to enjoy a cup of coffee by the hotel’s
fireplace, stroll around the picturesque
little streets, have lunch in one of the
excellent taverns and then, after sunset,
hit the bars and the clubs and have fun
until the small hours!

epirus
Local products
A very unique kind of cheese is produced
in Arachova, called Formaella. Cylindrical,
with excellent taste, especially when fried,
Formaella is produced exclusively in this
village and its official EU registered name
is “Formaella Arachovas Parnassou”.
However, Arachova is proud to offer other
excellent dairy products too, such as
Parnassus feta cheese, opsimotyri, yogurt,
mizithra cheese, as well as hilopites (pasta)
and trahanas. Parnassus’ lambs, except
from milk, have a very tender meat, which is
excellent when grilled or stewed. The local
cuisine is well known and the most popular
dishes are: kontosouvli, kokoretsi, sarmades
(with vine leafs), pies and more. Don’t forget
to taste the traditional sweets “mygdalato”
and “karydato”, with almonds and walnuts,
respectively.
Mount Parnassus

Parnassus ski centers

Just a breath away from Athens and with a
very easy access, Mount Parnassus awaits
the visitors. This is a hot winter destination for
the Athenians thanks to its famous ski center
and its proximity to Arachova.

The Parnassus’ ski centers, in an altitude that
varies between 1.800 and 2.200 m, are the
greatest of the country and attract every
year thousands of visitors. In Parnassus there
are two main ski centers, one in the location
Kellaria and one in Fterolakas. Kellaria is
better accessed from Arachova (15 km
distance), while Fterolakas can be accessed
from both Arachova (longer distance) and
Amfikleia (15 km distance).

Experience the magic of mountain ski and
discover unknown places. Enjoy an off-trail
slide, walk on the snowed peaks and feel the
fresh snow under your skates. Pass through
the forest and listen to the mountain sounds.
Approach the nature’s wonder!

Access
Arachova is connected to Athens by bus.
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chalkida
Tide
Chalkida is only 80 km from Athens and it’s
a popular destination for the Athenians,
even just for an afternoon coffee or lunch
during the weekends. With cosmopolitan
ambience, this city radiates due to its
beauty and historical significance.
The amazing neoclassical buildings, such as
the Red House and the House of Statues, are
samples of its rich past. The castle is actually
the city’s old fortification and from there you
can enjoy the view of Chalkida and of the
wider area.

The tide phenomenon on Euripus Strait has
always been a subject of study, but also
of admiration. It’s the swap of the water
flow every 6 hours. That means that for 6
hours the water runs towards South, calms
down for about 8 minutes and then runs to
the opposite direction, towards North. The
average speed of the flow is 6 miles per
hour, but sometimes it has even reached 9
miles per hour. Twice a month, during the
first and the last quarter of the moon, there
is a variation of the phenomenon. The water
changes direction in less than 6 hours or the
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water maintains the same direction for more
than 6 hours. It has also been observed that
during both occurrences, the flow returns
to its original variation at midnight and
runs from North towards South. All these
irregularities depend on the position of the
Moon. If you happen to be there, you should
definitely see it.
Access
Chalkida is connected to Athens by bus.

euboea

edipsos
Edipsos is the second most important city
of Euboea, after Chalkida. Visitors have
the chance to see numerous buildings
constructed in the 19th century, with
facades in yellow and ochre shades due to
the enriched metallic waters. This city has a
lot of underground streams with therapeutic
properties and metallic water that pours into
the sea or in the several spas of the area.
The hot springs are located in the north
part of the city and they supply most of
the local private and public spas. Today,
there are more than 80 hot springs and the
temperature of the water varies between 28
and 86 degrees Celsius.
Access:
Edipsos is connected to Athens by bus
and train.
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skyros
Half of its area is covered with pines and
the other half is rocky. This charming island
is located in the middle of the Aegean Sea
and its capital is literally hanging from the
cliffs, enjoying the wonderful view of the
deep blue water. Visitors will immensely
enjoy the famous Castle that dominates
the scenery. Skyros is well-known for its rich
cultural, historic and folkloric heritage, read
in Homer’s epic poems.
Visitors will also enjoy the unique pony breed
(just about 1 meter tall), wandering around
the island in herds. However, attention needs
to be paid in case you want to approach
and pet them.
Do not forget to taste the local fresh fish,
usually grilled and served in the local
restaurants.
Access
Skyros is accessible by conventional boat
from the port of Kymi in Euboea.

278

sporades

alonnisos
Lushly green and peaceful, Alonnisos is an
ideal destination of unparalleled natural
beauty for family vacations. Lovely hiking
paths, gorgeous pinewoods, wild flora,
herbs, rare birds, small wetlands, dazzling
white houses and picturesque museums of
Folk Art bring the visitor one step closer to the
island’s culture, while the exceptional local
hospitality, not to mention the cuisine, form
the ideal background for your holidays.
Visitors will enjoy unique and rare interest
spots, such as the National Marine Park and
the Information Center for the Mediterranean
Monk Seal “Monachus-Monachus” which
treats and protects these beautiful animals
that nest and breed on the island. All the islets
surrounding the Marine Park belong to the
protected zone, which is prohibited to visit.
Access
Alonnisos is accessible by boat from
the ports of Ag. Konstantinos, Volos and
Thessaloniki.
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skopelos
Explore Kastani, the amazing long sandy
beach, and the picturesque little chapel
of St. John. This is where the dazzling white
meets the ultimate blue and where the
sunset captures the soul.
Visit Chora, the capital, an outstanding
example of the local architecture, with
colorful bougainvilleas, tiled roofs and
warm people who manage to make you
feel right at home. Remember to taste
the local cheese pies, handmade with a
secret recipe!
Access
Skopelos is accessible by conventional
and high speed boats from the ports of
Ag. Konstantinos, Volos and Thessaloniki.
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skiathos

Green plains and meadows,
deep blue sea, monk seals,
dolphins, picturesque little
fishing villages compose the
Cosmopolitan green paradise
perfect canvas and make this
Skiathos is the paradise of Sporades islands!
cluster of islands an extremely It’s an evergreen destination, with distinctive
architecture and cosmopolitan flair. The
popular holiday destination. island has 70 amazing, sandy beaches that
offer memorable vacations to those who
decide to visit it.
Beaches
Some of the beaches are ideal for those who
prefer to do water sports, but there are also
beaches for those who seek the ultimate
peace under the Greek sky. One you should
definitely visit is the famous Koukounaries.
The natural beauty is just unbelievable, since
the pines stretch all the way to the water,
giving it a fabulous emerald color.

281

Local Products
Taste and buy the well-known tsipouro and
the liqueur, produced in the Monastery of
the Annunciation of Virgin Mary.
Access
Skiathos is accessible by boat from the ports of
Ag. Konstantinos, Volos, Skopelos, Alonnisos
and Thessaloniki and it’s also connected to
some of the islands of Cyclades.
It’s also connected by air to Athens and
Thessaloniki, with daily flights, especially
during the summer months. Additionally,
there are a lot of charter flights that connect
the island with many European countries.

Thessaly

thessaly

volos
The capital of Magnesia
Can you imagine a place where you can sip your drink in a small
tavern near the water, enjoying the view of the port and then,
should you decide it, be within half an hour at an impressive ski
resort? In Volos you can, since the incredible coastline is only few
kilometers away from the ski center of Hania.
Modern Volos is built on the area of the ancient city Iolcus, the homeland
of Jason, who boarded the ship Argo accompanied by the Argonauts
and sailed in quest of the Golden Fleece to Colchis. To the west of Volos
lie the Neolithic settlements of Dimini, with a ruined acropolis, walls,
and two beehive tombs dating to between 4000-1200 BC, Sesklo, with
the remains of the oldest acropolis in Greece (6000 BC), and also the
foundations of a palace and mansions, among the most characteristic
examples of Neolithic civilization. Mycenaean settlements have also
been discovered in Volos unearthing, at the Kastron of Palaia Hill, tablets
bearing Mycenaean Greek inscriptions, written in Linear B.
The city is bustling, hospitable and warm, combining a fabulous
view of sea and mountains, tradition with modern amenities, history
and culture. Visit the local famous taverns that serve tsipouro (a
strong white drink that resembles ouzo), try the fresh fish and the
delicious appetizers.
Access
Volos is connected to Athens by bus and train, as well as to the
region of Mount Pelion by bus.
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The land of the Centaurs

pelion

Pelion is an amazing natural museum, just a breath away from Volos.
The rich vegetation, the ponds and streams, the stone mansions
and the long beaches, compose a uniquely beautiful and colorful
image. It’s an extremely popular destination both for winter and
summer holidays.
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Architecture
The architectural style followed in Pelion is distinctive and well known
among the Greek traditional styles. Since this is a mountainous
region, all villages are built on the slopes. The most common style
of buildings in the area is the three-floor one. The first two floors are
made of stone and timber and the third one is a lighter construction
that protrudes from the other two. This type of protruding roof
with the narrow balconies characterizes the traditional regional
architecture. It must also be mentioned that almost every room has
its own fireplace.
Local Traditional Products
Pelion is well known for its traditional products. The most famous of
them is none other than the stone, produced by the mountain of
the village, mainly used around the area as a building material.
If you’re looking for a particular local flavor, taste the traditional
“spetzofai”, a local spicy specialty!
Beaches
Pelion boasts dozens of kilometers of a fine coastline, with a series
of beaches with crystal clear waters, attracting thousands of visitors
every year!
The water is invigorating, the trees stretch all the way to the water
and the dazzling white pebbles give the scenery a picture-perfect
look. Feel free to explore each and every beach of the area: Ag.
Ioannis, Papa Nera, Plaka, Damouhari, Fagistra, Mylopotamos,
Abovos, Kala Nera, Melani, Tsatseni, Dryos, Ag. Vasso or Ag. Vatos,
Labinou, Paltsi, Potoki, Mikro, Horeuto, Ag. Sarantia, Λιμνιώνας,
Kastri, Amaliapoli, N. Agxialos, Agria, Kato Gatzea, Milina, Horto and
so on.
Access
Pelion can be accessible by bus from Volos city.
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Lake Plastiras
The treasure of Karditsa
The actual creation of the lake was inspired
by the General and Prime Minister Nikolaos
Plastiras, who was born in the nearby village of
Morfovouni. Today, forests and small meadows
are surrounding the lake, which is elevated 800
m above sea level and stretches in an area
of more than 6.000 acres. The scenery has
completely changed since its first creation and
now it looks like a painting. The peaks of Agrafa
Mountains are the background of this beautiful
landscape. When the sky above the peaks is
clear, one can observe and admire a stunning
natural masterpiece.
All the villages around the lake have an
excellent tourism infrastructure with numerous
traditional guesthouses, hotels, restaurants
and taverns overlooking the fabulous view
of the lake. Some of the most known are

Neochori, Ag. Nikolas, Kalyvia and Mouha,
where visitors will find accommodation close
to the lake.
Mountain Climbing and Skiing in Agrafa
Mountain climbing in Agrafa offers many
routes, in landscapes of unique beauty. The two
mountain shelters of Agrafa can act as starting
points: The Karamanolis shelter, situated in the
ski center of the same name, at an altitude of
1.536m. The second shelter of Agrafa is situated
in the Elatakos area at an altitude of 1.455m.
Pezoula is a lakeside settlement on the shores
of Lake Plastiras, within the Nevropoli Agrafon
municipality, 900 m above sea level. There are
approximately 850 acres of forest within the
village area consisting of stands of fir, chestnuts
and oak. A well-maintained dirt road leads
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from the Ski Center to the Climber’s Shelter.
The cave of Drakotripa (Dragon Hole) is about
1km west of the village towards the peak of
Karamanolis. The view of Lake Plastiras from the
peak of Karamanolis at an altitude of 1.500m is
magnificent. Another exceptional viewpoint is
that of Monaho Klari above Neraida.
At the east side of South Pindos sierra, close
to Voutsikaki top (2.152m) and at an altitude
of 1.530m, is located the Ski Center of Agrafa
(Karamanolis Ski Center), in an area suitable for
skiing in forest routs and also good for children.
Access
Karditsa is connected to Athens by bus and
train.

thessaly

Elati is a place of rare beauty and the warm hospitality of the locals
turned it into one of the most developed holiday resorts of the region.
In Elati, visitors can admire the Cave Arkoudotrypa (the hole of the
bear), as well as the stalactites in the boundaries of Pialeia.

elati

The local cuisine is really tasty. Grilled deer, kokoretsi & splinantero
(traditional food that consists of lamb’s intestines), and so much
more are served in the local taverns and restaurants. Do not
forget to buy dried flowers, tea, oregano, herbs, trahana and
handmade pasta.
Access
Elati is accessible by bus from Trikala city.
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Pertouli
Driving from Pyli towards north and crossing a mountainous landscape
of unparalleled beauty, visitors will find themselves in the plains of
Pertouli, surrounded by one of the biggest fir forests in Greece, at an
altitude of 1.200m.
The well-known Pertouliotika Livadia (Plains of Pertouli) form a
unique scenery that looks like it came out of a fairytale!
Pertouli, located at an altitude of 1.150m, has about 75 inhabitants
during the winter, and about 400 during the summer. Their main
occupation is stockraising.
This holiday resort attracts attention mainly due to its stunning natural
beauty. In Pertouli visitors can engage in numerous sports activities.
The most popular ones are hiking and trekking, towards the Koziaka
mountain peak (at 1.901 m) or the Mpountoura mountain peak (at
2.067 m), where the homonymous spring is. Visitors can also try archery,
horseback riding and mountain bike through the numerous beautiful
trails for an unforgettable experience – especially during spring, or
they could visit the area’s ski center.
Pertouli Ski Center
The Pertouli Ski Center is stretched in between the mountains of
Koziaka and Loupata, south of Pindos mountain chain, in the
location Pertouliotika Livadia of the prefecture of Trikala, at an
altitude of 1.200 m.
Access
Pertouli is accessible by bus from Trikala city.
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kalabaka
Kalabaka is a truly beautiful town of historical
importance and with notable monuments.
The Church of the Dormition of Virgin Mary is
located in the town center, under the rock
of Aïas. Kalabaka enjoys a very privileged
location, as it’s built underneath the stunning
natural phenomenon of Meteora.
Access
Kalabaka is accessible by bus from Trikala city.
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meteora
Meteora is one of the most significant world monuments, protected by
UNESCO, hosting the most important Monastic Community in Thessaly
and second largest in Greece, after Mount Athos in Chalkidiki.
In the 11th century, the first hermit monks reached the -up until theninaccessible peaks of the dominating rocks and soon formed the
monastic community of “Skiti of Doupiani”. During the 14th century,
Saint Athanasios Meteoritis created the first organized ascetic
commune in the Great Meteoro. Twenty four monasteries, numerous
cells and pray rooms were carved in the rocks or created inside the
caves for more than 600 years. Today, the following monasteries
are intact and functioning: Great Meteoro, Varlaam, Holy Trinity, St.
Stephan, Rousanou and St. Nicholas Anapafsas.
Hundreds of visitors arrive daily in Meteora, from all over the world, to
meditate and pray. They get to know the life of the monks, admire
the unique landscape, the peculiar yet impressive architecture and
hagiography, as well as study the priceless cultural and religious
treasures. The rocks are composed of a mixture of sandstone and
conglomerate. They were formed about 60 million years ago, during
the Paleogene Period, when a series of earth movements pushed
the seabed upwards, creating a high plateau and causing many
fault lines to appear in the thick layer of sandstone. Continuous
weathering by water, wind and extremes of temperature turned
them into huge rock pillars, marked by horizontal lines, which
geologists believe were made by the waters of a prehistoric sea.
Access
Meteora is accessible by bus from Trikala city.
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kastoria
A city with a gorgeous lake, an impressive ski center, rich Byzantine
and Post Byzantine heritage, museums, narrow little streets and
imposing mansions of exceptional architecture. This is Kastoria!
The city’s social life, culture and economy are heavily based on
the manufacture of furs, an art that has been practiced since the
Byzantine era. Today, Kastoria welcomes daily a lot of visitors who
go there in order to buy fur coats and clothes.
Kastoria is the paradise of alternative types of tourism, like
agrotourism, healing and medical tourism, hiking, 4x4, hunting and
so much more. Do not miss to visit the Petrified Forest, which is 20 km
distance from the city of Kastoria and the Vitsi ski center.
Kaimaktsalan Ski Center
The ski center of Kaimaktsalan has 14 slopes (red, blue and green)
and 6 lifts (1 two-seater, 3 surface ones and 2 baby ones). The ski
center is built at an altitude that varies between 2.018 and 2.050 m.
It has training schools, ski equipment, rental stores and an entirely
renovated chalet with huge front-mirrored window panels.
At an altitude of 2.069 m there is a snow bar with a fabulous view of
the slopes of Sarantovrysi and at 2.524m, on the mountain’s peak,
visitors may see the chapel of Prophet Ilias, traditional built atop of
the hill as all chapels dedicated to Prophet Ilias are. You can access
this picturesque chapel with a special vehicle, named Snowcat,
which departs from the ski center and tours the visitors.
Access
Kastoria is connected to Athens by air, through the Aristotelis
National Airport at Argos Orestikon, or by bus on daily basis.
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naousa
Naousa is the second biggest city in the prefecture of Imathia. In the
past, its economy was largely based upon weaving and spinning.
Since then, the city quickly evolved into a powerful industrial hub.
Today, it is a contemporary town with a beautiful municipal park.
Naousa, which has an excellent local cuisine, offers its visitors the
chance for a plethora of activities.

veria
Veria is built on the foot of mountain Vermio. There are numerous
Byzantine and Post Byzantine churches, impressive neoclassical
buildings, ottoman monuments, the famous Jewish neighborhood
of Barbouta, as well as many other traditional quarters. Historic
architecture blends seamlessly with the contemporary, in this
beautiful Macedonian city.
Access
You can get to Veria and Naousa from Athens by bus or train.
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pieria
Mount Olympus
The sacred mountain where the Olympians (gods of Greek
mythology) were living. Thousands of acres of forests, unique wild
flowers, streams and rivers, gorges and ponds, old historic villages,
monasteries and chapels. This is Mount Olympus. Today, nature
lovers, ecologists, hikers and eco travelers climb all the way to the
top, so they can admire the breathtaking view.
Old Panteleimon
This is an extremely picturesque village, with narrow-paved streets, a
nice central square, a big church, many guesthouses and lots of little
taverns. Agios Panteleimon, located just one hour off Thessaloniki,
is the ideal getaway for those who want to escape the city bustle
and relax amongst an incredibly beautiful landscape. During the
day visitors can go swimming in the beach of Makrigialos or of New
Panteleimon. But when the sun goes down they will want to come
back, wander in the beautiful, little streets and alleys and seek for
that specific spot with the best view to enjoy their coffee or dinner.
Access
Pieria is accessible by bus from Athens or Thessaloniki.
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elatohori
Elatohori has become one of the most
popular mountainous resorts in Pieria. It’s a
location of amazing natural beauty, variety
of flora, lush vegetation and beautiful trails.
Elatohori is on an altitude of 800 m and has
actually moved from its original location (the
old name of which was Skouterna), which
was near its current location. Both villages
have a substantial tourism infrastructure,
with picturesque guesthouses of traditional
architecture.
Access
Elatohori is accessible by bus from Athens or
Thessaloniki.

297

north greece

mountainous pella
and kerkini
Agios Athanasios

Pella & its running waters!

Built at an altitude of 1.240 m, at the foot
of Voras Mountains, above Lake Vegoritida,
Agios Athanasios is a preserved traditional
settlement,
of
typical
Macedonian
architecture. During the last years it has
become a very popular winter destination,
mainly because of its ski center. Today
there are numerous traditional guesthouses,
taverns, cafés and bars. Traditional local
specialties include lamb, soups and
handmade pasta as well as a big variety of
bottled wines.

Pella was the capital and largest city of the
ancient kingdom of Macedon, where the
seat of King Phillip II and his son Alexander
the Great was. Today, there is the
archaelogical site and the Archaelogical
Museum while the modern city is built close
to the ancient one. The beauty of the
area’s nature is magnificent, with impressive
falls, rivers and hot springs that will make this
destination your ideal getaway!
Kerkini Lake
Rich vegetation, hundreds of flora species,
300 types of birds, 58 species of mammals,
30 species of fish, 12 species of amphibians
and 22 species of reptiles, have been
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recorded in Lake Kerkini, a place that hosts,
feeds and protects thousands of animals
and plants.
Kerkini is located in the northwest side of
the prefecture of Serres, near the HellenicBulgarian borders and was shaped from the
waters of Strimonas River. Kerkini is one of the
11 Greek wetlands included in the Ramsar
International Convention and is protected
by the Greek and the European Legislation.
Access
Mountainous Pella and Kerkini Lake
are accessible by bus from Athens or
Thessaloniki.

north greece

kavala

Kavala is a beautiful city. Amphitheatrically
built, it enjoys a fabulous view of the bay.
It combines the mountainous natural
terrain with the amazing beaches. On
the southwest of the prefecture, on the
evergreen Mount Pangaion, there are two
shelters. One is in Vlahika Kalivia and the
other one in the valley of Orpeus. It’s truly
amazing how a mountain that tall (1.956
m) can simultaneously be so close to the
coastline. This exact contradiction is what
makes Kavala so charming and captivating.
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Kavala is also very important commercially,
since its port is one of the most important in
Northen Greece. Moreover, the port serves the
transportation needs of two small islands, Thassos
and Samothraki, with daily boat itineraries.
Access
Kavala is connected by air to Athens. It is
connected by bus to Athens, Thessaloniki,
Drama, Serres, Xanthi, Komotini and
Alexandroupoli.

north greece

xanthi
One of the most fascinating cities in Northern Greece. Where east
meets west. When you stroll in the Old Town you will feel that time has
stopped. The narrow paved streets, the well preserved backyards,
the lanterns in the alleys. This city is bustling. Colorful people, aromas,
tastes and cultures. Xanthi is waiting for you to explore it…
Architecture
The Old Town’s architectural style is Western Macedonian, which
means: elevated ground floors with limited access to the street,
large and comfortable space in the upper floors, where there is
plenty of light! The roofs are wooden and have Byzantine tiles.
The Carnival Season
Xanthi’s carnival is very well known in Greece and it’s organized by
the municipality. The inspiration for the costumes and the creation
of the floats usually comes from current events. During the carnival
a lot of cultural events are taking place such theater plays and
musical shows, always based on the local tradition. The events
climax during a two day event, when hundreds of people parade
with colorful costumes.
Access
Xanthi, is accessible by bus from Athens or Thessaloniki.
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north greece

komotini
The city of Komotini is located in the middle
of a plain, which starts from the foot of
Rhodope Mountains and ends up in the sea.

The city with the 280 mosques
The Ottomans played an important role in
the city’s development and life. However,
Komotini projects the coexistence of these
two types of living in the most charming
way. Today, a large number of Muslims live
in the city.
Access
Komotini can be accessible by bus from
Athens or Thessaloniki.
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alexandroupoli
Alexandroupoli is one of the greatest cities
in Eastern Macedonia and Thrace. The city
is widely developed and has become a
major tourism destination of the prefecture
of Evros, especially for agrotourism and
spa tourism thanks to its mountains and hot
springs. Alexandroupoli has many luxurious
hotels, taverns, bars and a very big market.
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All the beaches are well organized, giving
visitors the chance for water sports as well.
Access
Alexandroupolis can be accessible by
bus from Athens & Thessaloniki or by air
from Athens.

contact us
Head Office

105 - 107 Vas. Sofias Ave.,
115 21 Athens, Greece
Call center: +30 211 211 8888
+30 210 642 6147

Glyfada

9 Kondyli Str.,
166 75 Glyfada
Athens, Greece
+ 30 211 411 3200
+ 30 211 411 3049

Mykonos

25 Matogianni Str.,
846 00 Mykonos, Greece
+ 30 22890 27111
+ 30 22890 25551

Istanbul

Emniyetevler Mh.,Yeniçeri Sk. No:2,
34110 Istanbul, Turkey
+ 90 212 5199565
+ 90 212 5121553

mideast@mideast.gr
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/ Mideasttravel
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